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Dctrtcatfon, 

(BY PKBMISSIOS ) 


To 

CLNKUAU 

ijis noYAL iiUiiiNTss, prinm: ADOLmrs fiudkiiuk 

1)1 KK or CANOiUIDGK, 

K. a. .yr. .vc-. 


Sir, 

/ INUllAzE iu the <j:rf(ifLsl 

(It il’rvc ilia( prami ^^raiijicaiioii iduch iht lu^hor- 
uh/i i*(rmtssiin( 0 / Dcdiviiim^^ fins U ark fo a 
PriKCi iind a lirlfls/t (tnurnl^ unn crsa/lf/ Ite/ni'id 
and rcs/Hcfidn inusi nuiumlljf inspire in a mind 
hann/ff alien to (hr /t/casinir sintiincnls of frrati^ 
fudiy and loijaUii (o (fa Manficrs of the Illus- 
trious llousn of livunsiKtck, 

Pur m it me most Tespcclfnl/i/ to assure Vour 
Roifot Ili^hntss^ ihut it has been my leish throutr/t^ 
our the foUoiciny; pagesy to furnish a faithful 
and impartial detail of those grand and impor- 
tant miiitarif occurrences on tJic Continent which 
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hare aslonif^ha^ Knrope ; and ihai in 'ixvivwiii^ 
the jtolicif u'hich has actuated the seve ral Chtcfs 
eno(f<»rd In those (rents. I have been directed 
hjf the same feeVni}X^ a spirit of independeni c. 
— J)ifluen('(d htf snch principles, and impressed 
with the idea that thep tci/l thron^yhout he per- 
fecthj apparent to the liberal and enlighten- 
ed mind of^ Yonr Rojfal Highness. I enter- 
tain a sangaine hope that this ichrit \ctll not be 
found undcserring of the distinction icliich the 
Illustrious Name of Your Jiot/al Highness must 
afford to it. 


1 hare the honor to he. 

With the highest respect^ 

Your Ropal Highnesses most trulp Dccotaf eind 
Dutifuf Humble Servant^ 

J. PHILIPP ART. 


London^ Oct. 24, 1S13. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


AT tlic momonl when th(‘ great and im- 
portant military and political events on the 
Continent are jtassing before our eyes, it 
' retjuires no ordinary diligenct* in the an- 
nalist to search for, to discover, and collect 
amidst the mass of contradictory matter and 
iiilclligi'iice, real circumstances, their sources 
and ctlects. A general knowledge must 
also be aetjuired of the high contending 
parties, their habits, characters, passions, 
aiul interests : an extensi\ e correspondence, 
a clear and dispassionate judgment of past 
and j)assing occurrence’s, and an undeviat- 
ing regard to tlu’ fundamental spring and 
j)rinciple of historic excellence, truth. Irr 
a further requisite ti)r the compilation of a 

^vork of this nature, the author ot‘ the fol- 
• ^ * 
lowing pages cstcjjiiis himself emineutly for- 
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tunatr, Imriiin'bi’cn favoured Avitli oi*ii»;ina’: 
eonmumiealions tlnouali eiiannc'ls opi ii lo 
few, and aided and sln'iiollieiu'd In’ llu* iiiosl 
eool. ('lesxanU and perspieiious, n inarks (if 
(li()!>(‘, (o whose nuUure iudgnienl he owns 
liiinsc'If imieh indc'hted ; v(‘t, no(withsland- 
iii” ihisadvaiUai!;!', it will Ix'admilled hv ihe 
inlellii>'i'nl and well-informed r('ader, that 
ihe task of puhlishin<>, al (his early period, 
a eorreci and eirciiinsfantial aceounl of the 
Northern Catnpaiuns of 181‘2 and IBl.j, in 
which the ojierations wen* most ('xtensive, 
and the revirses of fortune most extraordi- 
nary, is extremely dittieult. 

The I’ollowinu paaes will be tlmnd to em- 
brace* not oijlysucli (wcnls asoeenrretl diirinu; 
the unprincipled atid unpiovoked invasion 
of the Jlussian ((‘rritori(‘s, but all thesubse** 
cpienl movements, dispositions, and ( xploits 
of the Allied and J’nnch armies; events 
most int(Teslin<>- to fairojie, as llu'rt'on <h‘- 
.pend her future; indcjiendene’e, hajijiiness, 
and e'ejuilibrium. 

’J’he c(jJcbraU*d proclamalieiiis which in- 
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spir(‘(Ka great people to rise ?ind»expel by 
the most vigorous (‘xerlions, their avowed 
and implacable subjugators, ary m this work 
given in detail. The author, feeling their 
high importance to history, and conscious of 
their w(“ight at the moment they were pro- 
mulgated, has conceived it his ‘duty, as a 
faithful narnithr, to introduce them in their 
order, with his own obscr\'ations. They 
art' in fact so connected, so mingled w'ilh the 
business of this remarkable Avar, that the 
work would be an imperfect structure if 
deprived of them. It is therefore presumed 
evt'i v niilitai’v and political character will 
coincide in this opinion : and if these pro- 
clamations are not considerctl the basis of 

Russian and Prussian exaltation, thev may 

0 ^ • 

at least be esliinatt'd as the corner-stone, 
having united the prince’s power with the 
p(X)j>le’s strength, which so cementc'tl be- 
cause invincible, aiid which, without such 
bond /:)f union, must separately, or together, 
have tottered into ruin. 

.The Author of the Northern Campaigns 
propost's to treat every subject which comes 
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under hb; dKcussion as a military lus- 
torical event, and disclaims all parly I’eelings, 
jM'inciples, or exertions, having always con- 
sidered such motives as destructive to ilut 
spirit of veracity, vigour, and independence; 
and, pcTlt'clly iiTclcvant to a work of this 
tlescri]>lio!^ Every political event of im- 
portance is, liowever, introduced; various 
statements of great and general interest; the 
Treaties of Alliance, oft’ensive and d(‘fensive, 
enU'red into betw('en the dilfert nt [wwers ; 
To|)ographical Notes; and Anecdotes re- 
lating to Buonaparte and his army during 
the retreat from Moscow, communi(‘a1ed 
by officers serving in the Allied Annies. 
The latter are j)resenled to the reader in the 
same form they wire received by the author; 
and it is* presumed they, as avi'U as the 'Fo- 
pographical Notes, will serve to lighten and 
relii-\ e ihosi' sombre subjects Avilh which a 
iletail of military movements must naturally 
abound. 

It is proper to explain to the reader 
that some portions of the Avork before him 
liave already met the public eye in a military 
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work of extensive * circulation, 
tlie Royal Military Panorama. Such pas- 
sag(*s, having lM?en written under flic influence 
of moinentary fet'ling, compiled from public 
dispatchc's, private communications, &c. are 
now given in a more solid and digested 
shape, with copious additions. 

Tlu' Author with confidence lays his la- 
bors h'fore. a military public, and those 
private friimtls Avho have aided and en- 
couraged him to a jierseverance in an object 
of interest and utility, from a perfect con- 
^■iction that his sentiments and intentions 
will be fully evident to every candid and 
cnlisihlcned individual. 
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Northern Campaig*ns. 


TilE goueral ru.n iuul misery which the w'ant 
of roininerce rapidly spread throughout Russia, 
ohli^i'd the Kmperor Alexander to relax in a 
system wliieli the iiiachinations of Buonaparte 
had engaa:(*d him to emter on at the Treaty of 
Tilsit ; and this relaxation determined the Ruler 
of the French nation to re-coinmciice hostilities 
against that country. — it was to no purpose that 
Alexander represent! d to him the actual pres- 
sure of public siiifering throughout Russia ; 
that she could not longer exist as a nation with- 
out cominerc!* ; and that he was willing to make 
great sacrifices \i} secure even a portion of trade 
to his subjects. — It was to no purpose that he 
proposed to lay a new iluty of 1’ > [)er cent, on 
all colonial produce and goods of British manu- 
facture, and would allow France half the revenue 
to sanction the measure. — To tliese proposals 
Buonaparte insultingly replied, that nothing 

VOl/. T. V. 
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short of shutting the ports of Russia against 
British shipping would satisfy him; and that 
any compromise on his part would bo a total 
abandonnien't of the continental system. — Alex- 
ander had already used all possible endeavours 
to avert .the evils of war: he had sufTered bis 
relation, the Duke of Oldenburg*, to be plun- 
dered of his dominions by Buonaparte, in a time 
of peace, without doing more'in his behalf than 
to issue a protest ; and yet this harmless pro- 
test, against an act of the most glaring inhii- 
inauity and injustice, was now, above a year 
after its promulgation, <‘onsi(lered as one occa- 
sion of offence: “ the protest respecting Olden- 
burg annihilated the alliance t.” 

The efforts Alexander determined on making, 
were not, therefore, the sudden movements of 
disappointment witli respect to the ('onduct of 
the French Ruler, or <he struggles of Russia, 
driven to resistance when submission seemed to 
lead to nothing short of destruction. — The Court 

^ Winn IJiionapartc siizi-d ujion the Duchy of Olden- 
burg, the Duke after ]>ul>lisliiiig a iarevv<-ll addre.-s to his 
subjects, couched in .strong and indignant term:., and refusing 
a pension from the lluler of the l-Vench nation, repaired to the 
Court of St. Peter.sburg, under the cxjicctation that Uk'^Iviu- 
peror Alexander would aflord him rcr<lr»-ss. , 

t Report from the Minister for Foreign Adairs, the Diikf 
of Bassaiio, to Buonaparte, .luneSl, 1H12, p. 1>'». 



of fft. Petersburg appears for a long period to 
have foreseen, tliat actual hostility, and another 
appeal to arms, could alone preserve the inde- 
pendence and stability of the enjpire ; and that 
the powers of Russia would be roused into ac- 
tion l)y the necessity of her own dtd'ence ; yet, 
anxious to prevent the ediision of blood, it pro- 
crastinated the (lay of the explosion until its 
dianitv could no longer endure the compromise; 
— until its inte'^riiy and safety must have fatally 
suffered by delay. 

Even in the spring of the year ISll, the Ca- 
binet of Russia perceived that a vvar was inevi- 
table. It had been recommended to the King' 
of Saxony to concentrate the troops belonging 
to the Duchy of Warsaw on the \ istula; the 
conscription throughout France had been very 
considerably extended, and the designs of Buo- 
naparte became daily more evident; — the Court 
of St, Petersburg, therefore, at that period bu- 
sily occupied itselt in military preparations on the 
most extensive scale. — Cannon were sccretlv 
sent from the arsenals towards the frontiers. — 
The different battalions called “ Garrison Re- 
gnn?“nts,” were incorporated with the regular 
forces, and by the end of February in that year, 
tio less than 900,000 men were (luartered in the 
western provinces of that empire; while many, 
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]t is now ascortainocL of the most iiitcllr^cnt 
CitMierals, who ronnnaiuiod divisions oi* tlnsr 
tro()j)s, siicorssivfly visiti'd St. Pt'trrslniru’. un- 
der the j>n'text ot' arrauirinu their [uiv aie atritirs, 
Init iit r -;ditv tor tht‘ purpose of ronti rrin^ with 
the Miiiisu r at W ar. on the slate of iheir resjx e- 
tive <*orps. 

"riiese measure were pursiual with an in- 
creased activity after Russia was apprized ot tlic 
incorporation of the 1 Ians Towns, and tlie sei- 
zure? of the Duchy of Ohhaihup.:’. thr intr^iity 
of which latl(‘r state was .u*uaranl»'ed hy thr IvUli 
and loth articles of the freaty of J'llsii, on lln' 
principh' tliat by their coiitiiiniiiLj to track* with 
Great-Rritain, ‘‘ their counneree frustrated tin* 
Siithtlari/ and (l(Cfsir( rc'!L!:iilat ions of tlie l)e<*ri es 
of Ih rliii and AJilan, wiiieh aknic w < ri' eak’u- 
lati'fl to etl' Ctnally n sist the i)riii(:i|)les of tie 
Rrilish Orders in Council. ” 

Tlicse ai^Liressiuns made the* stronucsi iinjore^- 
sion on the mind of Ak’Xander; yc r thouLih lie: 
saw the tendiTiey of Na|H)lc*on^s ainhitious de- 
sig-ns, his lmpt*rial Majesty did n</i irnmediatc‘ly 
assume that vig^orons line of conduct In* ought 
to liavc adopted. — I nfcjilunatc ly, too, tlu* feel- 
ings of Russia were still liustih' toJ'nrkey: 
lead strained (Miry nerve in a destructive contest 



with^that power ; and her finances ere far from 
bcinq; in a prosperous condition. — The part 

which Ih'rnadotto, the Crown Ih ince of Sweden, 

• • 

min'lit fake in a contest between Russia and 
France^ ajipeared for some time uncertain, 
and it was known that every exertion had been 
made by IJuonaiiarte to engaoe that Prince to 
enter into an alliance with him. — Tne Russian 
(Cabinet, however, lost no time in encouraging 
the manufacture of arms : .OOO.OOO muskets, and 
iHKK) pieces of oivlnanc- were rapidly finished, 
and ready for any disposable purjiose ; various 
Ibrtifieations weie <-n cted on the banks of the 
Dwina: and, upon the whole, the military pre- 
parations were much more formidable, and upon 
a larger scale, than those which preceded the 
wars of ISO.) and ls07- — The organization, too, 
of the i'orees was changed — d'he cavalry, which 
used to Ik* attached to the difl'ereiit divisions of 
infantry, were siparated from them. — The in- 
fantry ot the line consisted of twenty-eight di- 
visions, of six n'giments each ; ami every regi- 
ment contained three battalions of (iOO etfective 
men ; forming a total of .‘jO?, 4-00 infantry. — The 
cavalry were composed of seven divisions, of 
forty squadrons each, every squadron of 142 ef- 
fective men, amounting in the whole to .‘39,760, 
besides 50,000 Cossacks, making together a 
force of .092,100 men. — From this enumeration 



may be dodurted nine divisions ; two of them 
were to be employed against tlie I’ersians, five 
against the Turks, and two were to continue in 
Finland, by way of precaution. — There then re- 
mained ?94-,9bO men which Russia could in the 
year ISll have, opposed to France, exclusively 
of the militia; tor arming which latter force 
there were a sufficient number of military depots 
well provided, and situated in «'onveuicnt places 
for the distribution of arms and stores. 

It will be also evident I'nnn the following do- 
cument, which is the suhstanci'of an I'Uiragemeiit 
afterwards entered into between the Courts of St. 
Petersburg and Stockholm, signed at St. P* ters- 
burg the 24th March, 1S12: so far as the same 
are referred to in a suhserpieiit treaty between 
his Majesty the Kinc of Great-Hritain, and the 
King of .Sweden, signed at Stockholm tin* .Jd of 
March, ISl.j, that lor some time before Ruona- 
parte invaded Russia, the Courts of St. 1‘eters- 
f)urg and Stockholm, had, from the movements 
of tlu; French armies, threatening the Russian 
empire, (‘iigaged to make a diversion in Germany 
against France and her alli<‘s \\ ith a strong force 
of between 40 and 60,000 m«‘n ; but, as this di- 
version could not be securely made whilst Nor- 
way could be regarded as the enemy of Sweden, 
Russia engaged, either by negociation or mill* 
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tary .co-operation, to unite that kingdom to 
Sweden. The acquisition of Norway was to be 
considered as a preliminary operatipnjto the di- 
version in Germany. An indemnity was to be 
offered to Denmark in Germany, if she would 
cede Norway. If she refused, she was to be 
considered as an enemy. 

The object of the Emperor of Russia and the King 
of Sweden in forming an alliance, is stated to be for the 
purpose of securing reciprocally their states and posses- 
sions against the common enemy. 

The French Government having, by the occupation 
of Swedish Pomerania, committed an act of hostility 
against tlie Swedish Government, and, by the movements 
of its armies, liaving menaced the tranquillity of llie Em- 
pire of Russia, the contracting parties engage to make a 
diversion against France and her allies, with a combined 
force of twenty-five or thirty thousand Swedes, and of 
fifteen or twenty thousand Russians, upon such point of 
the coast of Germany as may be judged most convenient 
for that purpose. 

As the King of Sweden cannot make this diversion 
in favojir of the common cause consistently with the se- 
curity of his own dominions, so long as he can regard the 
kingdom of Norway as an enemy, his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Russia engages, either by negociation or by 
military co-operation, to unite the kingdom of Norway 
to Sweden. He engages, moreover, to guarantee the 
peaceable possession of it to hi^ Swedish Majesty. 
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The two ^-ontr.'ictjng parties ei\i:»Mc:e to (^onsixItT thr 
acquisition of Norway i>y Sweden as a prel:n*iiiary o| e!a- 
tion to the diversion on the eoa>t of rinaiiy. aoil tlu' 
Emperor of Kiissia promises to plan* for this ol>]eetj at 
the dis]H»s:d and under tlie innneiliaii' orders of ilie I’rince 
Royal of Sweden, ilte eorj)s of ]ius>ian ti .x ps ahovi- 
stipulated. 

^‘7he two ecuitractintr ]'arties ivinL- iittwilliiiL'', if it 
can he avi»ided, to in;;ke an enri'.ix the ol Den- 

mark, will proposi* to th. 1 t Sv»\ eifii-n to : ta ede t*> tlds 
allianee, and will oflei to hi> Danish ^ly m proeiire 
for him a eoinpleie itideinnit\ for \> ;u.iy, l>y a leiritorv 
nK.UT etiiUitriious to Ins Ciernein d< iniiiioiis, pnaldcd his 
1 ) anisli ISJajt‘sty will aeeede for i \er his linhis on tlie 
kin^^dom of Norua\' to the Kine* <’f Sweih ii, 

III easp his Danish Majesty refuse's this otVer, and 
shall have decided to r< main in alliance a ith ^"ran(•e, the 
twe) eomnietini:: ])artit s eiiirae't* to eonsider Denmark as 
their enemy. 

As it has keen expressly stijuilated thai tin* t nraire- 
nients of his Swedish Maicsty to e-o-operate' w iih his tro' jjis 
in (icnnany. in litvour ot tl / eonnnon cause, shall not 
lake eliea r until Norwav '•hail iiave heim aeejuired to Swi'- 
den, eitlier hy the < essioii of ihe Kini: «>1' Denmark, or 
in coiiseejiiene e <it inih.iarv operations, his Majesty the 
Kin^^ Swei’v ii < ntraire s to transjiort his army intoC-er- 
many, tieeordinc- to a |dan of eainpaifi-n to he airreed upon, 
as soon as the above ohjeet shall have hivn attained. 

His Hritiuinie- Majesty to he invited l>y hotli powers 
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to accede to, and to guarantee the stipulation contained 
in the said Treaty. 

Ky a suhsequont conventhm, slirned ai AlV), the 30th 
of August, I SI 2, the Russian auxiliary force was to be 
carried to *35,0(K» men.” 

As 11 further proof that trie ]lnssiu»i CaVinet 
hud cruisitU red a war tvith France* unavoid- 
a!)h^ that it pcrcv ivtd the little security" which 
wen i Id he dcrivi-d tVuin any' snhmission to the 
usurpation and ty ramiv of the IVench govern- 
ment, and \N as detc'rm.ined to r(‘sist the iinwar- 
ranlah!(' pretensionstiinirncroiiclniK ntsof Buona- 
parii*, it inav he rt'colh ct« d that a jiositive re- 
fusal was i;iven to tin* lieinand of tlie I’rt iicli 
Alinister, with resptct to tlic adoption of the 
Inirning decn es, notw ithstanding liis repeated 
instaiK'es on tliat snhjrr t hv tlie comiiiand of 
Bnonaporti' ; and wliicli had been successfully 
carrieil ie.to cxecutimi l*oth in Denmark and 
ti(‘!’ur*niy : nor invist it he ibrgotten that the 
llnssian govi rnnn ni permitted the sale of all 
British manufactnresj, and e\ en took measures to 
prevent the entrance of reeny articles usually 
imporUx .1 Iron? f ranco, to the giv at detriment of 
coiniiKTce, tspeciallv that of Lyons. 
TliC war witli Cn at-l.iito'n r\ a‘'a!so ('Xtremoly 
uu|H:pular throi!;;h('pl llussia: ti-e "Tiaterpart of 
till' iiohi'iity rU'fived their inconu s iVoni the pro- 
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duce of their estates, and which had before found 
a principal market in England. 

It is evident, therefore, that Russia was aware 
it would be lurcssary to liave recourse to hos- 
tilities with France, and as she had a year and a 
halffor augmented preparation, herwarlikemeans 
were daily strengthened; high destinies wire 
prepared for her in the womb of fate; and she 
omitted no opportunity of calling into action 
every energy she possessed to confront the d;in- 
ger.with which she had been so long threatened ; 
to commence a struggle, not for honour and 
happiness alone, but for her liberty, her religion, 
and her existence. 

On the 2.jd March, 1S12, the Emperor 
Alexander issued the following declaration lor 
the recruiting of his forces : 

“The present situation of F-urope requires 
the adoption of firm and strong measures, as 
well as indefatigable vigilance and energetic 
exertions, so as to fortify our extensive Empire 
in the most formidable way possible, against all 
hostile enterprizes. Our bold and courageous 
Russian nation has bei-n accustomed to live in 
peace and harmony with all the surrouniling 
nations ; but, when storms faave threateneil our 
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empire,, patriots of all ranks and statfons were 
ready to draw the sword for the defence of their 
religion and laws. 

“ Now .there appears to be the most urgent 
necessity to encrease the number of our troops 
by a new levy. Our strong forces are already 
at their posts for the defence of the Empire ; 
their bravery and courage are known to all the 
world. The confidence of their Emperor and 
government is with them. — Their faith and love 
to their country will make them irresistible 
against a far superior force. With the same 
paternal care have we adopted all defensive 
measures to secure the safety and welfare of all 
and every one ; and therefore order, 1st, to raise 
in the whole Empire, from each oOO men, two 
recruits; 9dlv, to commence in all our govern- 
ments two weeks after the receipt of the ukase, 
and to be finished in the course of a month; 
jdly, to conform to the regulations laid down 
with respect to the levy of recruits by an ukase 
presented to the senate, and dated September 16, 
1811 ; 'Ithly, the recruits to be kept in the gar- 
rison towns with the garrison and interior batta- 
lions»on the same tooting as the recruits for pro- 
visionary depots are kept and brought up. 

“ The immediate fulfilment of this order for 
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raising oV* ii emits, during tin period fixed, 
entrusted to the senate.” 

I'he d<\stmetion >\lncli ai)|)ean‘d to thn aten 
the remaining liberties of Kuro|H\ was annouin ed 
on tlie part of I?u(Hiaj>artf with so nianv osten- 
tatious pr('parations, and. at the sanu' tinn\ 
with so niiieh |M)inp and inagnilieener, as to 
raisi- to the higlu's! |>it(‘h tlu‘ ja idi* of the s«>l(lif r>, 
and the expeetatimis nt‘ lh<‘ adherents and de- 
})endants ot‘ the ld*eneli systt in ; wliile, in the 
overthrow of the Knssian lanpio-. mankind saw 
nothing h^ss tiian the roinantie pros|)(‘er of the 
future snhjngation of INasia and India. Rnona- 
parte had openly deeland that an nnavoi(lal)le 
destiny had decreed tin* d(OvnfaIl of Hiissia. and 
gave himself ont as the I h-n > a[>pt >inled t(> fulfil 
tin' high eoinniissioii. aeeordiiig to u liieli the 
Muscovites W('r(* to he dri\a-n hack into tlie 
desarts of Asia, as ehemies to lln‘ (’i\ i Iizalioii c't 
Knrope. His renown, his good fortune, and an 
army of iinhearil-of inagiiitnde, gave the weight 
of ])V(»pheey to his vain-glorioiis boastings, 
riu se thn ats were ealenlaled to overawe? and 
impose; ami, indeed, the thinking part of man- 
kind eoneluded that there was a great probability 
C)l e< rtainty in tin* n*sult of his political and 
“military conil>i nations, whilst the unthinking 
^urt of tin* ('ommuiiity were confirmed in the 



belief v)f his iiifullibility. — How contrary has 
been the result ! and how reversed have been 
his imperial decrees! — The Russian army was 
numerous and well appointed. — Patriotism 
blazed forth with additional vigour in every 
corner of tlu* empire, while the I’rench bulletins 
proclaimed to the world that Russia was in her 
last agonies — her regular armies annihilated, 'and 
her troops reduced to the forced militia of the 
provinces, and that terror and dismay had seized 
on all. 

Buona])arte lost no time in forming the fol- 
lowing treaty of alliance, offensive and defen- 
sive, w'ith Austria, by which the latter eiiiraged 
to furnish JO, 000 men to act against Russia, on 
the condition of receiving, if attacked, an equal 
succour from France. 

Art. 1. There .shall be peqretual amity and sincere 
union and alliance between his Majesty the Emperor of 
the French, &c. and his Majesty the Emperor of Austria, 
&c. In consequence the high contracting parties will 
take the greatest care to maintain the good intelligence 
so happily established between them, their respective 
states and subjects, to avoid all that could injure it, and 
to further on every occasion their mutual utility, honour, 
and advantage. 

2 . The two high contracting parties reciprocally 
guarantee the integrity of their present territories. 
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8. As the result of this reciprocal guarantee, the two 
high contracting parties will always labour in concert 
upon the measures that shall appear the most proper for 
the maintenance of peace ; and in case the states of one 
or other shall be threatened with invasion, tl)ey will em- 
ploy tlieir most efficacious offices to prevent it. 

But, as these good offices may not have the desired 
effect, they oblige themselves to mutual assistance in 
case one or other shall be attacked or menaced. 

4 , The succour stipulated by the preceding article, 
shall be composed (ff .‘h ),<)()() men (21,00(» infantry, and 
6000 cavalry), constantly kept up to tlie War Establish- 
ment, and of a park of sixty pieces of cannon. 

5. This succour shall be furnished at the first requisi- 
tion of the party attacked or menaced. It shall march 
in the shortest delay, and, at the latest, before the end of 
two months after tlie demand shall have been inad('. 

C. The two high contracting parties guarantee the 
integrity of the tci ritorv of the Ottoman Eortc in Europe. 

7. '^riiev equally recognize and guarantee the principles 
of the navigation of neutrals, such as they have been 
recognized and consecrated by the IVeaty of Utrecht. 

His Majesty tlic liuipcror of Austria renews, as far as 
ijs needful, tlic engagement to adhere to the prohibitive 
system against England, during the present maritime war. 


8. The present treaty of alliance shall not he rendered 
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public, nor communicated to any cabinet but' in concert 
between the two high parties. 

It shall be ratified, and the ratifications' ex’changed at 
Vienna in a fortnight, or sooner, if possible. 

(Signed) H. B. Duke of BASSANO. 

Prince CHARLES of Schwartzenburg. 

Done and signed at Paris, March 14, 1812^ 

Sliortlv after tVic conclusion of this treaty the 
ui i II ister for fore i u n a flairs, addressed the s ubjoi ned 
report to Buonaparte. 

Sire, 

The treaty between France and Russia was 
a treaty of ofTensive alliance against England. 
It was on vour return from the conferences of 
the Niemcn, in which the Emperor Alexander 
said to your Majesty, that he would be your 
second against England, that you determined to 
sacrifice the advantage victory had given you, 
and to pass rapidly from the state of war to the 
state of alliance with Russia. This alliance, 
which augmented for France the means of war 
against England, ought also to have secured the 
peace of the Continent. In 1809, however, 
Austria made war upon France. Russia, in con- 
tradiction tp the precise text of treaties, afforded 



no aid to your Majisty. Fnstoad ol’ f ln' 1 .Ht.OOO 
inm whit'll inii;lit liavr hccu nut in inoiion. ;inil 
which on;;hl to have Mipportcd iho I n neh avuiN, 
only 1 jjOOl) were lirou^ht into (he field, and hy 
the time they erossi'd (he lln^siaii iVontier tin 
fate of the war was deciiled. 

After this epoch. Sire, the ukase of the ipth 
Dee. ISIO, which destroyed onr commercial 
relations with Unssia; the admission of I'.nuli li 
commerce into her ports; her arminc wliieli, 
from the eonimcnccnienl of isil. threatened 
the invasion of the Dnehy o)' Warsaw ; finally, 
the protest respectin;^ ( fldeiilmr.;. annihilated 
the alliance. It no lonifer existed, win n on 
both sides armies were formed lor o-eijiroeal 
observation. 

Till' Avhoh' ol' the year IsM \\ a>. howe\(r. 
spent ill conferences and iie,;oeiations with 
Russia, in the hope of withdrawim.;. it possibh'. 
the cabinet of Petersburg from the war upon 
which it appeared to be resolved, and so obtain 
a knowieilL;*' ol its ri al intentions. It is proved 
to the certainty of evidence, that that |>ower 
proposed at the same time to ih'parl from the 
conditions of the treaty of Tilsit, to place herself 
in peace with Kngland, and to menace thu 
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•i*xist(‘nce of the Duchy of Warsnw, makincy use 
of tlie pretext ol* iiultuniiities claimed for the 
Duke ol‘ ( )ldeHl)urL»‘. 

Your Majesty, d(‘toriniiH^d to maintaiu by arm- 
the lioiiour of treaties, the existeiice and in- 
tcL^rity of the states of your allies, has felt the 
importance of uniting yourself more closely to a 
power to which you were already attached by 
wonls dear to your heart, and the general politi- 
cal interests of vvliicn are the same as those of 
your Majesty ; for this purpose, a treaty was 
concluded on tlu l-ttli of this month with 
Austria. 

Every tiling promises a long duration to this 
alliance. It assures repose to the South of 
Euro])e, and promises to France that she shall 
no longer be disturbed in her efforts for the re- 
(^stablishment of a maritime peace. 

(Signed) LE DUG DE BASSANO. 


The French troops crossed the Elbe and Oder 
in the month of February, and directed 

theft march towards the Vistula. — Corps under 
the French Generals Ney, Oudinot, Macdonald, 
Poniatowski, crossed theNieinen almost at the 
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same time l>y Joolunny, Kownii, Olilta, and 
Morcez. The Kussians had in some places 
added to the naliiral dilliimlties of the passage, 
but did not attemj)t a det'enct oi the saiiu'. 

Betbre he oiitiTed on the war with Frane**, 
the Kinperor AK'xander issmd a proclamation 
to his su!)it'(*ts, stating tin' cxtrc initirs to whieli 
lie had allowed hinis<*ir to Ik reduced pr(*vious 
to taking that step, and t'xhorling tlu'in to tluv 
most streiHKUis ( xertions; and atUT the passaLre 
of the Ni<‘Uieii caused th(‘ subjoined address 
to lie publislu d. 


For a long tiinr past uv liad ivinarktal the host ii<* 
cornportim'nt of the Frcncli l'an|)i*n>r towai^b Hussla; 
but Wf’ still hoped, through iiitKlerate and paeilii; rnca<ures, 
to avert hostilities. At last, notwithstanding all oiir 
wishes to maintain pe.ure, tte witnessed an irje(>safit re- 
petition of (»j)en outrages, whieh eompelled us to arm, 
and to assemble our trtM>p.s ; though still, while we eoidd 
flatter ourselves with the hope of’ rei'oneiliation, we re- 
mained within th(‘ confines of t)ur empin* ; and without 
violating p(*ae(*, were ])repared for defence. All these 
moderate and pacific meaMires could not secure t(» us 
the traiKjuillity of wliieh we were desinms. Tlie Iheneh 
Emperor, hy an attack upon our troojis at Kowna, has 
already eomiiM;nce(l war; eon.sequently nothing fartluT 
•remains for us, hut, while we invoke ijie aid of iIjc 
S o\ creigu of the L'niverse, the AutlKJi and Defender of 
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Trutii, to place our force in opposition to the fovc6 of tlie 
enemy, it is unnecessary to remind our Generals, our 
Chiefs, and Warriors, of their duty and of their valour^ 
111 their veins flows the blood of tlie Selavonians, sohiglily 
renowned of old for their victories. Soldiers ! you are 
the defenders of religion, your country, and independence. 
1 am with you. God is on your side. ' 

On the 22d of April the Emperor of Russia 
quitted St. Petersburg, took the command of 
his army, and inove i his bead-quarters to Wilna. 
Early in May the first corps, under Davoust, 
arrivi'd on the \ istala, at Elbing and Marien- 
burg; the second corps, under Oudinot, at 
Marienwerder ; tlie third corps, under Ney, at 
Thorn ; the fourth and sixth, under Beauharnois, 
at J’lock ; the fifth corps, under Poniatowsky, 
assembled at Warsaw ; the eighth corps, under 
J uiiot, on the right of Warsaw ; and the seventh 
corps, under Victor, at Pulawy; the 9th and 
lull between the Elbe and the Oder, under the 
joint command of Marshals Augereau andV’^ictor; 
and the 10th, the Prussian Contingent, at Riga 
and Dinabourg, under Macdonald; Murat had 
the command of the cavalry ; Lefevre of the old, 
and Mortier of the new Guards; altogether 
forviling a force of upwards of 400,000 men. — 
Buonaparte left Paris on the 9th of May, crossed 
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the Rhino'on the l.Jth, the Eliic on the Syih, 
and the V istiihi on the (ith oi June. 

His iulvauee,and ijfreat nuinericaliV)rce,()l)licre(l 
the Kinq: of IViissia to join in a treaty o\' alliance 
with him, but which allianct* was stated as de- 
fensive a'j:ainst tlu' other (\)ntincnlal j^owers. 

The Kmf)oror Ah xandcr issiud the anrn'Xi tl 
proclamation on the Toaieh troops passinq- llu* 
borders of his Kinpirc. 

“ The French tn»o|)v liave passed llu‘ herders ot' om 
Empire; a complete treaolK’ri>as attack is the reward ol 
the observaiKO of our alliance. l^)r the j)reservation of 
peace 1 havec\haustt‘d everv possii)le means, consist! iitly 
with the hon(/ur of my throne and the advantatre of my 
people. All my endeavours lKi\e heen in vain. 1 he 
Emperor Napoleon lias fully resolved in his own mind 
to ruin Kussia. ddu most moderate proj)os:ils on our 
parts have remained without an answer. Fins sudden 
surprise has shewn in an equivocal manner the imajiid- 
lessness of his paciiic promises which he lately repealed. 
There therefore remain no fiiriher stepN for me to lake 
but to have recourse to arms, and to employ all the means 
that have licen granted me hy Providenet* to use forot* 
aj^inst force. I place full confidence in the /cal of my 
people and the hravery of my trinips. As they are 
threatened in the middle of their families, they will de- 
fend them with their national hravery and cnerij^y. 



Providence will crown wdtli success our just cause. The 
defence of our native country, the maintenance of our in- 
dependence and national honour, have compplled us to 
have recourse to arms. I will not sheath my sword so 
long as there is a single enemy within my imperial 
borders.” 

Buonaparte, on directincf his army totrross the 
Niemen, published the following address : 

Soldiers ! the sccon^l Polish war is commenced ; tl\e 
first was terminated at Friedland iind Tilsit. At Tilsit 
Russia swore eternal alliance with France, and as eternal 
a war with England. She now violates her oaths : she 
declares slie will give no explanation of her strange con- 
duct until the French eagles have repassed the Rhine ; 
leaving, by that abandonment, our allies at lier discretion. 

Russia led on by fatality, her destiny must be ful- 
filled. 

Docs she believe us degenerated ? Are we no longer 
the soldiers of Austerlitz ? She places us between de- 
struction and war: the choice is not doubtful. We 
march forward ! we pass the Niemen ! and will carry 
war into the lieart of his territorj". The second Polish 
war will be as glorious to the arms of France as was the 
first. But the peace we shall conclude will carry its own 
guarantee : it will annihilate that proud and over-bear- 
ing influence, which, for fifty years, Russia has exercised 
over the affairs of Europe. 

Head-Quarters, IVilhaumki, June 22, 1812. 



At tho comnioncniK'iit of liostiliiics th<* Kiis- 
sian army was postc'd in tlio following immiK r. 
— I'ho Irt corps, amountinu to :}().()()() nu n, 
romnran(l(‘(l hy the Priin'i' \\ itiri^nstcin, ( nii- 
sistiiiii' of tlif Mh and 1 Uh divisions of infantry, 
and one division (tf ravalry, at ( liawli. It ai’tor- 
wards ocenpiod Hossitaia, and was. on tin* 
of at l{('ydaiioui. — d'hn ‘Jd corps, com- 

inaiidcd by Cu ncral lbva:ravr>ut, ccmsistiim' oi* the 
Ith and 17 th divisions of infantry, and one divi- 
sion of cavalry, ocenpird Ivow iia. — 1 lie.jd corps, 
rominanded hyfJcneral SchonvalotT, conij>osed 
oftlu' 1st division ol ureiiadn rs, of one division 
of infantry, and one division ofeav airy, occupied 
Novtroky. — Tlu' itli corps, cominandttl hy 

Cieneral Tutchkotl', c(nnpos<*d ot’ the llth and 
‘J3d divisions of infanlry, and one division ot* 
<\ivalry, was stationed <»n the line from Nov- 
troky to Lida. — l imjM rial miards wen* at 
Wilna. — Tlii* (itli corps, commanded hy (General 
Dochlorotf, consistimj^ of two divisicnis of in- 
fantry and one of ( avalrv, liad i’ormed a part of 
the armv of Priiict* Itraiz^ation, ainl lav at the 
end of .luiK; between Lida and Cirodiio. — I'lie 
7th corps, under (ieiieral Tormozofl’, at I.outzk. 
— The /)th corps, under Lrinc*' |{ragution, coni- 
. posed of the ‘id division of grenadiers of the 12tli, 
ISth, an<l 2()th divisions of infantry, and two tli- 
visions cavalry, was at Wilkowiski ; and the 
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fnhand l.'Jth divisions of infantry, and a division 
of cavalry, commanded by General Markoff, was 
at the extremity of Volhynia. 'i'he.wUole force 
did not ('xceed 200,000 men, and was placed 
under the command of General Barclay de 
Tolly. 

As soon as the enemy commenced hostile 
operations, the cvacnation ofWilna, and the 
destruction of the nia^^azines in that town, were 
<letermined upon hy the Bmperor Alexander, in 
pursuance of a system of retreat and protracted 
warfare, which should encroase the difficulties 
of the Frc'iich army, in point of supplies, by 
drawing them further into the empire, and with 
a view of avoiding a premature general battle. 

When the Kussians reached Autokol the ad- 
vanced Polish and French squadrons of cavalry 
entered Wilna, and on the 2Sth of .lunc, Buona- 
parte arrived at that place. The point of con- 
centration, for the Russian armies, was neces- 
sarily at some distance from the frontiers : pur- 
suant to this disposition all the advanced corps 
fell back to occupy positions allotted to them. 
The^eorps of Count Witgenstein to Wilkomir; 
General Baggshufuridt to Schirving, betwixt 
Wilkomir and Wilna; Gens. Tutchkoff and 
Shouvaloff near to Wilna ; the reserve, consist- 





in^ of tilt'* guards, near to Sc'lu’vrn/i ii ; \hr army 
of Prince Hra^^ation was on its inar<*h from 
Slernivter^V(’leyka; and (ien/rorniozotV with an 
army of ohscrvalicm at Loiitzk. 

I'he Ilussian a^'iiiies rontmned to coma'iitrate 
themselves, and in eonser|uenc’(‘ of tlieir |)lan of 
th(' canipaiL;!!. liuonaparte was e^impelled to al- 
ter his first disj)ositions. which st rved no other 
piiriiose than to prodm't' iis(d<'ss marc'hes : the 
Ilussians had a.voided on all occasions to Liivt' 
the enemy hattliMvIuTc it apjieared likely to he 
attt ndi'd with a<lv anta^(‘ to him. and hy aetiiii;' 
upon this princiide their vit‘ws wa n^ com|)Ietely 
accomplisluMl. In iht' mean time frtsh levi(‘s to 
a lari^e amount w<‘r(‘ ordered, and corps of re- 
serve w'en^ in motion from ail jiarts of the em- 
pire, towards tin Dwina am! l)iih'|)er. 


On tin’ left hank of* the \*ilia tin' Ilussians 
were followed hy the h'reiieh (leneral Hruyeres, 
and some skirmishintr took place, hut of little 
importain e ; and <m tlie ri^ht hank of that river 
a hridy of (V>ssarks wen made prisoncTS in a 
char^^e of the Polish li'j^ht horse. On tin* ‘J olh 
of June, the Duke of Keij^fjio crossed the Vilia 
by a bridi^e thrown over near Kowma ; and on 
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the 2Gth, marched upon Javon ; the* 27th, on 
Chatoni. This movement had obliged General 
Witgenstcin to evacuate Samogitia and the 
country lying between Kowna and the’sea, and 
to retire upon Wilkomir, after obtaining a rein- 
forcement of two regiments of guards. The fol- 
lowing day the Russians were drawn up oppo- 
site Develtovo, when a cannonade commenced, 
and they were obliged to pass the bridge with 
prec ipitation, and on the 4th of July the Duke 
of Reggio entered Avniia ; the King of Naples, 
Swentziany ; and the Duke of Elchingen, 
Maliatoui. 

On the 7 th of July, the head-quarters of the 
Russian army were near Akasma. The corps of 
Count Witgenstcin at Breslaw, the 2d and 3d 
corps at Dedin, the 4th at Mawloky, the 5th at 
Melaschi, the Gth at Noragiodi ; and on the 11th 
of July, their positions were as follows: — the 
corps of Count Witgenstcin at llimshan, the 
corps underGenerals Baggavout, Tutchkoff, and 
Count Shouvaloff, were concentrated atWidzam, 
the corps of General DochtorofF at Bunda, the 
corps of reserve at Zamosh. — The head-q»iarters 
of the Russians were next established at a forti- 
fied camp at Drissa ; from whence the Emperor 
issued several animating general orders. 



The Conuniinci(T-iM-('lmi, ilarrlay de Tolly, 
made ail admirable addri'ss on the 1st July, to the 
soldiers of the army oi tlu' west, siatint;' that tin* 
time was arrived wln ii their standard must ai^ain 
bv? unfurled bt^fore the emnny of uni\ ( rsal pl ace. 
The [leriod was come when their Monarcli in 
person would lead them to cluck that spirit 
amlntion.and atrocity, which. f(»r tlie last Iwmty 
years, had sjnvad misery ami dismay tlirou^hont 
the whole world : that it was not ncci ssary to 
awakcai their couraiie. it was not lu'cessary to 
call on that loyalty and lov« to tbt ir Monari-l). 
and their country for wliicb tlu y had beim n - 
nownctl ; that tin y were born with those proud 
features of distinction above all other nations — 
that they prew up and would di<‘ with tlu in. 
But if, eoiilrary to c xpi i'taliini, then’ sliould he 
ainoiin' them any iiusillanimous b< inu up(»n 
whom tile immoital exploits of th(*se warriors 
who det'eated llu' redoubted ( harles \1I. who 
humbled tile pf»w< r and |)ridi‘ of tlie ( )ttomans, 
and who ec li|is( (1 tin* ^lory of the uieal Frede- 
riek, have no ell'eel, — w ho were ealloiis ti» the 
bright examples of many warriors now amidst 
tliem — w ho but lately triumplu-d over their pn*- 
sent enemy in all parts of Italy, on the walls of 
Mantua, on the summit t»f tlu* Aljis tliemselves 
- — and w lio n i’eiitly resisted their incursions into 
their empin* ; if tliiTc wiw such, callous to tb<‘ 
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jjoble emotions of a true soldier, theyrf»hould be 
driven from their ranks, as being:s already con- 
quered without a strusTgle by the degeneracy of 
their nature. He aj;pealcd to thosb only who 
relied on the manliness of their own character ; 
sueli he called to the field of honour, and whose 
exclamation should be, “Our God is with us!” 


The enemy had hitherto directed his principal 
efforts to cut off the communication betw€^en 
the lirst Russian army, which had concentrated 
itself in the eutrenehed camp at Drissa, and the 
second under 1‘rince Rragation, wliich was 
rapidly advancing towards the Dvvina. On the 
JOth of June, the latter had reached Wilhowiski, 
from whence Ik* set out for !Minsk. On ap- 
proaching that city he found it to be in the pos- 
session of the enemy’s I’orce under Davoust. In 
this dilemma Uragation resolved to make a re- 
trogade movement on Sloutzk, and to advance 
from thence by forced inarches to Mohiloff*. In 
the mean time the veteran Platoff quitted the 
position he had taken up at Lida, with the view 
of supporting the movements of the second ar- 
my'. On the 7tli and 8th of July, two sharp 
and successful skirmishes took place between 
the Cossacks and the enemy ; the first at Ko- 



rclistclii, Jlnd the socoiid in the vicinity of Miff. 
On the loth of July, IMatotl* rciirlied Ilomanoff, 
at which place the enemy attaek(‘d him with 
seven res:iments of Vvfht <'avalrv. The conflict 
W'aswell maintained on both sides, hut tlie <leter- 
rnined pi'rsoverajn'c* of the Cossacks fmallv 
proved irrc'sistihle, tlu' enemy were put to tlie 
rout., and* pursued nt'arly iirte(‘n wersts. (’onnt 
PlatoH ’s loss was consifleral)le : tliat of th«* 
enemy, h(»wever, was much greater. I’latoff 
now formed a junction with Prauation’s army, 
of which his force Ix^'anu' tlx* reai-i::uard. 


On the l^^th oi‘ July, a part of tlie first Rus- 
sian army, under tlu^ ('ommand of Rarelay de 
Tolly, broke up from llic^ entreiirhed eainp at 
Drissa, and rajudly mart lit‘d in the dire**tion V)f 
\ ite|)sk, tbnniirh Rohuzk, in order to ( fleet an 
imm(*diate jun(Mif>ii witli IVince lirauation ; 
whilst the otlu'r part of the first army remaim d 
at Drissa under the immediate onl(‘rs of Count 
Witpuistein. 

On tin* Russian army l)reakinir np from 
Drissa, tin* Ihnperor Alexander issued the sub- 
joined proclamation. 


BKLovhi) Srn.fiaTs ! — In pursuance of tlie policy ad- 
vised by our Military (Jouncib the armies will, for tin* 
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present^ quit their positions, and retire farther* Into the in- 
terior, in order the more readily to unite. The enemy 
may possibly avail himself of this opportunity to advance; 
he has announced this intention. Doubtless, iTi spite of 
Iris boast, lie begins to feel all the difficulties of his 
menaced attempt to subjugate us, and is anxious there- 
fore to engage ; he is desperate, and would tlierefore put 
every thing upon the issue of a battle, l^lie honour of 
our crown, the interests of our subjects, prescribe, how- 
ever, a different policy : it is necessary that he should be 
made sciisibh’ of the madness of his attempt. If, urged 
by the desire of oliiuinirig provisions and forage, or 
goaded liy an insatialile cupidity for plunder, he should 
be blind to the danger of farther committing himself at 
such an iniinense distance from his territories, it would 
b(‘eonie tin* duty of every loyal Russian — every true friend 
to bis country, — to co-operate cheerfully with us in im- 
peding equally his progress, or his retreat, by destroying 
his sii])plics, his means of conveyance ; in short, every 
thing which can be serviceable to him. We, therefore, 
order that such of our subjects in the provinces of 
Vitepsk and Pskoy, as may have articles of subsistence, 
cither man or beast, beyond their Immediate want, to de- 
liver them to officers authorised to receive them, and for 
which they shall be paid the full value out of the Impe- 
rial Treasury. The owners of growing crops witliin the 
distance of the line of the enemy's inarch, are com- 
manded to destroy them, and they shall be reimbursed 
their loss. The proprietors of magazines, either of pro- 
visiofis or clothing, are required to deliver them to the 
commissaries for the use of the army, and they will be 
liberally remunerated. In general, the spirit of tliis or- 
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der is to be* carried into execution in regard to all arti- 
cles, whether of subsistence, of elothiii}', <’r of convey- 
ance, which may he considered useful to the invaders; 
and the inapstrates are nia<le responsible for the due ful- 
filment of these our commands. 

am:xandeh. 

The aflvuiice-cruanl of Ch iieral lhaoation’s 
army, eoinmanded l»y Lieut. -(Jciienil Hiefsky, 
reached Daschkova on tlw ‘.>.Jd of .Inly, where 
it was attacked hy a superior force of the enemy, 
ronsistini; of live divisions, nndi r tin* eonnnaiid 
of Marshals Davoust and Mortier. Notwith- 
standing the su|H‘rior nnnih< r and ohstinatc re- 
sistance of tlie I'reneh. the llnssian troops n - 
pnlsed them tu ice, and pnsin d them as far as 
the village of Nowossilka. In this place, strong 
by nature, and atlbrding an advantageous posi- 
tion. the enemy halted ; hnt though they at- 
tempted with several strong columns to eompt'l 
the Kus.sians to retreat from tlie fi* Id of haltle, 
they were constantly re|»nlsed with loss, not- 
withstanding that the Knssian Sth corps, which 
had come up in suHicient time, could not co- 
operate from the narrowness of the ground, and 
from the same cause the Russian cavalry re- 
maitied in complete inactivity. I'lie battle lasted 
from nine in the morning until six in tin- even- 
ing. The loss of the Trench, according to con- 
curring statements of prisoners, compared with 
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ihe number of dead bodies left by tb^m during 
the pursuit, exceeded five thousand men ; that 
of the Russians amounted to nearly three 
thousand. 

After the defeat of Davoust the following 
ukase was issued by the Emperor Alexander, 
who had arrived at Polotzk, ordering thf; forma- 
tion of battalions of reserve in the interior of 
the empire, and calling upon the Russians to 

rise cn masse for the defence of their country. 

•/ 

enemy lias entered our territoric*;, and conti- 
nues to carry arms Into the interior of Russia, hoping 
wirli lii.s strength and his wrath, to disturh the tranquil- 
lity of this iniglity empire. He has formed in his mind 
the liase determination to destroy the glory and prosperity 
of our country. With cunning in his heart, and deceit 
on Ills lips, he is bringing everlasting chains and fetters 
into it. \Vc have called on the Almighty for assistance, 
and have appealed to him for our defence. Our armies 
glow with valour to crush him, to defeat him, and to drive 
from the face of our country all those who may remain 
undestroyed. On their fortitude and strength we place 
our firmest hopes ; but we neither can nor ought to con- 
ceal from our loyal subjects, that the forces of the differ- 
ent nations he has assembled are great, and that his te- 
mer.uy demands our most valiant and resolute exertions. 
With all the strong hopes we place in our gallant army, 
we therefore deem it a matter of absolute necessity to as- 
emble new forces in the interior of the empire, which. 



striking the enemy anew with terror, will form a second 
barrier in support of the first, to defend the homes, the 
wives, and children of every one and all. Wi* have called 
on our metropolis of Moscow, and we now call on all our 
loyal subjects of all chisscs and ranks, lH)th eeelesiasiieal 
and civil, recommending them, t()g«*ther with us, iiidi\ i- 
dually and generally to rise and eo-operaie against all 
hostile designs and attempts. At every step shall he find 
the loyal sons of Russia combating him with all their 
strength and all their means, without attending to his 
wiles and deceit. In every nobleman siwill lie find a 
Pojarskoi, in every ecclesiastic a Ralitzin, in every citizen 
a Minin. Most eminent nobility of Russia, it is yc that 
have at all limes been the saviours of your country. Most 
holy synod and clergy, ye liave always, with your fervent 
prayers, called down blessings on your country. 

People of Russia ! ye valiant descendants of the 
brave Sclavonians, how often have ye dashed the teeth <>f 
lions and tigers tha^ were rushing upon you. With the 
cross in your heart, and tlie sword in your hand, no mar- 
tial force can vamjuish you. 

‘‘ For the first formation of the before-mentioned forces, 
it is proposed to the nobility in all the governments, to 
assemble the men they intend for the defence of the 
country ; choosing officers from among themselves, and 
giving information of their number to Moscow, where 
a Commandcr-in-Chicf will be apj^inted. 

Camp, near Polotzk, July 6 ( 13 ), 1812 ** 
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The proclamations of the Emperor Alexander 
had an admirable effect ; all ranks throughout 
the vast empire of Russia appeared, to* have im- 
bibed an enthusiastic spirit of patriotism, and 
offers of assistance in raising levies and money 
were made to Alexander from every quarter of his 
dominions. The people of Moscow proposed to 
raise and equip 80,000 men: the government 
of Smolenzk 20,000 ; and the government of 
Kaluga 2;3, 000 m("ii, cavalry and infantry: the 
Emperor’s sister also expressed her desire to 
raise a regiment * on her estates ; whilst the 

The follow, injj; Letter ivas written by her Imperial Highness the 

Grand Princess Catharine Pawtowna (Sister to the Empe* 

ror), to the 3Iinister of the Home Department, 

“ Dolitrje Alexandrowitch, — At a time when every 
lUissian subject is iiispiicd with love for their native country, 
and devotion for its IVIonarcli, which has awakened their ar- 
dour for the ^i‘eate.st sacrifices; at a time w'hcn, to repulse 
the enemy, and preserve the general safety, it is necessary to 
make great sacrifices, and use every exertion, I have not been 
able to repel the feelings of my heart, in taking an active part 
in furnishing the means of supply for our warlike prep^ations. 
After having applied to his Imperial Majesty, my beloved 
Lord and Brother, for his approbation and permission, I have 
to turn to you, and through your assistance carry into elfect 
a purpose 1 have conceived from the most unbounded zeal for ^ 
thcliononr and welfare of my beloved country, and from the 
most allectionate Jove for its Monarch. It is my wdsh to raise 
on my hereditary estates, a certain number of warriors (1200.^ 
men), to whom separate regulations will be given by me, and 
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►V, 

nobility and peasantry of Russia all flocked lo 
join the standard of their Emperor, 

On the S.ith of July, Count Osterrnan Tolstoy 
having been ordered bv (ieiieral Rarelav de Tollv 
to march with his corps in the dirc’ction of Hes- 
chonkovitch, that oflicer at the distance of 
three worsts fell in with thcFicncli out-posts — 
two of them were surprised and takec, but the 
third succeeded in giving an alarm to a str-ai^ 
body of the enemy’s cavalry. The Count, how - 
ever, attacked them with great intn'pid'i;. . and 
after a vigorous resistance thev were ov.-rtlr- ' n 

i.. % 

The impetuosity of the Ruf dians led tin in n . an 
incautious pursuit, by which liiey en' M ini ; ! 
a still greater horly of tlu' enemy’s c i\ali ' . an l 
were obliged to retire witli some loss iipo'. d;. i. 
infantry. 

whom I Will arm and mainlain at mv tAini.-*. I 
not the lea«t douljt l»ul that, accurdni^ In ihi- ii-h in imu' y i 
u. 11 cause lo be i;i\en, this eon'*eri|>t kui will In j*- i im nit 
with tile greatest success, and that tlioM* who ^luil l>i ^ 1 1 , ,l 

tor the defence of iheir religion ant* iiiilj y w ill, l»y llu ir d; > 

tinguished zeal, boon become equal to oltler w :iiTini>. 

I remain your's Miicen ly, 

i:KATr.h‘L\A/- 

AnsU'cr of tht Emperor Altxandtry in his oiin Imnd-vn itiiiz 
** I receive this pro|»o>aI witli the most grateful thanks. 

(Signed) ALEXANDKH/' 
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The success of the enemy induced them to 
advance early on the following morning in great 
I'orce — they commenced an attack on the left of 
the Russians, which was covered by a wood, 
and which the enemy endeavoured in vain to 
get possession of, whilst another body attacked 
the right of the Russians posted on the Dwina. 
— The Russians defended their position with 
th.> cool and determined bravery, and after 
- ( t re contest, the enemy were obliged to 


( ■' .u;t Oslernia:i now deemed it prudent to 
(t'i- ill tlie main army of General Barclay de 
Toil , ieavi ig a small force under Lieutenant- 
( h ral Ko..oviiitzcn in front, to impede the 
' i the enemy. 'I he Lieutenant-General 
■. eontini'ally engaged during the whole of the 
.rth, and lepulsed the different attacks made on 
I’.is brave corps. — At night he received orders 
fivim da Lcmmander-in-Chief to fall back, and 
to lake up the posidon assigned him in the capi- 
tulation of a general battle, now hourly expected, 
but which was prevented by accounts from the 
second army. 

The bulletins issued by the French Ruler, so 
liH’erent from those that had appeared at the 
commencement of any of his former wars, served 
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but to animate the Russians, and to inspire a 
generous enthusiasm, which awakened all classes 
to a just sense of the exertions that were indivi- 
dually necessary. In the bulletins of Napoleon 
were to be perceived no denunciation of ven- 
geance, of seizing of capitals, and of putting an 
end to dynasties; — the only threat he offered 
was to terminate the Russian influence in Eu- 
rope. Buonaparte had imagined, from the vast 
preparations he had formed, and from the un- 
expected inroad into the Russian territories, he 
would have been enabled to dissipate, by his 
columns, into small portions, the military force 
of that countrv', extended along a line of more 
than 800 worsts, and after he had annihilated 
each by itself, to accomplish his vindictive d«?- 
sign as it were bv one blow. Bv such means 
only, however, contrary to the law of nations and 
justice, has he hitherto succeeded in vaiupiisli- 
ing other armies, and in bringing other states 
under his dominion, w'ho were deceived by con- 
fiding in the universal respect that was paid to 
the most sacred rights. 


The French having obtained possession of 
MohilodT, and the road to Smolensk having been 
0|)ened by General Platoff, Prince Bragatioii, 
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whose forces were much diminished; by num- 
bers of the Polish troops having deserted him, 
and by a detachment under General Kamenskoy, 
amounting to 8000 men, having been put off 
"from his main army, determined to march 
upon that town, and the junction bet we-en the two 
armies becoming still more important, the first 
army left Vitepsk, and after some skirmishing 
it reached Smolensk. 

The enemy wore harassed by a detachment 
under the command of Major-General Winzin- 
gerode, from the side of Welisch, where it had 
been posted for the purpose of protecting the St. 
Petersburg road, and to cover the right flank of 
the Russian Grand Army; and Major-General 
Krosnoff having with another detachment got 
on their flank, they were obliged to withdraw 
from Porechia, and concentrate their force at 
Rondina; and the right flank of General Barclay 
de Tolly’s force being by this means secured, he 
marched forward with the whole army, and on 
the 3d of August took a position at the village 
of Wolkowa, with his right wing on the Kasplen 
lake, and the river Wodra in front. The second 
army was to have taken position at Nadwa, but 
having received intelligence of the enemy having 
crossed the Dnieper atDubrowna, in great num- 
bers, towards Laidy, Prince Bragation or- 
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dered the seventh corps, under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Rieflski, to cross over to 
the left bank of the Dnieper to reinforce Major- 
General Newerofski, who was stationed at 
Krasnov with a detachment : the rest of the 
troops of the second army on the morning of the 
loth took possession ofNadwa. In the course 
of the preceding night intelligence had arrived 
that the enemy, after having left Jlondina and 
Liosna, was marching for Lnhawitch, and on 
account of this circumstance, the remaining part 
of the second army, which was at Nadwa, 
marched to Kataue, on the left bank of the 
Dnieper, and the 6th corps occupied Nadwa. 
All the light troops, under the command of Ge- 
neral Platoff, assisted by the detachment under 
the command of Count Pahlen, pursued the 
enemy on the road to Lubawitch. 

In the meantime Lieutenant-General Count 
Witgenstein, with the corps entrusted to his 
orders, destined to act separately, remained on 
the banks of the Dwina, at the advanced work 
o|gPokaseuze, to observe the enemy stationed 
o^osite to him on the other bank, and having 
thrown bridges across the river in the course of 
the night, he sent his cavalry out several times 
ou expeditions, and which, in the course, of 
eight days, took eight officers and about 1000 
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men prisoners from the corps of the General 
of Brigade St. Genie, and almost entirely de- 
stroyed the 7th and 11th regiments of French 
Yagers, the Sth Uhlans, and the 10th regiment 
of Foot Yagers. He afterwards received in- 
formation from his detachments at Drissa, that 
Marshal Oiidiiiot, Duke of Reggio, after having 
passed the Drissa with his corps, was on his 
inarch to Sebeche from Dinabourg ; that Mar- 
shal Macdonald had crossed the river at Yacob- 
stadt, and was shaping his marrh forLoutzen; 
and, according to the statement of a French 
Officer of the General Staff, whom he had taken 
prisoner, other troops were destined to cut him 
off tmm the road of Pshkoff. He therefore re- 
solved to attack the enemy nearest to him, in 
the village Klastiga, and discovered the corps of 
Oudinot stationed before the village of Y'aco- 
bova, at the distance of five wersts, and which 
was already approaching to meet him from Klas- 
tiga. General Witgenstein attacked the enemy 
on the 10th of August with impetuosity, and 
after one of the most obstinate and bloody en- 
gagements, which lasted, without intermission, 
for three days, from early in the morning till late 
at night, he obtained a complete victory. The 
force of Marshal Oudinot*consistod of three di- 
visions of the flower of the French infantry; they 
were totally beaten and thrown into the greatest 
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confusion, *&nd only escaped by means of the 
woody places, and by crossing over the small 
rivulets, the bridges of which they set on fire and 
destroyed. tJcueral Witgeiistcin in his report 
of this battle observes : This three days’ battle 
has crowned our Russian army with fresh lau- 
rels, and the corps entrusted to me have per- 
formed infcredible actions by its valour and its 
discipline, which 1 am unable sufficiently to 
describe. Whatever was opposed to it, batte- 
ries and strong columns, it has, without paying 
attention to the strongest and most obstinate op- 
position on the part of the enemy, overthrown 
and annihilated, by the bayonet, and by the ef- 
fect of the artillery ; all the villages and field.s 
throi^gh which we passed were covered with 
dead bodies. We have taken about 3000 pri- 
soners, among whom are 23 ofticers, 2 pieces 
of cannon, and several powder waggons; and 
both the Crown and private baggage, among 
which is the General’s equipage, has fallen al- 
most entirely into the hands of the victors. So 
soon as I shall have driven them over the Dwina, 
I am determined, as 1 attack them on each side, 
to turn myself against the corps of Marshal Mac- 
donald to attack it: and as I hope, with the as- 
sistance of God, and with the spirit of our 
troops, invigorated by these successes, likewise, 
to perform something, I shall endeavour to clear 



41 


the lines of demarcation allotted ine‘ from the 
enemy, and if this can be effected, the enemy’s 
troops must necessarily withdraw themselves 
from before Higa. The l'*ss on our side is not 
small, particularly in having lost the brave Ge- 
neral Koulneff, who vesterdav had both his leffs 
carried away by a cannon-ball, of which he died 
on the spot; and 1 myself am wounded by a 
bull(;t in the cheek, near the temple, but the 
wound is not at all dangerous.” 

The following very animating proclamation 
of the Emperor Alexander was now published 
in Cieneral Orders, by the Commander-in-Chief. 
General lieuningson. in which was evinced the 
steady policy of Russia to continue retiring, and 
even to give up Moscow rather than hazard a 
general engagement, except upon very favorable 
terms. 

Russians ! — Tlie enemy has quitted the Divina, and 
has proclaimed his intention of otfering battle. He ac- 
cuse* you of timidity, because he mistakes, or affects to 
mistake, the policy of your system. Can he, then, have 
forgotten the chastisement which your valour inflicted at 
Hinabourg and Mire, wherever, in short, it has been 
deemed proper to oppose him ? Desperate counsels are 
alone compatible with the enterprise he has undertaken 
and the dangers of his situation ; but shall wc, therefore, 
he imprudent, and forego the advantages of our own ? 
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He would marcli to Moscow, — let him. But can he, 
by the temporary possession of that city, conquer the 
Empire of Russia, and subjugate a population of thirty 
millions r Distant from his resources nearly SOO miles, he 
would, even if victorious, not escape the fate of the war- 
rior Charles XIF. When, pressed on every side l)y hos- 
tile armies, with a peasantry sworn to his destruction, 
rendered furious by his excesses, and irreconcileabic by 
difference of religion, of customs, of language, how 
would he retreat ? 

Russians ! — Rely on your Emperor and the Command- 
ers whom he has appointed. He knows the ardent and 
indignant valour which burns in the hosoins of his sol- 
diers at the boasts of the enemy. He knows that they 
arc eager for battle; that they grieve at its being defer- 
red, and at the thought of retiring. This cruel neces- 
sity will not exist long. Even now the period of its du- 
ration lessens. Already are our Allies preparing to me- 
nace the rear of the invader, wliile he, inveighled too 
far to retreat with imj^unity, shall soon have to combat 
with the seasons, \vitli famine, and with innumerable 
armies of Russians. Soldiers, when the period for 
offering battle arrives, your Emperor will give the signal, 
w ill he an eye-witness of your exploits, and reward your 
valour. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER. 

V Although tlic system adopted by the Russians 
in this early part of the campaign was judicious, 
and the event proved it to have been suited to 
general circumstances, yet many of the arrange- 
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merits were very defective. The Tiwina had 
been established as their line of defence, yet 
their forces were moved forward, and.arranged 
along file Niemen, from which, as before ob- 
served, they were directed to fall back on the 
approach of the enemy. — The consequence of 
this impolitic arrangement was, that their 
several corps were so dispiTsed in the first 
instance, and the intt'rvals between each so 
great, that tlie rapid advance of the French 
nearly frustrated their concentration, and at all 
events, as already ri'marked, t'neir concentration 
could only take place at a considerable distance 
in the rear. Large magazines were also sacrificed 
from having lieen established upon the advanced 
line, which, under such a system, it could not 
be intended to maintain. On the other hand, 
three separate corps of the Russians were fol- 
lowed by the French, also in separate corps, 
and in the course of these movenu'Uts some of 
the latt'T, who knew little of the country, were 
('xposed to be attacked with great disadvantage 
by the Russians, and in more than one instance 
to be cut off. This occurred particularly in fol- 
lowing Geu'*ral Witgenstein’s corps, and tlie 
too strict adherence to the system which had 
been adopted here operated in favour of the 
French. The subordinate officers wne restrained 
from any infringement of the general instructions, 
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however lYfonifest the partial advantage to be de- 
rived, and before they could report the circum- 
stance, and receive orders to act, the opportu- 
nity was gone. 

The Duke of Reggio next endeavoured to 
strengthen himself in the position he had taken 
up • near Polotzk. but General Witgenstein 
having received reinforcements from Dinabourg, 
resolved to attack him without loss of time, al- 
though the French General, who, in the first 
instance, had been strengthened by the Bava- 
rians, under the command of General Wrede, 
had now received a fresh reinforcement of the 
same troops, under General Deroy. The attack 
was commenced by General Witgenstein on the 
17th of August, and a most murderous atfair 
ensued: in point of numbers the Russians were 
infinitely inferior, vet the fortune of the day at- 
tended them ; they pursued the enemy even to 
the town, and continued the battle in the streets, 
until the darkness of the night put an end to it. 
In this engagement Oudinot received a severe 
wound in his shoulder, and the command of his 
army was entrusted to Gouvion de St. Cyr. — 
The enemy sustained a loss of 7000 killed and 
w'ounded, and §.’500 prisoners; that of the llns- 
sians was comparatively trifling. Notwith- 
standing this defeat, the successor of Oudinot 
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resolved on another attack the following day, 
which totally failed of success, and the enemy 
were again repulsed and driven into the streets 
of Polotzk. — In his report of these battles Gene- 
ral Witgenstein observes — “ The loss in this 
battle of two days was on our part not small. 
Major-Generals Berg, Kasatichkowsky, and 
Hamen, were w'ounded. The former, who only 
received a slight contusion, is again with his 
corps. Of Staff and under Officers 22 w'ere 
killed and 9S wounded; 1492 rank and file were 
killed, and 27+3 wounded. But the loss of the 
enemy far exceeds our’s. The greater part of 
the Generals, according to the unanimous de- 
claration of the officers wffio have been taken 
prisoners, were wounded, and among them 
Marshal Oudinot, who commanded on the first 
day, was wounded in the shoulder, and the 
present commander of the enemy’s army, Gou- 
vion St. Cyr, in the hand. The Commander of 
the first Bavarian division, Deroy, w'as mortally* 
wounded in the body. A General of Brigade, 
with a squadron of the regiment of Horse Guards, 
were cut in pieces, and a Bavarian division lost in 
killed and wounded, on that day, 117 staft' and 
under officers, and above 5000 common men. 

“ The loss of the remainder of the first and 
second French divisions, and the numerous 
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cavalry of the enemy, if we may judge from the 
manner in which our artillery was served, and 
the murderous attack of our cavalry, must have 
not only ecjualled, but much exceeded that of 
the Bavarians. 

“ On the field of battle we took 1 5 pieces of 
heavy artillery ; but of which, for want of horses, 
the damage done their carriages, and their large 
calibre, we onh’’ brought away two, which have 
been sent to Pskow. During the ])ursuit of the’ 
enemy from Swolna, and in these two battles, 
15 upper officers, and.*!?©! privates, were made 
prisoners; — no standards were taken, as tlu* 
enemy’s troops no longer carry any during a 
battle.” 

In the meantime the detachnumt of 8000 men, 
which, as already slated, were prevented from 
joining Prince Bragation’s army, entered Volhy- 
nia, in order to eflect a junction with the army 
under General Tormozolf. At this period the 
Saxon division of General Jlegnier’s corps, 
under General Klingel, was at Kobrine, in ad- 
dition to which place, the enemy occupied 
Slonim and Proujany. The object of Gencial 
Kamgiskoy, commanding the detachment, was 
therefore to reach Loutzk, where he judged 
General Tormozoff’s force to be stationed, and 
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this object he was aware could only be effected 
by the most rapid movements. On the gGth of 
July, he, at a short distance from Kobriue, came 
up with a detachment of General Tormozoff’s 
armv under the Count de Lambert, and this 
reinforcement determined him to attempt driving 
the enemy from that town. In conjunction 
with Count de Lambert, it was resolved that 
their iorccs should cross the Monyavitz, and 
that the town should be attacked at three dif- 
ferent points. The several attacks were made 
in tlu! most heroic manner. The enemy were 
without an expectation of an attack, and there- 
fore totally unprepared. On recovering from 
their confusion and surprise, although they per- 
ceived themselves to be surrounded on all sides, 
they determined on a most vigorous resistance. 
A saiiguinarv conflict ensued, which Buonaparte 
admits to have lasted six hours, and that the 
greater part of General Klingers force were 
killed or taken. The loss of the enemy ex- 
ceeded 1000 in killed before General Klingel 
would surrender. That of the Russians was 
also considerable. Four colours, eight pieces 
of artillery, and a great number of muskets ; one 
General, Klingel, three Colonels, six Lieutenant- 
Colonels and Majors, o7 officers of inferior rank, 
and 2234 men were made prisoners. 
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Major-General Tchaplitz, commanding tlie 
advance of General Tormozoff’s army, reached 
Kobrina, with a large dt!tachment a few days 
after the above gallant affi\ir, and it was forth- 
with determined that these victorious troops, 
with this additional reinforcement, should pro- 
ceed against the enemy at Slonitn, whilst General 
Tdrmozoff, with the main army, followed in the 
same direction. The enemy were, howevt'r, 
found to be in too great strength. Prince Swart- 
zenberg had fallen back on that town, after the 
capture of General Klingel’s army at Kobrin e, 
in order to oppose the advance of the llussiaiis 
in that direction. The advance of the allies 
were now obliged to fall back, and to wait the 
junction with the main army, which was shortly 
afterwards effected. 

General Tormozoff took up a position between 
Kobrine and Proujany, but incautiously lu'g- 
lected to take possession of Pod(d)rie and a wood 
at the back of the high road leading to Kobrine. 
The enemy immediately took advantage of this 
neglect, and seized upon both. Prince Schwart- 
zenbui^ commanded the left, and General Regnier 
the right; the oversight of the Russians gaye to 
thejattera command over their left wing, which 
he readily availed himself of. On the following 
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clay, the 12th of August, a sanguinary conflict 
commenced : General Regnier led his troops on 
in the most opposing and determined, manner, 
but the Russians, though out-mancBuvred, de« 
fended their position with the greatest gallantry 
and pc'rseverance ; the contest on their left 
was sanguinary, and exhibited proofs of the 
greatest bravery and intrepidity. The right of 
the Russians w’as defended by a deep morass, 
w hich the enemy in vain endeavoured to pass, 
and finding all attempts on this point fruitless, 
1‘rinccSchwartzenburgendeavoured, by strength- 
ening General Regnier’s wing, to enable that 
ofticer to out-flank the left of the Russians. 
The allies wore now obliged to change their 
front, and the conflict continued till night, 
when they took up their position at Podubrie. 

In the course of the night it was determined 
to retire on Kobriue, w'hich movement the enemy 
bat slightly opposed. In the battle of the 12th 
till- loss on both sides was very great ; that of the 
enemy exceeded 4000, and the Russians did not 
fall far below that number. 


It has been already stated that General Mac- 
donald’s corps, chiefly Prussians, was stationed 
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early in May, in the neighbourhood of Iliga, and 
General Essen, therefore, who connnandecl tlu' 
allies in t;hat quarter, made every preparation, 
not only to withstand a siegi', by burning the 
suburbs of the city, but to impede thi' emunv in 
the progress of their efforts. — The sub joiiu'd jiro- 
clamation from the 2:ov('rnor was made to the 
inhabitants of Riga, demanding their united 
exertions for the defence of that j>lace. 

^^Inhabitants of Kiev! — enemy is already on 
the frontiers of the empire, and Ibga may he exposed to 
danger; but let not the future be regarded with dismay : 
at the same time that strength and valour protect our 
walls, true patriotism, the distinguishing eliaracteristic of 
its inhabitants, promises security within. But to establish 
this conviction, let unanimity, mutual confidence, and 
cordial co-operation, be our law ; a law to wbieli every 
true citizen will subscribe with eijual cheerfulness and 
bravery. My determination to surmount all difficulties 
must depend for its success on your assistance. Accord- 
ingly, I call upon you, witli the most complete confi- 
dence, to exert every resource, and strain every nerve, in 
defence of the town, and in that of your property and 
homes ; and to clieerfully answer every requisition that 
may be requisite to render that defence successful ; and 
I rely that you will never compel me to resort to the 
aa]^)ority invested in me for that purpose. 

VON ESSEN,^* 

About the middle of July General Lewis was 
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dispatched with a consideraldo force from this 
division for the purpose of occupying Eckau, 
which was readily accomplished. General 
Macdonald had at this period his head-quarters at 
Yacohstadt, whilst General Cirawart commanded 
a part of his force hetwoen Mittau and Riga. 
The niovenu’iit of General Lewis on Bekau 
rr'iidered it necessary that the French General 
should retreat or come to an immediate attack, 
otluTwise reinforcements niitfht enable the 
former to cut him off from the main force under 
Macdonald. I he enemy determined on tl)e 
former step, and advanced in two divisions to 
the attack, one from Kanken, under General 
Kleist, to the left of the allies, whilst a strong 
body moved along the high road to Eckau. The 
attack on both points was conducted with great 
spirit, but the Russians, for some time, main- 
tained their ground, till finding their right 
vigorously pressed by the enemy, whose left had 
been reinforced by fresh troops, they retired in 
good order to a position nearer Riga, and the 
enemy took possession of the town. The loss 
on both sides was nearly equal, and together did 
not exceed 1 100 in killed and wounded. 

f 

No further action of any importaiice took 
place in this quarter for nearly a month ; w'hen 
General Essen, finding that the enemy was con- 



siderably reinforced, and that lie only M'aitcd the 
coming; up. of a heavy hattcrina-traiii. from !)ant- 
zic, to commence the sieg;e of lliga, determined to 
frustrate or impede some part of his plan by 
attaekina the Prussians in their ('ntrenehments 
at Eckan, and endeavour to drive them back 
on Mittau. To accomplish this object a naval 
armament, already notic«'d, consistina of Hritish 
and Russian gun-boats, filb^d with troops, was 
destined to assist. The boats pro(‘eeded up the 
J3oldero river to co-operat(' with the troops from 
Riga and the garrison of Dinamoiid : — the plan 
was, that this expedition should take the etumiy 
by surprise, and faijing in that, to force them 
back from Schlock, and, if possible, to j>enetrate 
to Mittau, or to attack the enemy on their right. 

On the 2;3d August the Russian army ad- 
vanced to the attack. Notwithstanding the 
Prussian troops w’cre admirably posted, their 
entrenchments were carried with the greatest 
ease by the intrepid Russians, and the Prussians 
driven from the works: the ardourof the Russians 
in pursuing that part of the discomfited enemy 
gave an opportunity fora strong body of Prussians 
toAttack them whili; in disorder. The Russians, 
however, rallied, but the confusion into which 
they had been thrown, obliged them, after a 
sanguinary resistance, to quit the held. 
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Tlie attack was recommenced '"a short time 
after, and for a long time maintained on both 
sides with the greatest obstinacy, but finally 
terminated in favour of the aili(;s*. the loss of 
the Prussians amounted to loOO in killed and 
wounded, and 6.-5() prisoners. The loss of the 
Russians in killed and wounded was also very 
trreat, but below that of the enemv. * 

The naval part of the expedition did not, how- 
ever, prove successful. The commander could 
not proceed further than Schlock, which he 
obliged the enemy to evacuate. 


It has been observed that the plan of operation 
was injudicious, inasmuch as the attacking 
force was divided into several bodies, which 
could not afford each other support, and which, 
as they advanced, became opposed to corps of 
the »,'nemy, which by their concentration ob- 
tained a superiority of force, whereas if the 
Russians had concentrated their own force upon 
any one point, they would have been able to 
follow up with effect the first impulse given. 


The Russian armies continued to retreat un- 
broken and sanguine in their cause, and to lay 



waste tlie country through which they retinnl. 
On the l/3th of August, tien. Barclay do Tolly 
had received a report, that the enemy, wlio ad- 
vanced in great force towards Krasnoy, had 
pushed on his advanced guards to Laidy ; and 
that Buonaparte had left \ iti-spk, and conct n- 
trated his whole force near Baleinout/chy, 
Orch?, and Oubrowne. In consequimct* of 
this it was immediately di tennined, that tin* se- 
cond army should fall back, and after uniting all 
its corps on the left bank of the Dnieper, halt, 
whilst tile lirst army was to take up a position 
on the lieights commanding Sinoleiizk, or act 
offensivolv, should the enemy (livid(‘ his Ibrees. 
On the night of the same day, Li(*utenvint-( Ge- 
neral Rajessky rt'porU^d, that Major-ChiU'ral 
Newerofky, after having been attac ked by a su- 
perior force, ha<l fouml himself umler tin* nec't s- 
sity of retreating, having suflered consideralde 
loss, and that he was only seven wersts iioin 
Smolenzk. — All the other accounts agreed in 
stating that the (memy, witli Ins whole Ibrce, 
were passing to the left hank of the Dnie|)er, in 
consequence* of which, without loss ot time*, 1 Ge- 
neral Barclay de Tolly immediati ly jmtthe army 
in motion ; and on the night of the Hith, arrive d 
;j^‘ar Smolenzk, just as tlie enemy were making 
*lftie|ivy attack on Lieutenant-General Ilajessky’s 
456^. Having ascertained that the enemy con- 
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even drawn I’rince Poniatovvski’s corps to tlicir 
assistance, it was to be supposed his real inten- 
tion was to anticipate the Jlussiah army in Do- 
rogahouche, or any other point by which he 
might obtain j)OSsession of tin: Moscow' road, 
(iencral llarclay do Tolly' therefore determined, 
together with the Prince Ilragatioil, that the 
first army' should occupy Smohmzk, and remain 
on the right bank of the Dnieper, and by that 
means cover tlie march of the second army to 
Dorogabouche. In the night between the l 6 th 
and 17th, this plan was executed. The sixth 
corps, to w Inch w as attached the 3 d division of 
infantry, took possession of Smolcnzk and all 
the out-posts. 

On the 17th, at one P. M. the enemy attacked 
the Russian troops, w ho were drawn up on the 
road from Krasnoy' and other points round Sino- 
lenzk ; but, after an engagement, which con- 
tinued, without intermission, for three hours, 
they w'ere repulsed at every point. At five, 
P. M. after bringing a strong column of their 
forces, and an uncomraonlv numerous artillery 
forward, they attacked the city in every direc- 
tion ; but all their eflbrts and endeavours were 
vain, although they drove back the Russian ad- 
vance troops even to the ruins of the walls of 



Smolenzk, and appeared determined to storm the 
city. These, howev^er,' not only defeated but 
drove them back to such a distance, that, at 
night, the Russian advance guards were placi-d 
without the walls. The attack of' tlu' <-iiemy 
was very impetuous; but they received their 
recompeuce in their loss, which was incredibly 
great*; that of the Russians bore no pn>|)or- 
tion to it, although they had 4000 killed or 
wounded. 

The intention of the Russians in defending 
Smolenzk, was to arrest the enemy, and prevent 
their arrival at Jelna and Dorogabouche, and 
thereby give Prince Rragation time to arrive, 
without opposition, at the latter place, the fur- 
ther defence of which could have been no lon'j:er 
useful ; but only, on die contrary, have occa- 
sioned the loss of valiant soldiers ; for which rea- 
son, after having successfully repulsed a severe at- 
tack, the Russians determined in the night be- 
tween the 17th and ISth, to leave the town after 
settingfire to it in several parts ; (when, in the lan- 
guage of Buonaparte’s IJth Bulhuin, “ Smo- 
lenzk offered the French a spectacle similar to 
that which an eruption of Vesuvius presents 
to the inhabitants of Naples :”) but to retain 
possession of the suburbs, called St. I’eters- 
burg,and, with the whole army, to take posses- 
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Sion of the heights opposite Smolenzk, and to 
appear as if waiting the attack of the French. 
The enemy, after garrisoning the tovyn, skir- 
mished the whole day with the Timers, who 
were posted in the. suburbs, of which, during all 
the evening, they gttempted to take possession, 
hut W'cre constantly driven back. Nevertheless, 
during th»' night they succeeded in throwing a 
bridge across above the suburbs, and repairing 
the old one therein. 

At seven, P. M. when no further attack from 
the enemy was expected, a part of the army 
which formed the second column, and consisted 
ol' the 2d and dd corps of cavalry, and 5th and/ 
(ithof infantry, and a part of Major-General Nev ' 
erofsky’s force, under General Dochtoroft', 
themselves in motion, and continued their mai ' 
through Sakelena, Poesklaw, and at nine P. A 
the first column, consisting of the 2d, 3d, and 
4th divisions of infantry, and of the first four of 
reserve of cavalry, under the command of Lieu- 
ti'iiant-General TutchkolV, marched by the way 
of Kraepatscheni, Gedeonovo, &c. to the high 
road of Dorogabouche, but the troops under the 
command of Major-General Boroskoff’, who gar- 
risoned the Petersburg suburbs, marched on 
the I9th, two hours after midnight, and formed 
the rear-guard of the first column. General 



Platoff detached part of liis lij^ht troops, and 
formed a chain of detachments from Smolensk 
to Porelscheji, in such a manner tliat they eould 
approach witli both columns to the Dnieper, 
and that these detachments siiould approach 
each other and form a mass, which could he 
freely used on all sides. 

At three A. M. Major-Cicneral Korfl' having 
destroyed all communications with the right 
bank of the Dnieper, coinmeiK'ed his retreat in 
the direction of the first column, and tlu- em niy 
after throwing a bridge over tin* river to the right 
of Smolcnzk, began to pursue, at the same time 
\ detaching a great part of his troops on the high 
‘road to Moscow ; and scarcely had the second 
fhrps passed the village of (ledensnowo, where 
ifue road divides, one of which learls to Moscow 
h^nd the other to Briduhens, to which the first 
column marched, when the enemy dro\c back 
the rear-guard, which was on the high Moscow 
road; and whilst they w(>re furiously advancing 
to take possession of those points, which the 
rear-guard of Major-Cjcncral Ketrfl’s division 
had to pass, (to prevent any danger to this Ue- 
neral’s detachment, which covered the retreat of 
the army on the main road, and was still at six 
worsts distance from the second corps.) Barclay 
de Tolly ordered Major-General Prince Wirtem- 
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burg to defend this post with some divisions of 
ih(' fourth eorjjs, and the necessary quantity of 
artillery, till Major-General Korff should ar- 
rive with his detachnierit. Notwithstanding 
the immense sujjcriority of the enemy, the 
I’rinee of Wirtemburg kept possession of this 
post till Major-Gtmeral Korff with his detach- 
ni' iit, joined him, and then protected the jetreat. 

1’he enemy, who did not succeed in this ope- 
ration, next began to force Major-General 
Korff’s corps, which was posted along the 
great road to Moscow near to the town of Va- 
litina, and to pass troops from the left to the 
right ol’ the Dnieper, above his position, to be- 
come master of the points w liich lead to the 
gri’at road, before the arrival of tlie second 
corps. 

The Jd and 4th corps were already drawn up 
in order of battle at this place ; but with a view 
to detain the enemy, the advanced-guard under 
Major-General Tutchkoif was sent against them. 
He was already four worsts from the high road, 
on which the sc cond division of cavalry, and 
^lajor General Korfl’s rc-gimcnt was obliged to 
pass. Not long aftt;r Major-General Tuichkoff 
was much pressed by the enemy, and w'as sup- 
ported by the 3d and 4th divisions of cavalry, in 
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order to'assist in repelling the furious attacks of 
the enemy. 

At six P. M. tlie enemy attacked Major-Ce- 
neral Tiitchkofl’ with their whole force, consist- 
ing of the corps under Marshals Davoust, N<'y, 
a part of the V iceroy of Italy’s corps, and the 
cavalry of the Kingof Naph-s corps : these united 
forces endeavoured by every possil)le exertion to 
drive him from his position. — In the meautinie 
Major-General KorfF’s detacinncnt, and the i’d 
corps, arrived on the high road, from whence 
General Barclay de Tolly also sent a part of tln^ 
troops to support GeneralTutchkolf. Tliis ac- 
tion, which continued from 1 P. M. till ten at 
night, was hot and bloody'. ’I'lio I’rench Mar- 
shals led on their troop.s in the most determined 
manner, hut the Russians were cool and un- 
daunted, and after a sanguinary conflict, tiie re- 
inforcements under Major-Cieneral Korlf ena- 
bled them to d<'feat the further attempts of the 
enemy, and finally obliged him to make a re- 
trogadc movement. The loss of the Russians 
on this day was very considerable, hut that of 
the enemy exceeded it: although in the 1 tth 
Bulletin he states its amount at 600 killed, and 
:2000 wounded. In this affair the Prench 
neral Count Guden was killed : he was struck 
at the commencement of the action by a musket 
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l>all. Tlu- former had cavalry attached to their 
left flank, which, notwithstanding the superior 
miinhers of tlu' enemy’s cavalry, n'j)uls(!d se- 
veral desperate charges : at one o’clock of the 
morning of the 20th, the army put itself in mo- 
tion, taking the direction of Slob-Pu(;va. 

The situation of affairs in Russia had induc'Sed 
Alexander to accord with the demands of Tur- 
key, and thus to oluain a peace with that em- 
pire. Hussia had recjuired the cession of Molda- 
via, Wallachia, ami the establishment of the Da- 
nube as the southern boundary of her empire, 
but now confined lierself to that part of Molda- 
via on the eastern bank of the Pruth. — By one 
of the stipulations of the Treaty ofTilsit, Russia 
was to I'vacuate AVallachia and Moldavia : this 
had lu'en deferred, and at the interview which 
took ])lac(i lictvveen the Emperor Alexander and 
Buonaparte at Erfurth, it was determined that 
Russia should not only not evacuate those pro- 
vinces, but that she should unite them to her 
empire. — The peace, however, now concluded 
with Turkey, afforded the Emperor the means of 
converting all his forces to the expulsion of the 
invader ; and, accordingly, the army which had 
been employed on the frontier, marched throngh 
the south of Poland, and united itself to the 
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army which had l)een previously stationed in 
Volhynia. 

The fbllowino: are the principal ot‘th(‘ sixteen 
Articles of the Treaty of Pcaice concluded lu'- 
tween Ilussia and the Sublime Porte: — 

Art. I. — ^Thcro shall be peace and friendship between 
the two powers, and both the contract in, ir parties shall use 
every effort to avoid every tiling that may occasion Imsii- 
lities between their subjects. 

II. Full and perfect amnesty shall be granted to ilw 
subjects of both parties, wbo bavc taken jiart in the ope- 
rations of the war against the interest of their imitual 
Sovereigns. 

III. All former treaties shall remain in force, xvith tlic 
exception of siicli articles wliich, by the jirescni treatv, 
have undergone some alteration. 

IV. According to the first article of the prelinnnarieN. 
it is agreed, that the river Prutli, from its entrance into 
Moldavia, until its junction witli the Danube, arul left 
bank of the Danube froin such junction to the mouth of 
the Kili, and from thence to the sea, shall form the boun- 
daries of the two empires, the mouth of the said river to 
be for the common use of both. The small islands, which, 
previous to tlie war, were uninhabited, lying near to tlie 
left bank of the Danube, shall remain uninhabited, nor 
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shall any fortificfitions be erected on the said islands. 
On the other hand, the Ottoman Porte relinquishes to 
l{ussia all provinces, fortresses, towns, &c. lying on the 
h*ft hank of the Pruth, and the niid-chaiincl of the said 
river shall be the boundary between the two empires. The 
merc hant vessels of both nations may navigate the whole 
course of the Danube ; but the Russian ships of war must 
come no further than the entrance of the Prutli. 

V. His Imperial Russian Majesty, on the other hand, 
restores to the Ottoman l^orte the territory of Moldavia, 
on ih(‘ right bank of the Pruth, as likewise the Greater 
ami Lesser W’allachia. The inhabitants of these pro- 
\ inces shall be IVeed from all contributions for the space 
of two years, and those shall be fixed according to the 
present largeness ot Moldavia. 

VI. Tlie boundaries on the side of Asia shall be fixed 
perfectly so as they were before the war broke out. 

VII. The Mahometan inhabitants in the provinces 
ceded to Russia, as likewise the natives of other parts, 
wli(» in eonseqiicnce of the war are now in Russia, may 
return with their property within the space of eighteen 
months to Turkey. In like manner the Christians be- 
longing to the country now added to Russia, and who are 
now in Turkey, may, without any let or molestation, re- 
turn to Russia. 

VIII. The Ottoman Porte grants a pardon and general 
amnesty to the Servians, who shall in no Asq or means 
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be molested for their past actions. The fortresses lately 
erected in their country shall be demolisliccl. 

[The remaining articles, there are sixlcen in all, re- 
late to the liberation of jrrisoners, the liquidation of debts, 
the removal of tr<K)psfroni the ceded places, the promised 
mediation of the Porte with Persia to restore peace between 
her and Russia, and the exchange of the ratifications.] 

The happy tennination of the war with I'urkey 
induced the Kinperor Alexaiidc'rat tliis pt'riod to 
appoint (Jen. Barclay do Tolly to the nianageinent 
of the War Department at St. Petershnrg. (ieii. 
KtitusofT, who had commanded the army eftln 
Danube, to be Commaiider-in-Chief of all Iik 
armie.s, and Admiral Tchidr.mofl', who hud been 
employed in the negociatioii with 'J'urkey. sm - 
cceded to the command of Kutusofl ’s late army . 

A cause, however, ot the removal of Gerierai 
Barclay de Tolly fmm the chief command, and 
tlu! nomination of General Kutusotf, was a mo- 
mentary change in the system of operations, the 
Russian army becoming very impatient and even 
indignant under a succession of retreats’ 

* " nie most difficidt of all operations is a Russian retreat, 
such a movement Iwing totally contrary to the priiicij>le ot 
Russian warfare, and to the practice of Suwarroff. Wlu-n 
Bconingsen retired from Yankova, on the approach of Buoiia- 
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General Kiitusoff arrived at the head-quarters 
atZarevo-Zalomitchi, on the evening of the 29th 
of August. He found the first and the second 

parte, and sought to evade the enemy by forced marches in 
the dark nights of a Poland winter, although 90,000 men 
thundered on in close pursuit, the Russian murmur at retreat 
was so imposingly audacious, the clamour for the battle so 
loud and reiterated, and the incipient disorder so frightfully 
f vtcnding; that Benningson was obligedto promise acquiescence 
w ith their demand, and to soothe their discontents by as- 
suring them that he was marching to find a suitable theatre 
of combat. Yet when this army, w'earicd, famished, and di- 
minished by the loss of 1 0,0<X) men, entered Eylau, theiraligne- 
iiieii! for battle, order regenerated as with the British at 
Coruna : the memory of former glories, and the confidence 
of approaching victory, cheered even the most exhausted ; 
and a spectator would have supposed that the joyous exclama- 
tion commemorated a success, instead of being an anticipa- 
tion of the most sanguinary trial that was yet upon the records 
of this bloody war. Such was their vehement ardour to re- 
trieve imaginary disgrace, and profit of a liberty to engage, 
tliat when, in the evening before the battle, Benningson ordered 
the village of Eylau, which had been abandoned by mistake, 
to be recovered, — and afterwards recalled the order upon 
seeing the superiority of the enemy, the troops refused to 
obey the order of recal, and rushed on to their purpose. 

No carnage intimidates the survivors ; — ^bullets may de- 
stroy, but cannot deter. — Comrades, go not forward into the 
trenches/^ cried out a retiring party to an advancing detach- 
ment, '' retreat with us, or you will he lost, for the enemy are 
already in possession.^’ " Prince Potemkin must look to that,” 
replied the commander, for it was he who gave the order. 

VOL, I. P 
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armies in junction, but retreating upon Gchatz, 
and abandoning Viasma, to which they Imd set 
fire, General Parclay de Tolly not having thought 
that position favourable enough for accepting 
battle. — Prince Kutusofi*, on his part, resolved 
not to give battle until be should have received 
the reinforcements which he expected from Mos- 
cow and Kalouga. 

The Russian army was thus continually rein- 
forcing as it got nearer its resources ; whilst the 

Come on, Russians.” And he and hi« men marchtd forwards, 
and perished, the victims of their cuura^tous sense of duty.'* 
From Sir Robert Wihon*s Camp, in Poland. 

The following character of the Russian Soldier is given bj/ the 
Jlon. Colonel Dillon. 

Blind and implicit obedience is the distin^ninhirijpc cha- 
racteristic of the Russian soldier. Tht* love of life itself, and 
all the incidents, and all the contint^eneies that can afiect the 
feelings, raise or depress the spirit, diversify the sentii.ient , 
or animate the aflections ; all passions, propensities, and in- 
clinations, are absorbed in this one sen.se of implicit duty ; 
which almost, with him, goes to change his very nature. Al- 
though slow in acquiring discipline, and hccoming a soldi«:r, 
the Russian, when once made such, stands as inotioiile.ss in 
the field of battle as any inanimate substance ; and jiossesscs 
an insensibility to danger, not exceeded Ijty any of the brute 
creation. Hence, as far as the formation of a battalion or 
a squadron extends, the Russian troops are perfectly dis- 
ciplined ; and, in point of steadiness, exceed any other troops 
in Europe* 
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French armies were getting farther from their 
reinforcements, and weaker as they advanced. 
This plan had been judged the most proper, in 
order to compensate for the superiority in num-. 
hers, which the enemv obtained from the im- 
mense means placed at his disposal by all the 
Continental states. 

It was not long before this plan, directed and 
executed by Prince Kutusoff, afforded a grand 
and brilliant result. Even before his arrival at 
the army, he had caused the reserves, com- 
manded by General Miloradovitch, and the 
Militia of the government of Moscow, under the 
orders of Lieutenant-General Count Markoff, to 
be directed upon Mojaisk. 

Buonaparte’s head-quarters, on the SOtN 
of August, were in the ruins of Viasma ; on the 
31st, at Velitchere ; on the 1st, 9d, and 3d 
September at Gchatz, and on the 4th were at 
Gredniva, from whence, at 6 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, his army was put in motion. 

The village of Borodino, situated 12 wersts in 
advance of Mojaisk, was the point on which 
General Kutusoff determined to await the 
enemy. The position behind the village was 
strong enough on the right and the centre, 
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covered by a ravine and a deep rivulet ; but the 
left, supported by the village of Semenoffka, did 
not afford the same advantages ; it might be 
turned by the old road from Smolenzk to Mqjaisk. 
The General in Chief, to guard against these 
disadvantages, gave orders for fortifying that 
wing. He ordered some redans to be constructed 
on the left of the village of Semenofka, and a 
redoubt in front of it, at one cannon shot and a 
half off. This redoubt was considered as an 
isolated work, which, even if lost, would make 
no change in the system* of defence, and was 
intended more particularly to be of service in 
keeping the enemy some time at a distance. 
These points were scarcely fortified, when the 
enemy appeared on the .5th, and directed his 
vanguard upon the advanced redoubt. — A very 
sharp action commenced, in the first place, at 
four in the afternoon, with the rear-guard under 
the orders of Lieutenant-General Konovnitzen, 
which was just reaching the position, and after- 
wards with the army of Prince Bragation, which 
formed the left. 

The redoubt, which the hardness of the ground 
had prevented the Russians from entirely com- 
pleting, wasvigorously defended fromfouro’clock 
in the afternoon until night. It was taken and 
retaken four times by the 27th division, which 
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had the charge of maintaining it, and was not 
abandoned until night. The 9d division of 
Cuirassiers, which executed several brilliant 
charges, of which the result was the capture of 
eight pieces of cannon, particularly distinguished 
itself during that part of that day. The 6th 
passed in skirmishes of no importance. The 
enemy defiled towards his right the. principal 
part of his forces, and covered his left by 
batteries. 

The Russian Commander-in-Chief, who had 
foreseen that his left would be the principal 
point of attack, made the following dispositions : 
the 2d, the 4 th, 6th, and 7th corps formed two 
lines of infantry, behind which were placed all 
the corps of cavalry. That of the Guards was 
in reserve betw'een the centre and the left, which 
was moreover covered by the 8th corps. In 
order the better to insure the defence of the 
weak point of the position, Lieut.-General 
TutchkofF, with the third corps and a part of 
the militia of Moscow, was placed in ambuscade 
behind the brushwood at the extremity of the 
left, with orders to act by the old road from 
Smolensk upon the right and the rear of the 
French, as soon as they should attack, and en- 
deavour to turn their left. The grenadiers of 
Count Worronzoff defended the redans. 
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Prince KutusofF, immediately on his arrival 
at this position, had assembled the Generals, 
and harangued the Stafl": he was received with 
acclamations of the M armest enthusiasm. Pull 
of the sacred cause they had to dt'fend, the 
Russian army manifested a feeling, whicdi even 
then gave an assurance of the gi(»rions deeds, of 
which the day of the 7th was witness, whilst 
every breast panted with anxious desire and high 
confidence after the decisive' moment. 

The order of the day issued by Buonaparte, 
is deserving of notice: “Soldiers, behold the 
field of battle you have so much desired ! hence- 
forth victory depends on you : it is necessary to 
us; it will give us plenty, good quarters for 
the winter, and a speedy return to your country. 
Behave yourselves as vou did at Austerlitz, at 
Friedland, Vitepsk, at Smolenzk ; and that the 
latest posterity may speak of your conduct this 
day with pride — that it may say of each of you, 
he was at that great battle under the walls of 
Moscow.” 

Heavy on both sides passed the night, still 
more heavy expectation in every breast. At 
four o’clock in the morning the enemy, availing 
hims&lf of athick fog, began hismovementtowards 
the left of the Russians, and on that wing his 
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principal efforts were throughout directed. 
Soon afterwards the battle became general, and 
continued until night. The attack on the re- 
dans was extremely sharp, and they were most 
vigorously defended ; each Russian soldier was 
seen rivalling his comrade in courage and per- 
severance. They w’ere disputed from 7 o’clock 
in the morning until 10 with an unexampled 
obstinacy. In this sanguinary combat Major- 
General Count Worronzoff* was wounded in 
a bayonet charge againsttheenemy,andthe Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the second army, Prince 
Bragationf was wounded soon afterwards. 

* Count Michael Worronzoff, brother to the Countess of 
Pembroke, and heir to the illustrious house of WorronzofS at 
the age of twenty-nine, had, by his achievements, gained the 
rank of Major-General, and in an action in Turkey, recovered, 
at the head of a regiment lately given him, the colours it had 
forfeited by misconduct in Austria. Europe does not boast 
a more accomplished gentleman or braver soldier . — Sir 
Robert Wilson^ s Campaigns in Poland, 

f Prince Bragation received a severe wound, which 
shattered to pieces his left leg — he was afterwards removed 
to Moscow, and on the approach of the enemy, the governor, 
Rastapehin, had him conveyed, with the sick and wounded, 
from that city : he died on the road, and was buried at 
Yarraslaff He was an amiable man, and a meritorious officer, 
and very much distinguished in the Campaigns of 1806 and 
1807. — Of his services in those years Sir Robert Wilson has 
published the following account. — He commanded the ad- 
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Nevertheless, all the attacks which the enemy 
«nade against the left of the Russian position, as 
well with his infantry as with bis cavalry, were 
fruitless, and repulsed with such loss, that 
towards night he was even forced to abandon 

vanced-guard, and by pressing the enemy from Dculsch 
£y]au, and destroying tht ir rear-gnard, relicveti (>randenz 
from blockade: rominamled in the rear at the retreat from 
Bergfricd : sustained the attack of the French in the un- 
favourable position in front of Laiid>herg : checked the ad- 
vance of the French two miles in front of F.ylau : his conduct 
throughout the retreat to Eylau did him infinite honour: 
commanded the advanced-guard at F^ lau ; when the Frcncli 
demanded possession of the village of Petcrswaldc, on his 
answering that he was there to give them welcome/* they 
retired without firing a shot. — The advanced-guard under 
him was inspected at Bartenstein, by the Emperor of Russia 
and the King of Prussia, and was found in admirable order, 
and the huts, &c. arranged with an elegance that was quite 
unexpected : with the advanced-guard he drove the F'reneh 
over the passage before the combat <if Depjicn ; in the passage 
of the Aller at Giittstadt, with that courage, conduct, and 
fortune, which characterizes all his serv ices, he withdrew his 
troops, and destroyed his bridges with inconsiderable io.ss ; 
thus, in the presence of Buonaparte, securing the escape of a 
feeble rear-guard, which, if ]>roperIy pressed, must have been 
overwhelmed ; at lleilsherg, he disjilayed eijual judgment, 
retreating in the face of the enemy, and drawing him under 
the fire of 150 pieces of cannon ; at Wehlaw, after the battle 
ofFriedland, he supported the Cosfeacks and Basquiers with 
a timely reinforcement : he was made the channel of Benning- 
son*s proposition for the armistice, which took place before 
the peace concluded at Tilsit/*— The gallantry, intrepid spirit. 
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the little ground which he had gained in the 
morning. — His attacks upon the centre did not 
meet with better success. Repulsed at every 
point, he retired towards the beginning of the 
night, and the Russians remained masters of the 
field of battle. On the following morning 
^Cieneral Count Platoff was sent in pursuit of 
him ; he came up with his rear-guard at eleven 
wersts distance from the village of Borodino, and 
successfully harassed the same. 

The loss of the enemy in this battle amounted 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners, to 50,000 
men ; Marshal Davoust was wounded, the Ge- 
neral of Brigade, Bonami, made prisoner, and 
Generals Caulincourt and Montbrun killed : that 
of the Russians to d2,000 ; besides the two Ge- 
nerals before-mentioned, the Lieutenant-Gene- 
rals Tutchkoff', Prince Garchikoff', and Konov- 
nitzen ; the Major-Generals Backmetioflf, Ra- 
jessky, and KretoflT, were among the wounded. 
The general loss of the Russians in officers on 
this and the preceding day exceeded 1400. — The 


ability, and perseverance which this illustrious Prince proved 
himself to possess throughout his distinguished military career, 
are above all praise. After he had received his mortal wound 
in the battle of Borodino, he refused to allow his soldiers to 
remove him from the field of battle until the victory had been 
gained. 
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French General, Bonami, who was taken badly 
wounded, was drunk*. He was tiic only man 
left alive out of a column which obtained pos- 
session of the Russian batti-ries, and was finally 
repulsed. 

The Russians had engaged every corfis on the 
7th, of September; they eonse<|Uently liad no 
reserve, and could not pursue the enemy in any 
force when he retired from the fieltl. It was 
General KutnsoflT’s intentitm to liave altaeked 
the French on the following day, Inid he not 
learnt that their reserves had not lH*en engaged: 
his own cavalry had also su tiered considc'rahlj', 
and these reasons determined him to n tr<‘at. 

General Barclay de Tolly, who had been su- 
perseded, as already stated, diil not, however, 
quit the Russian army until after the battle of 
Borodino. — It has be«-n said, and I believe upon 
good authoritj’, that this officer and General 
Kutusoff did not agree as to the opt-ratituis of 
that day. Barclay de Tolly has proved himself 
a most gallant, zt'alous and usid'u I officer ; but 
in the chief command he seems to have been too 

* That a Frencti General of Brigade should be found in a 
complete state of intoxication afli r a premeditated attack of 
this important nature, may appear to many incredible. 1 
have, however, the highest authority iu support of the fact. 
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much afraid of personal responsibility. — The 
Jlussian army owes particularly to him its im- 
provement in system and discipline. 

The most correct account of the battle of Bo- 
rodino, of which the following is an epitome, 
was circulated at St. Petersburg. 

“ The Russian army continued its retreat 
u])on tlie village of Borodino, between Mojaisk 
and Irisk, on the high Moscow road. It was 
here reinforced by 1.1, 000 etVective men, under 
(leneral Milora;lovitch, and 21,000 militia, 
cliiefly armed with pikes, under Gen. Markoff. 
The total number of the Russian army, exclusive 
of militia, amounted to 10.^,000 effective men; 
the French army ainounti'd to 1:30,000, rein- 
forcements having been drawn to it from the 
military posts occupied by the enemy. 

Buonaparte, contrary to all expectation, as 
he had omitted the favourable moment for at- 
tacking the Russians on their march from Smo- 
lenzk, to repass the Dnieper, presented his army 
in order of battle on the 5th of September. It 
is possible that the appointment of Prince Kutu- 
sofl' had baffled his hopes of peace ; and that he 
found himself now obliged to effect that by 
force which he was in hopes to have obtained 
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by the influence of fear on the Russian Cabinet. 
Certain it is, that be himself regretted liis for- 
mer neglect of opportunity, and that he said, 
* I have lost one of the most brilliant occasions 
of my life.’ 

Prince Bragation’s army sustained the Russian 
left; but it was very much advanced in front of 
the centre and right. A battery of seven guns 
on a hill covered the advance of Prince Braga- 
tion’s army, which J shall in future call the 
Second Army. 

The action began about two o’clock in the 
afternoon of the 6th of September, and was 
furiously fought on both sides until near dark, 
when the enemy possessed himself of the hill 
and battery, and obliged the Second Army to 
retire and take up its position in alignement 
with the First Army, keeping some hills in its 
front, on which batteries were erected. On the 
morning of the 7th, the French, with all their 
force, again fell upon Prince Bragation ; after a 
desperate resistance, broke in upon him, obliged 
him to retreat in some disorder, and the reserves 
of the First Army were under the necessity of 
moving to the left and front, to cover his works 
and oppose the enemy, which service was effec- 
tually executed ; and the Second Army being 



rallied again, advanced into battle, and in its 
turn supported the troops that had covered it. 
The Russian line was, however, obliged to 
throw back its left a little, so as to form an 
angle with a part of the centre and right. At 
the salient point of this angle was a battery, 
which, if taken and kept by the enemjr, would 
have commanded the whole Russian position, 
and obliged a retreat. Buonaparte finding that 
the Russians remained steady, not\^ithstandi&g 
the tremendous artillery cross-lire, resolved to 
have this work carried. A^arious attempts were 
made during the day, by cavalry and infantry, 
but they were always repulsed. Towards nine 
o’clock in the morning. General Bonami had, 
however, lodged himself in the battery, in front 
of the Russian left ; but General Gormouloff 
seizing the command of a column, (for he was 
a Staff Officer,) rushed upon the battery, re- 
carried it, put every man in it to the bayonet 
except General Bonami, who fairly escaped 
with twenty wounds, one of which struck into his 
breast. Towards dusk the enemy’s force retired, 
abandoning the battery, which he had again 
carried about four o’clock in the afternoon, and 
which battery had been taken and retaken three 
times during the day. He gradually withdrew 
back upon some works in his rear, out of can- 
non-shot, and from thence fell back about two 



wersts and a half, with his main body ; giving 
orders for his heavy guns, &c. to retire upon 
Mojaisk. The Russian army remained upon 
the field until the next evening, whence Prince 
Kutusoff fell back three wersts with his main 
body, and left General Platolf with liis Cos- 
sacks to occupy the ground in. front oflioro- 
dino. 

♦ Thus terminated, in the field, the memorable 
battle of Borodino ; and so far it resembled the 
battle of Preuss Evlaii, but not in its conse- 
quences ; for Eylau preserved Koningslu'rg, 
whereas Borodino accelerated the loss of Mos- 
cow. I am, however, inclined to think, that 
Borodino, theoretically, was in the field a more 
decisive victory than Eylau, as the Russians 
there quitted the ground during the same night; 
whereas, at Borodino, it w’as the enemy who 
withdrew. 

It, however, greatly differed from Eylau in 
its progress ; for Borodino W'as a battle on 
points, — Eylau was a parade battle, general 
throughout the line, and covering every man in 
the field with its iron canopy. The Russians 
had more than 600 guns in the field, but the 
fire was sustained by about 268 pieces. 
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The loss ut Borodino to the Russian army 
, was, perhaps, severe ; as it now appears, that 
9o,000 were killed or wounded, (at least one-half 
killed,) and above 1 jOO officers, of whom three 
Generals were killed, and nine wounded. 

The loss of the enemy could not but be far 
greater ; calculation so far could not err ; but it 
now appears, from their own correspondence, 
that they estimate their loss at 26 Generals hors 
de combat (of whom 7 were killed), and 35,000 
men.” 

It cannot be disputed that the immediate re- 
sults of the battle of Borodino were in favour of 
the Russians, as they were not forced from their 
position, and as the French retired from the field 
of action. But the further results, or rather the 
movements which succeeded the battle, were si- 
milar to those which had taken place after victo- 
ries gained by Russian armies attacked in their 
positions in former wars and campaigns. The 
victorious army not only could not follow’^ up 
the blow and assume the offensive, but it was 
itself obliged to retire in order to remedy the 
disorder and confusion attendant upon a general 
and sanguinary battle; and this circumstance so 
often occurring can only be ascribed to a defec- 
tive organization of the army, which cripples 
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and paralyzes its itioveiiicnts and resources 
to an extent never experienced in any other 
service. 

The distinguished veteran Prince Kutusoif, 
whose services had long before entitled him to 
most particular notice, was now honoured with 
th6 appointment of Field Marshal, with a grant 
of 100,000 roubles ; and five roubles were given 
by order of his Imperial Majesty, to each soldier 
who had a share in this memorable battle. 

Throughout the vast empire, the sacred torch 
of the love of their country had awakened in 
each Russian their virtue and their courage. 
Each perceived that the contest was one be- 
tween liberty and despotism, profligacy and mo- 
rality: each also perceived that it was not a 
contest to be decided by the event of a battle, or 
even the result of a campaign, but by a superior 
vigour, perseverance, and undoubting confidence 
in the justice of their cause. Though a good 
cause is not always triumphant, yet it seldoi^ 
fails but for want of prudence : the present was 
ultimately to be decided in favour of that party 
which employed the greatest vigour, talent, and 
ohanimity: these, on the side of justice, could 
not fail of success. — There was no acceptable 
medium, no alternative, now left for Russia : 
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either that great nation must have expelled the 
invader, or her existence, her honour, rights, jus- 
.tice, judgment, and energy, must have expired 
for ever. 


Two days after the battle of Borodina, Marshal 
Kutusoff retired a short distance on the Moscow 
road : he intended to make a stand within two 
or three worsts of Moscow, and redoubts were 
constructing on the position chosen, but this 
position being considered by him unfavourable, 
he, after a council of war, continued his retreat, 

DESCRIPTION OF MOSCOW. 

This astonishing city, comprising within its vast boundaries 
the opposite extremes of grandeur and wretchedness, of wealth 
and poverty, of superstition and debauchery, exhibits to the 
eye of an in(]uiring stranger objects of the deepest interest, 
and yields to the mind matter for wonder and contemplation. 
Its prodigious dimensions, the sumptuous palaces of its ancient 
princes and nobles, its stupendous edifices, whether for the 
worship of the Supreme Being, or for the advancement of 
commerce and public defence, afford abundant scope for the 
researches of the historian and the scholar, and impress the 
most casual observer with a feeling of respect and astonish- 
ment for the nation to which it is so great an ornament. 

The circumference of Moscow, taken witLont the ramparts, 
is somewhat more than 26 miles. The city is distributed into 
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and retired to a strong position near Podolsk and 
Wakadesk, twenty miles beyond Moscow', leav- 

five divisons ; the Kremlin, Khitaig^orod, Biclj^orod, Seinlaino^ 
gorod, and Slobbda. The first-named division, the Kremlin, 
is an assemblage of wonders; it is surrounded by walls, 
towers, and ramparts, on all its suits, and is filled witli domes 
and steeples ; the edifices within its bounds are all constructed 
with such strange irregularity, that the appearance differs in 
every direction, but the view from its heights of the city much 
surpasses any other, both for splendour and singularity, and 
that from the tower of St. Jvan surpasses all. The Kremlin 
is entered through an arched portal, painted red, and called 
the holy gate; and no person of any rank or description may 
be permitted to pass this entrance unless uncovered : so much 
of superstitious reverence is paid to it, on account of a faviuirite 
Russian saint, whose picture is suspendefi there, and who, 
tradition affirms, did, like another Pan, strike terror into an 
invading army of Poles, who had possession of the city, and 
were on the point of forcing this portal. The great hell of 
Moscow, the largest in the world, lies in a ileep pit in the midst 
of the Kremlin. It was founded by order of the Empress 
Ann, as an act of [liety, and was never suspended. Dr. 
Clarke describes it very accurately, and agrees nearly with 
the account given by Jonas Hanway, of its dimensions. The 
ancient palace of the Czars is within these ramparts, remark- 
able for being the birth-place of Peter the Great ; the scene of 
the murders committed by the Strelitzes, in the well-known 
conspiracy during the minority of Peter, the butchery of John 
Narishkin, and the fall of Demetrius; there is also here a gun of 
immense calibre, supposed to be cast in 1694 : the Russians are 
extremely jealous of strangers examining this prodigious 
piece>>f artillery ; the dimensions cannot, therefore, be given 
with any exactness ; it is ascertained, however, that its lip is 
ten mches thick, and it will admit a man of middle stature 
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ing the enemy to enter the city. Buonaparte in 
consequence of this movement proceeded to 

sitting^ uprip;ht within its mouth : the treasury and regalia are 
here, and also the crowns of contpiercd provinces, viz. Casan, 
Siberia, Astracan, and the Crimea. In the palace are shewn 
several articles, valuable only from their antiquity, and some 
trifling specimens in natural ciirio^ties, but what most attracts 
the wonder and attention of strangers is the famous model of 
the Kremlin, planned under the auspices of Catherine the Se- 
cond, which would have been, if complele l, the miracle of the 
universe: some accident happening to retard the erection, de- 
termined that magnificent princess to relinquish the under- 
taking. Mad the work lieen completed, it would have ex- 
ceeded in costliness, magnificence, and beauty, the temple of 
Solomon, the Propylaeiim of Amasis, the Villa of Adrian, or 
the Forum of Trajan. There is nothing in Europe like the 
various exhibitions presented to the eye in this extraordinary 
quarter of Moscow, — Indian, Chinese, Gothic, Tartarian, 
richness, elegance, barbarism, decay ! — in short, it is an as- 
semblage of wonders, and perhaps forms the most novel and 
interesting coup d'(Bi I in the universe — the patriarch’s palace, 
the cathedral with seven towers, two convents, several 
churches, and the arsenal, are wdthin the Kremlin. 

The Khitaigorod, or second division, is much larger than 
the Kremlin, containing the university, the printing-house, 
and many other public edifices; in this quarter are the shops 
of the tradesmen : — ^there is a street in this division in which 
the houses are built adjoining each other, and the only one 
in Moscow of that description ; the houses are in general 
white-washed, or stuccoed. 


The Bielgorod, or white town, incircles the tw o preceding 
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Mojaisk, where his head-quarters were established 
on the 12th ; on the 13th they were at the Castle 

divisions, and takes its name from a uhite wall, by which it 
was once surrounded. ITiere is nothing worthy of remark 
in this portion of Moscow. 

T|)e Semlainogorod environs all the other three divisions, 
and is encompassed by a circular rampart of earth. The last 
two divisions are composed of a strange assemblage of con- 
trasted objects, which altogether form a grotesque appearance 
—churches, palaces, convents, wooden-houses, aiwi wretched 
hovels ! 

The Sloboda, or suburbs, form avast exterior circle round 
the whole of the divisions already described, and are invested 
by a ditch and low rampart. The Slolxxia contains, besides 
buildingsof every description, delightful gardens, rich pastures, 
orchards abounding with fruit, and waving <’orn-fields: these 
luxuriant lands are watered by several small and l»eniitifal 
l^kes, which give rise to the Neghua river ; the Moskva, 
from which this various city takes its name, flows through it in a 
winding channel, navigable only in spring, exce))t for small 
boats or rafts. The streets of Moscow are in general long 
and wide; some of them arc paved, but the greater numher 
formed by laying the trunks of trees across, and others are 
boarded like the floor of a room; there are 13(M) places of 
worship in Moscow including chapels, the greater part of 
which are of wood, painted red, with domes of copper or tin, 
gilt or painted green ; they are all richly ornamented within, 
an^ the relics, pictures, and statues of saints and martyrs are 
decorated with gold, silver, and diamonds. The cathedral of 
St Michael contains the bodies of several of the sovereigns of 
Russia, and in that of the assumption of the Virgin, the cerq- 
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of Berskwa ; and at mid-day on the 1 4 th of Oc- 
tober, his advanced-guard entered Moscow. 

It had been concerted between General Ku- 
tusoff, and the Military Governor of Moscow, 
Rastapehin, that previous to the enemy entering 
Moscow, all the valuables and property should 
be removed from the city ; the ihagazines, 
stores, &c. which might aid him, set fire 
to ; and that the latter object might be suc- 
cessfully accomplished, every fire engine in 
Moscow was removed : the confusion and dis- 
tress of the inhabitants occasioned much pro- 
perty, however, to be left behind, when the 
French entered the city, yet, the stores of pro- 
vision and arms in the depots were effectually 
destroyed. Rastapehin succeeded in persuading 
a considerable part of the people to join with 
him the army of Kutusoff — upw'ards of 40,000 

mony of coronation is performed. There is an hospital for 
foundlings, which will maintain 8000, founded by Catherine 
the Second. The palace of Petrof&ky, the modern royal 
residence at Moscow, is situated two miles from the city ; it 
bears, at first view, a magnificent appearance, but on a near 
approach is found deficient in that lightness and elegance 
witliout which no architectural beauties can be perfect. It 
is the most populous city in the vast empire of the Autocrat, 
containing 250,000 inhabitants, and is the centre of iidand 
commerce of Europe and Asia. 
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attended liis steps, many thousands tied from 
the city in all directions, and but few remained 
to witness the entry of the Kreneh. 

The enemy on gainini;^ possession of Moscow 
committed the greatest barbarities — tlu'citv was 
given up to pillage, and sceiu's the most di ibo> 
lical and snngninarv ensued. — .Many nf the Hns- 
sians set fire to their houses and j)eri.shed in the 
flames, to avoid the barbaritiis oi the enemy. — 
Very shortly after the entry of the rn neli a ge- 
neral conflagration spread throughout the city : 
and here commenced a scene* to describe « Inch 
history has no language, poetry no pencil. 


* Schiller^ in his history of tht Thirty years IHirf 

thefoHoning picture of the horrible massacre an.i utrorities 
committed on the takinr of Mfti^drbur'' in May Iti'H ; 
atrocities only paralleled by those of the French at JIoscoiv 

in 1812 . 

"Neither tlie iniioceiict; of childhooci, nor llic^Khility of 
old age; neither youth, t-vx, Inauty, nor condition, conld 
disarm the fury of the i!<MHjuer(»rs. Wivts were aliused in 
the arms of their hu.^hands, daughters at the fiet of their 
parents, and the defenceless sex was tx[>0!»ed to the double 
sacrifice of virtue and life ; no situatifui, however sacred or 
elevated, was exempt from insult. Fifty-thru* dead bodies of 
women who had been beheaded were found in the cathedral ; 
the Croats amused themselves in throw ing children into the 
flames; Pappenheiiii’s Walloons in inurdering infants at the 
breast Some officers of the Catholic league, shocked at 
those frightful scenes, intreated Tilly to slop the efl’uhion of 
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Opinions are much divided as to the origin of 
the fire. Buonaparte has persevered in accu- 

blood. “ Return in an hour/’ was his stem answer, I 
will then sec what is to be done ; the soldier must have some 
reward for his toils.” The massacre lasted with incessant 
fury until the smoke and flames interrupted the plunderers. 
To augment the coufvl^ion, and prevent the resisfonce qf the 
inhabitants, the town had been set on fire in different quarters ; 
a storm arose, which spread the flames with rapidity, and 
soon made them universal. The horrors of the scene were 
augmented by the dead bodies, falling ruins, and streams of 
blood ; the atmosphere was heated, and the intenseness of the 
vapour at length compelled the conquerors to take refuge in 
their camp. In less than twelve hours this strong, populous, 
and extensive city, one of the finest in Germany, lay in ashes, 
with the exception of tw^o churches and a few houses. 
The administrator, Christian William, after receiving a 
number of wounds, was taken prisoner, together w ith three 
burgomasters. A number of brave officers and magistrates 
were killed. The avarice of the Imperial officers spared four 
hundred of the citizens from the slaughter, to obtain from 
them an exorbitant ransom. Even this piece of humanity, 
which made them appear guardian angels in comparison with 
the Austrians, was principally shown by the officers of the 
league. Scarce was the fury of the flames diminished, when 
the Imperialists returned to continue the pillage amid the 
ruins and ashes ; several of them were suffocated in the smoke ; 
many obtained rich booty in the cellars, where the inhabitants 
had concealed their most valuable effects. On the 1 8th of May 
Tilly himself appeared in the town. Horrible was the scene 
which presented itself to humanity 1 the living crawling from 
under the dead ; children wandering about with heart-rend- 
ing cries, calling for their parents; infants sucking at the 
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sing the Russians of having set the city on fire, 
and many conceive that Ra8taj)chin gave the or- 
der froin,a patriotic motive ; wishing; to deprive 
the enemy of shelter in a winter’s campaign, and 
apprehending that his possession of Moscow 
might induce the Em|)erorto negociate, in order 
to secure it from ruin. On the other hand, it is 
argued that no individual, sovereign or subject, 
would dare to resort to such a step, by which 
hundreds of thousands wer<> devoted to beggary 
and destruction, ami that neither humanity or 
policy could justity it. — Again, it is argued, 
that it was the interest of the French to preserve 
and not to destroy a city which afi’orded a win- 
ter station for sm army, and that Buonaparte 
himself would be anxious to retain that, of 
which the threatened destruction would enable 
him to negociate with advantage. 

Be it as it may, the destruction of Moscow 
may be considered, in a great d«*gree, as having 
preserved the Russian empire. It deprived the 
French army of cover, it removed a motive 
which might have led the Kmperor Alexander 

dmd bodies of their mothers ! Above six tlioiisand slain were 
4l^wn into the Elbe to clear the streets ; a much greater 
Humber were consumed by tlie flames. The entire amount 
of the Slaughtered was calculated at thirty thousand. 
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to listen to terms of peace, and it increased the 
general animosity of the Russians against the 
French, to a pitch which knew no further 
bounds. 

Two residences in Moscow belonging to the 
Governor Rastapehin were destroyed, yet this 
patriotic character, on the approach of the enemy, 
set fire with his own hands to his country-seat 
at Voronovo, to prevent their gaining possession 
of it. This was a most superb mansion, on 
wdiich its pos,sessor had laid out immense sums 
of money. The following letter was written 
and left by him on the occasion. 

“ I have for eight years established this 
country-house, and I have lived happy in it in 
the bosom of my family. The inhabitants of 
this estate, to the number of 1720, quit it at your 
approach ; and 1 set fire to my house that it may 
not be polluted by your presence. Frenchmen, I 
have abandoned to you my two Moscow houses 
with furniture, worth half a million of roubles ; 
here you will only find ashes. 

COUNT FEDOR RASTAPCHIN. 

Count Rastapchki settled those peasants who 
did not enter the army, on his property more re- 
mote from the theatre of war. 
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Buonaparte, however, who, without a shadow' 
of reasonable pretence, invaded the Russian em- 
pire, and.seized its capital, now dared, in impious 
mockery of the forms of justice, to bring to trial, 
condemn and execute, three hundred Russian 
subjects, charging it on them as a crime, that 
they ol>eyed the orders of their Sovereign, in de- 
stroying property which would otherwise have 
fallen into the hands of an enemy. This was 
one of the most atrocious acts of tyranny that 
history records. — In this most flagrant denuncia- 
tion of vengeance against all those who, in their 
opposition to the irruptions of the French, shall 
resort to the means in their pow'er of crippling 
their advance — in this fresh and atrocious out- 
rage u]x)n the laws of Nature and of Nations, 
was another appeal to the remaining energies of 
the Continental states. 

In a report to the Emperor Alexander, General 
Kulusolf gives the Ibllowing account of the 
causes which compelled him to let tin' enemy 
enter Moscow'. 

“ After the sanguin'ary though victorious 
battle fought by your Majesty’s troops on the 
26th of August (Sept. 7)5 I vvas obliged to leave 
my position near Borodino, for reasons of which 
1 have already had the happiness to-infbrm your 
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Majesty. After that battle the armies were 
much weakened. Under such circumstances we 
approached Moscow, having daily much fighting 
with the enemy’s advanced>guard. The rein- 
forcements which 1 hoped to meet with, had not 
yet arrived. The enemy formed two new co- 
lumns, one on the Borosk, and the other on 
tlie Zwenigorod roads, with the view of acting 
against my reserve near Moscow. In conse- 
quence of this 1 could not risk another battle, the 
issue of which would not only have been de- 
structive to the armv, but would have reduced 
Moscow to ashes. In this truly lamentable si- 
tuation, and after consulting my Generals, 
amongst whom there were some of a different 
opinion, I was compelled to let the enemy enter 
Moscow, out of which all the valuables, the 
stores in the arsenals, and almost all other pro- 
perty, imperial or private, were previously con- 
veyed, and scarcely a single inhabitant remained 
in the town. I take the liberty most humbly to 
represent to your Majesty, that the entrance of 
the enemy into Moscow, is not yet the annihila- 
tion of the empire. I am making a movement 
with my army towards the Toula road. — This 
will enable me to keep open my communications 
with the neighbouring governments. — Any other 
measure would have prevented this, and also 
have separated me from the armies of Tormozoff 
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and Tchich^off. 1 must confess that the dban> 
donment of the capital is very hard; but consi> 
dering the advantages which may accrue to us 
from it, and particularly the preservation of our 
armies, it is no longer to be lamented : and 1 !k>w 
proceed to occupy, with my forces, a lin<', by 
M’hich I shall command the roads leading to 
Tohla and Kalouga, annoy the whole line of the 
enemy extending from Smolenzk to Moscow, 
and be enabled to rut off all reinforcements 
marching to join him from the rear. By thus oc- 
cupying the attention of the enemy, 1 hope to 
compel him to leave Moscow, and to change his 
whole line of operations. 

“ General Winzingerodc has received orders 
from me to post himself on the Tw'er * road, and 
to detach a regimentof Cossacks, on that to Y"ar- 
raslaff, to protect the inhabitaiits from being mo- 
lested by small bodies of the enemy. I am at no 
great distance from Moscow, and as soon as I 
have collected my tror)ps, 1 can with confidence 

a very town, it l>oasts an excellent society, 

aolt many places of pul>lic amusenient, which are well coii> 
ducted, and render the place very attractive. Catherine the 
, 2(1^ fiiuiuhil an academy here in 1799, for the education of 
the cliildreii of the nobles, whieli institution admits "250 stu- 
dents. There is also an tccU>ia4ical seminary under the in- 
s[»ectioti aifthe Archbishop, and a convent. 
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await the approach of the enemy. As long as 
the army of your Imperial Majesty is entire, and 
animated with its known courage and ^eal, the 
loss of Moscow is not yet the loss of the empire. 
For the rest, your Majesty may be assured that 
this event is the necessary consequence of the 
loss of Smolenzk.” 

At the battle of Borodino, in the previous ope- 
rations, and ill the immediate movements which 
succeeded, the Russian cavalry was inferior in 
number to the French, but very superior in 
composition. — The Russian artillery was in ex- 
cellent order, and very numerous, there being 
upwards of 600 pieces with the army, although 
not much more than 200 were brought into ac- 
tion at Borodino. 


The position taken up by Kutusoff was nearly 
twenty miles beyond Moscow, near Podolsk and 
Wakadesk. The fall of Moscow did not intimi- 
date Alexander : it produced in him a more 
fixed determination to persevere, and refuse 
every overture to negociate either direct or in- 
direct, and by a most animating proclamation 
which he immediately after issued, he endea- 
voured to inspire his subjects with sentiments 
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equally noble .~In it he observes, “ When the 
oppressed could look to us for an example and a 
stimulus, shall we shrink from the hig:h commis« 
sion ? No ; we bow before the hand that 
anoints us to be the leaders of the nations in the 
cause of freedom and of virtue.” 

Soon after his arrival at Moscow, Buonaparte 
dispatched tlie French CJeneral Lauriston to the 
Russian Coramander-in-Chief with the view of 
opening a negociation. The following is a 
minute of tliesingularand entertaining conference 
that took place. 

Lauriston was received by Prince KutusofT 
in the midst of all his tienerals. — He opened 
the conlerence by saying, that he had l>een si-nt 
to demand an armistice, and to beg the Prince 
to transmit to his Majesty a letter from Buona- 
parte, which would contain proposals for peace, 
in order to cause the cessation of that horrible 
effusion of blood, which had been shed with so 
much desperation and barbarity. 

The Prince re})lied, that he was not authorised 
to receive any [)roposal either tor peace or ar- 
mistice; and that unquestionably he would not 
receive any letter add ressetl to his Majesty ; that, 
besides, it was his duty to declare that the Rus* 
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sian army was in possession of too many ad> 
vantages to throw them away by an armistice of 
which it had no need. 

Lauriston -obseired, that the war must one 
day come to a termination, for it could not last 
for ever, especially in the barbarous manner in 
which it was conducted. 

Prince Kutusoff replied, that barbarism had 
been introduced into hostilities by the French 
revolutionists, and followed up to the greatest 
extent by Buonaparte himself. It was true, that 
the war could not be eternal, but peace could 
never be talked of till the French were beyond 
the Vistula. That Russia had not provoked the 
war ; tor the Emperor, by foiling with all his 
forces on the magazines’ and troops in Poland, 
might have annihilated all the preparations of 
Buonaparte on the other side of the Vistula, be- 
fore he was in readiness to commence it ; but his 
Majesty wished neither to disturb the existing 
tranquillity, nor to be the aggressor, and to the 
last hoped to preserve peace : that Buonaparte 
had entered Russia even without a declaration 
of war, and devastated a great part of the empire : 
that he had nothing to do but to get out of Mos- 
cow how he could, since he came thither without 
being invited ; while, on our side, it became our 
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duty to do him as much mischief as possible: 
that when he proclaimed the campait'n termi- 
nated at Moscow, the Russians viewed it as only 

• • 

commencing i if he did not know this already, 
he should soon be taught it by experience. 

Lauriston. — “ Since, then, there is no hope 
of peace, it will doubtless be necessary to march ; 
but in departing, it will again be necessary to 
shed the blood of men who are always brave, 
since your armies are marching on all sides.” 

“ I again repeat to you,” replied the Prince, 
“you of course will adopt such measures as you 
can, in order to get ofi', — and we to prevent you. 
For the rest, tlie time will come, perhaps, when 
ti^cmay arrange matters for your departure, should 
that be the only subject of discussion.” 

Lauriston still uttered complaints with regard 
to the bitterness and fury which had been ex- 
cited in the people, in order to banish all hope 
of accommodation, by attributing to the Frenc;h 
the conflagration and ruin of Moscow, while the 
inhabitants themselves were the authors of that 
calamity. 

The Prince replied, that it was the first time 
he had ever heard of complaints being made 
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rigiiinst the enthusiasm and devotion to their 
country, of a whole people who defended their 
homes against an enemy by whom they were 
attacked, and who, by so doing, had excited that 
animosity and fury now complained of, but 
which, on the contrary, could not be too highly 
a))preciated and extolled. “ With regard to the 
burning of Moscow,” said the Prince, “ I am 
too o'd, — I have had too much experience in 
war, and possessed too much of the confidence 
of the llussian people, not to be daily and hourly 
informed of what w’as passing in Moscow. I 
myself ordered the destruction of some maga- 
zines ; but from the arrival of the French at 
iSloscow, the Russians destroyed nothing but the 
stores of the Cartwrights, when you adopted the 
resolution of seizing them, by distributing the 
i-arriages at your pleasure : the inhabitants caused 
very few conflagrations. You proceeded sys- 
tematically in the destruction of that capital, 
fixing the particular days, and marking out the 
quarters which were to be set on fire at fixed 
periods, I have had an exact account of the 
whole ; it has been followed with precision ; 
and one proof that it was not the inhabitants 
who ruined Moscow is, that you destroyed with 
cannon-shot the houses, and other edifices, 
built with too much solidity, hurling balls 
against them amidst the flames. Undoubtedly 

VOL. T. H 
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we shall endeavour to revenge ourselves. — Our 
conference is closed.” 

Certainly Lauriston had no reason to be 
satisBod with its issue. The French had been 
long acetistomed to arrange matters of tliis .sort 
in a or by an amicable interview ; 

but here more than thirty persons were witnesses, 
on the one liaiid, of the dignify of the Russian 
Marsha), and on the other, of tlie crafty conduct 
ofOeneral Lauriston. 

The foflowin^ in stuii (I to he. the sketch of a 
conversation hctican Murat and (Jencral 
Miloradovitch, which took place at the ad- 
vanced posts of the li ussian and French armies, 
on the llM Oetoher 

After the usual coiiifdiments — 

Murat — Are you iidbnned, (ieneral, of the 
excesses committed by your Cossacks ? They 
fire upon the foragers whom 1 send out in dif- 
ferent directions — (!ven your peasants, supported 
by them, mas.sacre our insulated hussars. 

Miloradovitch — I arm delighted that the Cos- 
sacks strictly obey the ord<*rs given them. It 
IS also most satisfactory for me to learn, from your 
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Majesty’s mouth, that our peasants shew them- 
selves worthy of the name of Russians« 

Murat — It is contrary to all the hitherto re- 
ceived rules of war ; and from this harsh state of 
things, I shall be compelled to send out columns 
to the right and left, to protect the fort^ers. * 

Miloradoviti-k — So much the better. Sire : my 
officers complain of having been three weeks in 
inaction. They burn with impatience to take 
cannon, colours — 

Murat — But why seek to embittertwo nations, 
formed to esteem each other in so many respects ? 

Miloradovitch — My officers and myself are 
ready to give you all possible marks of our 
esteem ; but. Sire, } our foragers are always taken, 
and the columns which you may send to the 
right and left, to protect them, shall be beaten. 

Murat — ^You are passionate in words. General, 
but words do not beat an enemy. Cast your 
eye on the map ; you will there see the country 
we have conquered, and how far we have pene- 
trated. 

Miloradovitch — Charles XII. penetrated still 
farther ; he reached Pultowa. 
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Murat — The French army has been constantly 
victorious. 

Miloradovitch — But we have never fought 
except at Borodino. 

yiurat — That victory opened to us the gates 
of Moscow. 

Miloradoritch — I beg your pardon, Sire, Mos- 
cow was abandoned to you. 

Mural — At any rate we are masters of your 
ancient and immense capital. 

Miloradovitch — Yes, Sire, audit is an aftlicting 
thought to every Russian, to myself in particular; 
I did everv thing for the. salvation of Moscow. 
Russia has made to you an immense sacrifice ; 
but she already begins to reap the advantages 
attached to it. 

Murat — How ? 

Miloradocitch — I perceive that Napoleon has 
sent Lauriston to our General-in-Chief, to treat 
of peace. 1 know' that your soldiers are reduced 
to satisfy themselves for sixty hours, with what 
is scan-ely sufficient to support a man for twenty- 
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Murat — ^The passports sent to you were a 
farce. 

Miloradovitch (continuing) — I see that the 
King of Naples has come to General Milorado- 
vitch to beg quarter for his foragers, and to set 
on foot a sort of negociation to calm the soldiers. 

Murat (piqued) — My visit was purely acci- 
dental ; and I meant only to inform you of abuses 
committed by your troops. Want of discipline 
is a great misfortune to an army : it has often 
been its ruin. 

Miloradovitch — But in that case you ought 
rather to encourage it. Precious want of disci- 
pline, which makes us shoot the French foragers. 

Murat — You greatly deceive yourself with 
regard to our position. Moscow is abundantly 
supplied with every thing : w'e expect immense 
reinforcements, which are already on their road, 

Miloradovitch (laughing) — Do you, then, 
think us farther removed from oiir reinforce- 
ments than you are from your’s ? 

Murat — 1 have also to complain on a very 
essential point; I appeal, General, to your 
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justice, and your sense of equity — you have 
twice fired on our flags of truce. 

Milorudovitch — Sire, wo want not to bear of 
parleys. We want to fight, and not to negociatc. 
Take your measures accordingly. 

Mitral — What ! at that rate I am not safe 
even here. 

Miioradovitch — You would run a risk, Sire, by 
coming a second time ; hut to-day I sliall have 
the honour oi' accompanying j ou myself as far 
as your videites. 

The General here called for his horse ; and 
Murat, struck with what passed, observed, that 
he had ii'-ver lu'ard of such a mode of making 
war. The General replied, he must have heard 
of it in Spain; and this unexpected retort in- 
duced Murat to change the conversation, and 
politely ask the General, where he had first 
served in that capacity r 

MiloradoKilch — Surely France must still recol- 
lect the campaign ofSuwarrolf, in Italy. 1 had 
the honour then’ often to command the advanced- 
guard of the Generalissimo. 
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Murat and the General then separated, after 
shortly conversing al)Out the death of Prince 
Bragation. 


In the meantime the troops under the com- 
mand of Licut.-Gen. Witgcnsteiu incessantly ha- 
rassed the enemy : he detached cavalry upon ex- 
peditions to divers places, and even into his rear, 
all which were successful ; but above all others, 
an expedition which he sent outto clear thecircles 
of Gorodezk and Polotzk from the marauders, 
succeeded in an eminent manner, and destroyed 
the magazines of provisions which the enemy 
had established. This was under the command 
of the Cossack Colonel Rodionoff, and con- 
sisted of 900 Cossacks of his own resriment, and 
a detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Nepei- 
zyn, of three squadrons of dragoons from the re- 
giments of Jamburg, Riga, and Ingerinanlend. 
On the 90th of September they passed through 
Shelzy, with intent to cut off all parties and pat- 
roles from the road which has been lately made 
there. On the road near to Shelzy they fell in 
with an enemy’s pnrty of SO men of the horse 
yagers of the 93d and 94'th regiments, who were 
going to Swino, to receive the provisions col- 
lected there by the Commissary at War. This 
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small party was, by command ofColonel Roclio' 
noff, instantly attacked by the Cossacks, who 
killed above *10, and took 21 men, and their 
Commandinsf Officer. 

o 

'Colonel Rodionoff hereupon immediately sent 
a lartre tbraging party to .‘'wino, to take the enemy 
and'provisions at that place, which was likewise 
punctually performed by the Commanding Offi- 
cer, who on his arrival there took three Com- 
missaries at War, and some ])rivates, and loiind 
about 2000 measures ol‘ flour, which he (not 
having any waggons to bring it away) totally 
spread about, and threw into the water, so that 
not tlie h'ast part of it was left for the enemy. 
In expectation (»f this. Colonel Rodionofl' had 
remained at Shelzy, from whence lie now, at 
midnight, tleparted for Kosjany, as he knew that 
there was a considerable nuinl)er of light cavalry 
at that place. The difficulties of the road were 
very great, riccasiontd by its crtissing streamlets, 
morasses, and woods, in many parts of which the 
road was cut uji; but all thesi* diflieuities could 
not.detain the Russian warriors. >i«-ar the vil- 
lage of {joroA atno thev were received with a fire 
of musketry from an enemy’s detachment of 
300 men, in ambush, commanded by a Jjieute- 
nant*and a Commis.sary at War, but their fire 
wa.s unsuccessful^ and the Russian detadiment 
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surrounded the village, broke into it, threw 
themselves on the enemy, and cut several of 
them down ; the remainder set fire to the stores 
they had with them, and hid themselves in the 
wood. 

This gallant detachment afterwards proceeded 
on the way to Kosjany, and arrived there on the 
21st, about an hour before day-break. The 
enemy, relying on his force being so much su- 
perior, and on his advantageous position, pre- 
pared to force them back. His piquets, which 
wen* placed in the wood, and could not be sur- 
rounded, had given information of the arrival of 
the troops. Altliough, by these precautions, the 
attack was dangerous, yet the Russians deter- 
mined on making it, and one of the most intelli- 
gent officers, after having made his approach 
with the detachments, was directed to cut off 
the enemy’s road to Polotifk. Another part of 
the Cossacks were to throw themselves impe- 
tuously on the Field-Guards, cut their way 
through them, and take possession of the road 
leading to V^itepsk. The Lieutenant of the 
Quarter-Master's Staff, I’arentzoff, was directed 
to guard the bridge over the river Obela, in or- 
der to cut off the enemy’s retreat to Gorodka, 
and not suffer those in the village on the other 
side the river to come to their assistance. The 



106 


Lieutenant-Colonel of Artillery, Ncpeizyn, who 
had three squadrons of dragoons under his com- 
mand, was to leave one s(iuadron and some Cos- 
sacks behind as a reserve; and with two squa- 
drons and the rest of the Cossacks charge the 
centre of the enemy at full gallop, as being the 
strongest part of his position. — This he per- 
formed in the most exemplary inanner; he led 
the squadrons on, and personally cut into th»^ 
enemy’s front, threw six squadrons into disorder, 
and routed them. Major liuktowitch, of the 
Jamburg regiment of dragoons, likewise greatly 
signalized himself on this occasion. 

Although, by reason of the- day not being 
quite broke, the dispositions of Colonel Uodio- 
noff could not be executed ciuite ac<-urately, yet 
nothing could resist the valour of the Russians. 
The enemy’s front, which consisted entirely of 
French troops, could not stand tlieir attack : they 
fell into di.sorder, and Ib-d with the greaU st ce- 
lerity on all sides; but they found that ail the 
roads were already in the posstssion ol'the Rus- 
sian troops, and thus the numerous bodies ot' tin- 
enemy were forced to endeavour to lind an outlet 
towards Polotzk. Even here he was pursued with 
almost the speed of lightning by Count Witgeu- 
stev^s whole force, which hud attacked him in 
0 centre, as well as by those who had cut him 
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off from the roads of Polotzk and Vitepsk, for 
the distance of nearly seven wersts. 

The enemy lost eight officers and upwards of 
400 men killed on the field of battlp, and in the 
pursuit. The whole road was covered with the 
enemy’s dead bodies, and men mortally wounded. 
The 3d light regiment of the enemy’s cavalry 
was totally cut to pieces, and the other detach- 
ments of cavalry which were attached to it like- 
wise suffered very great loss. Besides this, the 
Russians made prisoners in all these engage- 
ments, Lieutenant-Colonel Tinel, of the 3d light 
regiiueut of cavalry, 2 captains, 2 lieutenants, 4 
commissaries at war, and 1 84 private soldiers. 

The armies of the Emperor Alexander were 
now every day reccivins: fresh accessions of 
strength, while the situation of Buonaparte be- 
came more and more precarious, and his com- 
munications on the side of Smolenzk menaced 
by a formidable, force of 100,000 men, under 
Tormozoff' and Tchichagoff; and on the*Dwina 
a victorious army under General Witgenstein. 
The arrival of his army in Moscow' was an event 
W'hich Buonaparte had regarded as the termina-r 
tion of his labours, and the completion of his 
ambitious hopes ; but he early perceived his si- 
tuation perilous in the extreme, and how egre- 
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giously he had failed in his scheme of tyranny, 
conquest, and ambition. 

Almost immediately after entering Moscow, 
Napoleon sent a me-ssage to the Emperor Alex- 
ander, couched in the most amicable and even 
familiar terms. He therein stated, “ that there 
was nothing he desired more than to renew his 
friendship with the emperor, for whom he had 
ever cherished the highest esteem, and with 
whose personal wishes he should at all times be 
happy to comply; that had Alexander requested 
him not to enter Moscow, he would not have 
entered it; that he was even now ready to quit 
the spot, and retire to Yiazma, if such was the 
desire of a Sovereign whom he was anxious to 
oblige. In short, that if Alexander tlesireil 
peace, he had only to say so, and pt;ace should 
that instant be concluded.” — 'riiis bait would 
have taken with almost any individual sooner 
than with the Emperor of Kussia. He well re- 
membered the fawning looks, the flattering 
words,* the feigned humility of Tilsit, ainl he felt 
that it was not lor Sinon to betray a second Troy. 
Buonaparte, however, published his pacific pro- 
posals throughout the country around Moscow, 
and made every ex(‘rtion to induce the flying in- 
habitants to return to their homes, but without 
effect. 
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The following is an intercepted letter written 
by Buonaparte to the Duke of Bassano, from 
Moscow, and dated the 16 th of October. 

“ Duke of Bassano, — I have with me at this 
place two Prussian regiments, which have dis- 
tinguished themselves in the advanced-guard of 
the Grand Army, but which, as may be expected, 
have sulfered severely : might not the King of 
Prussia relieve these two regiments by two 
others, fresh and well mounted? The former 
could then return to Prussia, and become fit for 
service again. The King would be a gainer by 
this arrangement in every respect, since there 
would not then be occasion to make such an 
immediate expenditure to remount these regi- 
ments, and it would besides add to the number 
of his skeleton regiments which have been disci- 
plined and practised in grand manoeuvres. I 
have given to the Prussian contingent its natural 
direction, by sending it to Riga; but I should 
wish greatly that the aid of my 7th division was 
no longer necessary in that quarter. I wish to 
know, therefore, frdin the King of Prussia, whe- 
ther he would not make an augmentation of 
1000 cavalry and 6000 infantry, which might 
proceed to Riga, and take the place of the 7th 
division : the King may easily draw these troops 
from Koningsberg, Colberg, and Grandenz, and 
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thus they could arrive in a low days. These 
last would be replaced by those which mi?ht be 
drawn from a greater distance, by rendering ef- 
fective some skeleton regiiiKMits, or ordf'ring 
troops from Silesia; in this manner the King of 
Prussia would form a cordon of lOOO cavalry 
and 20,000 infantry. 

“ It will be an easv matter for you to make 
him comprehend that it is his own iiiter<'st that 
this war should be terminated quickly ; because, 
in the meantime, he must be greatly inconve- 
nienced by this struggle; and that llicn' is only 
one effectual way of Iningiiig the same to a ter- 
mination, which is. to sIk w to l{!issi;i. by tlte 
jiowerful means which the Kinperor possesses 
of recruiting his armies, not only in his own 
states, but by the succours furnished by his al- 
lies, that the hopes she cherishes of ruining the 
army are void of tbuudation, and perfectly il- 
lusory. 

“ The same language must be held to Austria, 
the sante to Bavaria, at Stutgard, and every 
where else. 1 not only desire that reinforce- 
ments be sent to me, but 1 also wish that their 
forcQ may be exaggerated ; and that those Sove- 
reigns do order to be inserted in their Gazettes, 
not only the great number of troops which they 
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send off, but that also they double the number 
in their statements ; and it is to be well under- 
stood, that the Prussian corps at present at Me- 
mel is not to be included in these reinforce- 
ments. I pray God to take you into his holy 
keeping. 

(Signed) « NAPOLEON.” 

* 

Buonaparte, at this period, laboured to per- 
suade the world that he was well accommodated 
and amply supplied in his positions, though at 
tile same time he laboured, no less assiduously, 
to improve his accommodations*, and to aug- 

As the French army advanced, battalions of carpenters, 
masons, joiners, t\)lloued, for the [)urpose of building 
new towns and v illages; many hundreds ol’ gardeners also had 
bfenpnl in reiiuisition m CfOrmany, particularly in Saxony; 
and the (ksarts of Asia were already in idea transformed into 
orcli.inls, ])lantations, and kitchen-gardens, ^c. The Em- 
peror could not, however, unfortunately, coininence building 
new towns and villagt's, during his sliort stay at Moscow, and 
the desarts remained desarts. The gardeners intended to dig, 
plougli, and sow, plundered and devastated the flourishing, 
beautiful gardens of Moscow, and bivouac’d in orange-woods, 
which they afterwards set fire to. — The masons and carpen- 
ters intended to build, were obliged to work at the mines, 
which were to blow up the old and venerable walls of the 
Kremlin: thus was the original intention for which these me- 
chanics and artists had been destined reversed : nor less won- 
derful was the change in the fate of the whole army, and the 
plans of its great commander, so that the result of this cam- 



nient his supplies. The fjreat dcfiro he enter- 
tained to eqnceal any disasters his armies should 
experience, was rendered more evident by an 
order published under his direction in all the de- 
partments of-' Westphalia, on the 1st of August, 
by virtue of which, every individual who talked 

paij;rt may be very ju^tly called a rex t rsv ; and it was, piT- 
haps, under the impression of a pre-st ntinu nt of such a finale 
to the campaign, that ^lar»hal llcrihier c\pre<std hiiiiM lfin 
the following words to the King of Westphalia, in a Klt« r of 
the 4th of July (Now Style). — yi»ii, Sire, undt r*tand 
every instruction which is given you in an ojijiositc M iise, it 
cannot fail hut every thing must be revt iH-d.” — It will not hf 
denied that the Marshal eould jirophecy with great aeeiiracv 
and read the events of futurity lnttn than Napoleon, wlu* 
in the mysterious book of fate had already di>c<>\errd tin* 
destruction of Ku>sia, which di*»( ovi ry lie coiniuumeaUd to 
all Europe. 

After the destruction of Moscow, lUionaparte made a re<jm- 
sition for 5;?500 art i. sans from Pari^. — An aiehilu t, \\ho had 
lUTived only a .'‘hort time at Wilna, reeiividan order in the 
Injginning of Octoliev to collect all carpeiilers, masons, jiain- 
ters, &c. Ike. kc. belonging to the army, and to helake hiin»«ell 
with thfcsri, without delay to Mo>eo\v.-' '1 In urehitevt made 
yirepari'tion for the jounn y with every jjo^'-ible «lispat( h and 
echit : he every wliere re ported that he was called upon to 
rtiniild Moscow, and many envied his great appointment. — 
At length the architect commenced his journey, hut on 
reaching Minsk, he and all hi.s companioii.s fell into the humU 
of the Cos.sackb, and he ha.s now time to consider the b€.*>t 
plan for tile structure which he was to execute. 
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concerning intelligence respecting the situation 
of the armies in the North, unless such intelli- 
gence was olhcial, or published in thfi Journals 
a\itlioris(’d by the (iovernmcnt, was immedi- 
ately to be arrested, subjected to ^n examina- 
tion, and remain in prison till he stated who 
transmitted the news to him. 

Impeded in his efforts by the Generals Win- 
zingerode and Kntusoff, on the north and on 
the south, alier throwing two large bodies of 
7000 men each on the northern road, he at- 
tempted a decisive blow on the sovitb, by rein- 
turciiig the advanectd-gnard uiulor Murat (which 
had manrruvred in that direction for above three 
weeks) to l.'>,000 men. it was intended that 
\ ictor, with bis corps from Smolenzk, should 
join .Murat; lint Kntusoff judiciously antici- 
pated this movement, by attacking the latter, 
wlio was too far from AIoscow to receive timely 
support i'rom the main army. 

On the ISth of October Field-Marshal Kutu- 
soff loarjjt that the corps of Victor had quitted 
Smolenzk to reinforce the Grand Army. He 
had been joined by 00,000 recruits, and there- 
fore immi'diately resolved to attack the ad- 
vanced-guard, under the orders of Murat, on 
the river Tschernestina, being 4'O,000 strong, in 
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face of the Russian troops, in order to defeat the 
same before the junction of Victor, and before 
Napoleon could support him with the main 
body of his army. The Russian main army ad- 
vanced from Tarushina to the Nara in several 
columns, which wore followed by the right wing 
on the Ibllowing night. All these troojis crossed 
the Nara, under the command of Cieiu ral Ben- 
ningson. who had proved himself of great s» rvico 
to Kutusofl', by his cordial co-opi ration. wliilst 
the remainder of the army hdlowid his move- 
ments by the main road. Behnv tlay-break 
these troops had reached the ai)i)oiiited place, 
together with the l>d, ;3d, and -1th corps of infan- 
try; they piissed, in the same order, tlirougli a 
forest, from which they ruslied upon the enem\ . 
The Co.ssacks, under the command of ('onni 
Orlofl-Denisoflf, who had almost turned the 
enemy’s left wing, and were reiid'orced by seve - 
ral corps of cavalry, untler (leneral Millcr-Za- 
komelsky, with the 2d. ;3d, and 4tli corps of 
infantry, tell upon the nnguanled enemy with 
such impetuosity, that the hit or could not 
maintain his position for any length of time ; 
but very soon betook himself to flight: the light 
troops pursued hifn with artillery, heavy ca- 
valry, and infantry, as far as the borough of 
Vbronova. .The enemy’s los.v, on that day, was 
lOUO prisoners and about 2500 killed, a standard 
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of honour belonging to a regiment of cuirassiers, 
38 pieces of cannon, 40 ammunition waggons, 
and the whole of their baggage, inchidnig that 
of the King of Naples, taken. The loss of thp 
Russians, only 300 men, was enManced by that 
of the brave Lieutenant-General Baggavout, >vhp 
fell at the beginning of the battle. General 
Benningson also received a slight wound fiom a 
shot, which, however, did not prevent him fron^ 
continuing in the command, even until the purr 
suit. This victory, however, was but the pre-r 
lude to events of still greater importance.— r 
Prince Poniatowski, who commanded the 5th 

V 

corps of the French army, was wounded, and 
Generals Joinville, Moncey, and Daru, were 
made prisoners. The loss of the French cannon 
was in great measure owing to the weather 
beins uncommonlv bad, and the roads so cut 
up, as to be almost impassable. The horses of 
the French cavalry, from want of forage, and 
not being inured to the climate, were feeble, and 
scarcely fit for service, whilst the Russian hor- 
ses w'erc in good condition. — On the following 
day, the 19th, Buonaparte quitted Moscow, 
leaving a garrison in the Kremlin, under the 
command of Mortier. 

On the 92d, the corps under General Win- 
zingerode, who had succeeded to the Prince 



Bragation’s commam], allackod llir rnrmy’s 
out-posts in iht' rity witfi ^^roat iinpt^tiirjsity, 
and coinpoiK'd them to n tn at ; hut in |>iirsuiim- 
the enemy to lln^ Kremlin, (leneral M in/iime- 
rode separati'd trom hiseorps, and hasteinMl tor- 
ward to i>ersnade the liostilr CoinmaiKhr to 
cease a useless tiring, wliieh eonlil not hind«'i 
them'from taking the town. 'Fliis tt nii'rity was 
the cause lhatlliis hravt* and (*st(‘rin(‘d (n iieral, 
top:ether with the Ca|>tain of ('avalry Nari'^hkin, 
were suddenly seized hy a dolaehnn nt of the 
enemy, w hich sntrered them to conn* (piile near, 
without payiii'j: any altt ntion to tin* white hand- 
kerchiefs \vhich tlioy wavi d as ilaus of truce, ajid 
thus they were taken prisoinrs. ll'rrii[>on 
G(Mn‘raI Iloviaskoy pnrsueil the dis|)o>i lions 
wliich \Vin/inu‘erode had prtw iously direc*t('d ; 
took the Kremlin, and tlie whole city, in \\hli*li 
th(' (Miemy hd't his ijospitals, eonraiiiiii':: not less 
thaii lo.OOO sick and woiinded soldiers, and a 
great <iiiaiitily ol’ ammnuitioii. 


Tlie Governor of Ki»4a, (leneral Ksseii, had 
now nunaine<l for upwards of a moiitli since the 
alfairoftlie *i:id oi'August, with th(‘ Ihussiaiis, 
without undertakin«^ any active operation. — Tlie 
position lie had taktni up was formidable, and 
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the enntny iristcacJ of making any attempt to mo- 
lest him withdrew a principal part of their forces 
from Mittau. 

In a dispatch of General EssenV at this period, 
arc the following' observations. 

The Vrench have hitherto confined ♦^hern- 
selves to a strict blockade of this fortress ; but 
though their heavy artillery has arrived at Mit- 
tau, they do (lot make preparutions to commence 
the siege in form. At present they have ac- 
tually l'ortifi<*(l tlu* positions they hold, as if they 
were atVuid of being attacked ; or rather as if we 
a ere the besiegers, and they tlu; besieged. They 
exfu'ct to derive facilities in tlieir approaehes 
to til is place from the cold weather; hut, as I 
am informed that their troops already complain 
of the hardships they endure, they will be re- 
tairi'-d with diiliculty in the depth of winter in 
S'.) arduous a duty. 

“ I'he Prussian officers whom I have made 
prisonens, tell me that they are restrained from 
quitting the service by the threats that their fa- 
milies would be imprisoned, their property con- 
fiseatt'd, and themselves outlawed. Both oflS- 
eers and men have likew ise long anvars of 
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pay, which are withheld to bind fht*in to the 
service. 

“ I have rendered lliis tbrtiess as defensible as 
time and cireemstaiiees would admit, and ant 
determined to defend it t«» the utmost of my 
power. With the hlessin" ol (lod. the (‘iiemv 
shall never obtain possession of it, hut find a 
grave berieatli its wails. 

“ 1 cannot coneludt' without heari'ig tes- 
timony to the conduet of the Knglish naval otii- 
eers and seamen, our brave allies : they have 
performed the most essential services to his Im- 
perial Majesty in this quarter. Their eijurage 
prompts them to umlirtakt; the most hazardous 
enterprizes, which their skill and foresight ena- 
ble them to execute with success. In every 
danger they an- foremost, and in < very difliculty 
capable ol’ counselling. I have derived great as- 
sistance from them.” 

The movement of the enemy from Mittait 
was no sooner known t() General Essen, than he 
determined on an attempt to take possession of 
it. — His plan of operations succeeded, and 
on the 29th of .September he pos.ses 8 ed himsell 
of Ihc town. — Several pieces of onlnance and 
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ammunition, depots of provision, and an abun>' 
dance of furs were found in this place. 

Some gun-boats under the * command of 
English officers, had accompanied^ a strong divi- 
sion of forty Russian boats, besides the launches, 
under the command of Admiral Muller, up the 
river Aa, to co-operate w'ith the military against 
Mittau. ‘The enemy had withdrawn his troop’s 
from Scholock and his other posts, on the ap- 
proach ol' the boats ; they, therefore, did not 
meet with any opposition until they arrived 
within about five miles below ^littau ; the enemy 
had there placed three different booms across 
the river, about half a mile distant from each 
other. VV’ithiii pistol shot of the third boom, 
which was very strong, and well constructed, 
were placed three batteries of four guns each. 
The booms were soon destroyed, and as the 
boats arrived up, the enemy abandoned their po- 
sitions with such precipitation, that five twenty- 
four pounders were left in the works. — The flo- 
tilla arrived at Mittau about noon. The Prus- 
sians retired from Olai upon Bourski, where 
they had about one hundred and twenty pieces 
of cannon intended for the siege of Riga : they 
there received reinforcements on the 29th, which 
Macdonald had sent them from Jacobstadt. 



Inimediati'ly alter the allies lieeani” masters ol’ 
Mittaii. the Prussian (Jeueral D’Vnrk din'cted 
Cienertd.t jrawart to advanct' on Kina, whilst lu- 
moved in ijri’at I’oree on Mittan. — l lu- llnssians 
were now ohli^iii-d to ahandon tho ton n, and re- 
treat ill the (lireetion ol' hy wliich lu iirral 

Essnii i x]K'eti (l to tail in w ith a div ision under 
Lieittenaiit (Hinnil >teiim< l. who was niaiKeuv- 
riii'z in trout ol' lhal |tait ol' the rneinv’s aiiny 
under tiiiieral (jrawait. which was advaiicinu 
towards Kiiia. — I’lie alli<(l troops havin:.'' rctin-d, 
the flotilla left Mitlau on tlu' eva niiiLT ol' the 
30 tlt. and attiT (h-stroyitii a hiidi:c which had 
heen erected to lacilitatc tin- crossnm of the 
troops and artillery, arrived at Dinamond on 
the ‘.>d of Octoher. — I he advanced-i:nard of (ie- 
neral Steiiuters tiirr<‘. consistin': |Mincipally of 
Cossacks, was placed under the orders of Major- 
(iciieral \ t liaminofl. at the village oftiarossen. 
— Tin* enemy on the .list of Septemher coni- 
menred a severe attack upon the advanced- 
guard, which was kept up with the 'ireatest 
fury forsevi ral hours — niuht put an end to the 
conllict, and the enemy retired from the field. 
— Other all'airs. hut of iiiinor importance, suc- 
ceeded, in wliich the allies were partially suc- 
cesltfel. 
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’riic Miirquis of Paulutrlii was about this pe- 
lidil appoiiitcil to th<- rliicf coiiunand at Rig-a : 
Ilf iiiiim-diiitcly dircrtfd (M-ricral Le\visJt>’n>ove 
with a ror|»> to Kirkcjolni. on the n^dit bank of 
thf Dvviiia, to [Ufveiit llio nu mv from making 
inroads into LiNonia, as well as to cover Riga on 
that side. 

1 Ilf followin'^ is a roport of the Marquisas 
(•[•' rations to ids Imperial Majesty, dated from 
Ri::a. Novenber 1 s . 

In my report of the ;]d (1.5th) November, I 
had the hup[)iness of informiim your Imperial 
.Majesty ((f tlie takituT ot tlie tow n of Kreuzbnrg, 
by Majrn- I'ilato/l’. At the same time, I made 
an limniih’ n'presentatioii of rny intention of 
taking possession of the tow n of Krederiekstadt ; 
it hi'iii:; a [•(•int of cons(squenee, from wdience 
the enemy mi<>ht easily make inroads hoth into 
l.uoiiia and tlte CJovernment of i’skow. For 
eaiTV in;; this into etfect, agreeably to the plans 1 
had fonm'd. the following has been pertbrni- 
(d 


A detachment from the corps of Lieutenant- 
(leneral liCvvis, consisting of 1;5()0 men, under 
the C(.immand of Major Bojariuofl', attacked the 
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town from the left bank of the Dwina ; whilst 
the troops under Colonel Uidinger attacked it 
from^ho right bank of the same river. To cover 
this attack, and prevent the enemy from assist- 
ing the tow;n, another detachment from Lieute- 
nant General Lewis’s corps, consisting of KiOO 
men, under tiie cominand of Major Jelistratofl’, 
was detached to make a false attack on M'allhoft’, 
for the purpose of amusing the eneniy, and 
taking otV his attention from Frederickstadt. Tin- 
attack on this town was made on the ;kl (loth) 
instant, at nine o’clock in the t<)r«‘noon ; and at 
one o’clock in the afternoon, the enemy, after a 
defence rather obstinate, quitted the town, and 
fell back in disorder upon Jacobstadt. He was 
pursued al>out the distance of ten wersts on his 
retreat by Major BojarinoH’. In this aflair n* 
have taken one ollicer, and about 70 privates, 
prisoners. On our side, we may e-stitnate the 
loss of all the three detachments at about 160 
men. The dead bodies found in Frederickstadt, 
and round that town, prove the loss of the enemy 
to have been very considerable. 

As 1 had previously supposed, Marshal Mac- 
donald detached a considerable reinforcement 
from Misshof to Frederickstadt, which, being 
on • its way opposed by the detachment under 
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Major .lelistratoff, attacked liim ; but not being 
able to force tlieir way past him, could not pre- 
vent the capture of Frederickstadt, in ^hich 
th<■r(^ wer(“ about 800 Bavarians, and three squa- 
drons of Prussiau cavalry. 

The enemy having for some time past formed 
a plan for fortifying liis right flank, he, for tjiis 
purpose, on tlie morning of the 3d (loth) at- 
tacked tin* detachment of Lieutenant-General 
Lewis, whicli covered Biga, and tnideavoured to 
force him to retreat into the fortifications of that 
city, in order thereby to cover his right flank, 
and by taking advantage of the river Dwina 
beinu: frozen, to find means of carrying on his 
operations in my rear. 

i he UKMnv. who had a greater number of 
troops, especially cavalry and artillery, the half 
of whicli was horse artillery, drove back the ad- 
vanced-guards posted at the Custom-house, and 
IMaiikeuzeim, and forced them to fall back on 
iheirown corps. 

Lieutenant-General Lewis left the position he 
iiad hitlierto occupied, near to Dalei Church, 
and took another, which was far more advanta- 
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gpous for his forros. at th<' ('istanco of thrc" 
worsts from his foniu r cuf. 

Tlu’ loriiKT po>ition was advanfaLicniis (o \\<. 
on act’oun^ ot* llu* snrronii(lii;u ; ImiI 

this advaiitai:*' wa^ u ^ a \ h'>!, a'^Ia ihl: at ihi'-srrt- 
son of tlv' V(‘ar la lularod hv tlir iVfvsr. \\\ sDna* 
nU'.isiiro, p issaMr for thr r:n'a!r\ : and, r’ons(‘- 
quoiitly. tlu* corps of liicutcnant-CM ?icral law is, 
bcini^ vt'ry inferior iu cavalry to the cnriny, 
ini^ht easily have* heoii tiirm^d: when as, tiu' 
new position, lx ini: h ss exti'nded. stroni: hy 
means of tlu' defile, and sunonndf fi with i np. 
pices, did not permit the emany's cavalry tv' ;;e! 
witli etVeot. This aeiion, which ec-ast vl when 
the niuht came on, was not <le( isivv^: and v»n thv' 
followiim (lay, hidnir the Hh (l(»lh\ at iiim- 
o’clock in tin* inorninc the enemy renewa d Ins 
attack with a heavy eannonadv*. Our artilK i v, 
by a well-clirectv (i hn , soon sih need that ot the 
ci:emy, and oiir cavalry, havim; a favoural)!** |)o- 
sition, allhom^di fnrimisly attacked by that r)l 
the enemy. r(*{)iilsed it, and obliged it to retreat; 
which, by the f^ood effect of our artilk iy, was 
done in i^real disortkr. In such inaiuu'r all tlie 
enemy’s attempts were defeated at eviMv jxfmt, 
and he, at o’clock at noon, entin ly discon- 
tinued his attack, being coinjM'lli'd to n tirc. In 
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tiii<? fiction, the enemy lost about 400 men 
kill'll, and 18 were made prisoners. On 
'xir side, we had about 100 men ki|Jtd or 
uoiimled. 

I |) to this liour, the troops are employed in 
(.invin.; iny plan into e.xeciition, agreeably to 
ill. siipioinc I'oinmauds of your Imperial Ma- 
i’ st\ : and. ahiiouirh I cannot as yet say, that 
. very tliiiiu' Irci" been completed according to my 
plan, y et I niii'^t do justice to the ardent zeal 
and skilful liKasures of Lieiitenaut-Cieneral 
la wis, nor can I .snlHciently praise the judg- 
uK iit. pnidener. and zeal of Major-General Wel- 
jaiiiainlf. (,'olonel llidinger, and Majors Bojari- 
noiV and .Klistratolf. As soon as the move* 
iiu iits with regard to this undertaking are finally 
coinpleied. 1 shall have the happiness of trans- 
mitting a particular report to your Imperial Ma- 
je<t\ . both concerning these movements, as like- 
wise mentioning the other staff and chief ofli- 
tars who have signalized themselves in this 
action. 



126 


In the meantime General Count l\’it!Ten.stoin, 
on the 6th of October, had directed Lieutc'uant- 
General Prince Yasehvil to attack with his 
detachment the enemy on the si«leof tlie village 
Guravitchne, whilst Lieutenant-General ('ount 
Stcingel continued his march towards Pok)ty.k, 
on the left bank of the Jlwina. 

The enemy’s advanced-guard received him at 
the village Guravitchne, from whence it was 
driven into the lines. Tin* (ugagement was 
most bloody : it began at six in the morning and 
lasted till night. General Witgenstcin kept his 
ground, and compelled the enemy to retreat 
within his intrenchments, whence he kept up a 
very heavy cannonade in all directions. The 
following morning, the 7th, General Witgenstein 
did not undertake any thing, because he waited 
for the attack of Lieutenant-General Count 
Steingel on the other side of the Dwina, which 
took place accordingly. He drove the enemy 
from the village of Bononia, and pursued him to- 
wards Polotzk. General Witgenstein received 
this intelligence a little before dark, and, in order 
to pit>6t of the situation in which the enemy 



127 


found himself, he attacked, on the evening of 
the 7th, at five o’clock, and drove him out of 
his strong intrenchments ; to which •jmccess 
Lieutenant-General Steingel’s movement greatly 
contributed. 

The enemy now threw himself into the town, 
which is surrounded by a double palisade, where 
he maintained himself nearly the whole night, 
keeping up a constant fijp of musketry on all 
sides from behind the palisades, as well as out 
of the houses. Count Witgenstein gave orders 
for his ordnance to fire upon them with round 
and grape-shot, and at last directed his advanced- 
guard to storm the place in two divisions, the 
first under the command of Major-Generals 
Platoff and Dibsitch, and the other under the 
command of Colonel Ridinger, of the Grodno 
regiment of hussars. — Lieut. -General Cazanove, 
as soon as he perceived that his troops were 
close before Polotzk, threw himself also upon 
the enemy, and was the first who marched with 
them into the town. In this manner, at three 
in the morning of the 8th of Octoberj the place 
was carried. 

The loss of the enemy was extraordinarily 
great ; all the places of action were covered witl; 
dead bodies, although he had been employed th( 
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whole of the preceding day in carrying wounded 
men to the other side. Marshal Gouvion St. 
Cyr wae wounded in the leg. 

The Russians took prisoners 4.5 Staff and 
superior offioiTs, and ‘2000 rank and file : among 
the former were two Colonels. They also took 
one piece of cannon, and a considerable (|nantity 
of provisions in the magazines, which the enemy 
had not time to destroy. 

The enemy’s loss would have been much 
greater if the Lieutenant-tJeneral Count Stfingel 
had been able to follow him to I’oh-tzk ; Imt to 
his great mortification, he was stoppod by the 
intervention of a superior force, five wer'sts from 
the town. The loss of the Knssians was not 
inconsiderable; of the (n-nerals were wonmliiJ, 
Major General Balk in the head ; l‘rinc< s .S|!nr- 
sky and Gamen, who had slight contusions ; 
Colonel Hott, of the 9f)th Jagers, in the leg ; 
and the Gentleman of the Bedchamber, .Mord- 
vinofl', a Commander in the first Petersburg 
Militia, lost his leg by a cannon>shot. 

On the expulsion of the enemy from Moscow, 
the Emperor Alexander issued the following 
proclamation : 
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Russians !— At length the enemy of our country — ^the 
foe of its independence and freedom — ^has experienced . 
a portion of that terrible vengeance which hie ambitious 
and unprincipled aggression had aroused. From the 
period of his march frofti Wilna, his army^ great in num- 
bers, assured in valour and discipline, and elated at the 
remembrance of victories gained in pther regions, 
threatened no less than the entire subjugation of the 
Russians. The system which we had thought fit to* 
adopt strengthened that confidence. The sanguinary 
battles fought on his route, and which gave him tem- 
porary possession of Smolenzk, flattered him with all the 
illusions of victory. He reached Moscow, and he be- 
lieved himself invincible and invulnerable. He now 
exulted in the idea of leaping the fruit of his toils ; of 
obtaining for his soldiers comfortable winter-quarters ; 
and of sending out from thence, next spring, fresh forces 
to ravage and burn our cities, make captives of our country- 
men, overthrow our laws and holy religion, and subject 
every thing to his lawless will. Vain presumptuous 
hope ! — insolent degrading menace ! A population of 
forty millions, attached to their King and country, and 
devoted to their religion and laws, the least brave man of 
whom is superior to his unwilling confederates and 
victims, cannot be conquered by a heterogeneous force 
which he could muster, even of treble its late amount. 

Scarcely had he reached Moscow, and attempted to 
repose amidst its burning ruins, when he found himself 
encircled by the bayonets of our troops : he then, too 
late, discovered that the possession of Moscow was npt 
the conquest of the kingdom — ^that his temerity had led 

VOL. I. H 
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him into a snare — and that he must choose between re- 
treat or annihilation. He preferred the former ; and 
behold the consequences. 

Russians ! the Almighty has heard our wishes, and 
crowned your efforts with success. Every where the 
enemy is in motion : for disorderly movements betrayed 
his apprehensions : gladly would he compound for safety ; 
but policy and justice alike demand the terrible infliction. 
The history of his daring must not be told without the 
terrible catastrophe, by which it was attended. A hundred 
thousand men sacrificed to his frantic presumption attest 
your valour and devotion to your country ; and must 
deter him from a repetition of his impracticable design. 
Much, however, yet remains to be done, and that is in 
your power. Let the line of his retreat be rendered 
memorable by your honest indignation : destroy every 
thing which can be of service to him, and our Commanders 
have orders to remunerate you. Render your bridges, 
your roads, impassable. In fine, adopt and execute the 
su^estions of a brave, wise, and patriotic heart, and 
show yourselves deserving the thanks of your country and 
your sovereign. 

Should the remains of the enemy's force escape to our 
Imperial frontiers, and attempt to winter there, they must 
prepare themselves to encounter all the rigours of the 
■clime and season, and the valorous attacks of our troops ; 
thus harassed, exhausted, and defeated, he shall for 
ever be ttodered incapable of renewing his presumptuous 
fttffflpi,|^ 
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General KutusoiT, who, after the battle of 
Borodino, was left with little iiiore than half 
the number of Buonaparte, had now collected 
nearly 900,000 men, including the peasants, 
who flocked to his standard, and afibrded the 
most essential service in thinning the ranks of 
the flying enemy. This old and valuable offi- 
cer possessed the confidence of all ranks of 
people in Russia : his life was a life of approved 
and important services*, and throughout the 
empire his name was synonimous with victory. 

On all the roads there were detached parties, 

* Although he commanded at the battle of Au^rlitz, 
from which his military i*eputation has unjustly suflflred in 
Europe^ it is but justice to observe, that the fatal event of that 
day is not fairly attributable to him, the whole plan and 
conduct of the battle having been prescribed to him by an 
authority which he could not dispute. — ^The following note is 
inserted after the name of this veteran, in the 13th letter, 9d 
edition, of a political writer, under the signature of Vetus. — 
** Kutusoffis chargeable only with the movements which for 
some days preceded the battle of Austerlitz. The honour of 
conducting the battle itself was shared between Alexander 
and an Austrian General. The unfortunate Austrian, to 
whose care so many lives and such an emnire was committed, 
died of a broken heart.’^ 



who, besides making prisoners, and preventing 
the collection of provisions and forage, daily cut 
to pieces great’ numbers of the enemy, taking 
ammunition waggons, blowing up powder chests, 
and destroying whole parks of artilleiy. The 
parties formed an unbroken line of connection 
around the enemy’s positions, so that he could 
not move in any direction without being sub- 
jected to attack. The troops peculiarly ser\uce- 
able in this species of warfare were the Cossacks, 
of whom no less than twenty-four additional 
regiments had joined General Kutusoff by the 
1 9 th of October ; the regular corps, also, were 
completed by recruits from the neighbouring 
governments. But it was not only on the troops, 
regular or irregular, that the General had to rely ; 
the country was defended, as every country 
when invaded ought to be, by every man in it. 
— The villagers kept watch on high hills and 
church Steeples, and at sight of an enemy rung 
alarm l>ells, the sound of which assembled them 
together ; when they bound themselves by an 
oath to mutual defence, and agreed to punish 
cowardice and desertion as the basest of crimes. 
The charm of Buonaparte’s invincibility was 
dissolved, «nd the Russian army was inspired 
with a consciousness of its strength, and a 
conddence in its eoeigies. 
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It was from this harassinig and destructive 
mode of warfare that Buonaparte, who quitted 
Moscow on the 19th of October, did not advance 
further than Vereya by the S9th of that month. 
At this place he quitted his army, and hastened 
with his Imperial Guards to Smolenzk, leaving 
orders for the rest to follow him with all con- 
venient speed. He himself did not reac^ this 
point of destination till the 9th of November, 
thus advancing but two hundred miles in 
twenty-one days. 

Field-Marshal Kutusoif detached General 
DoctoroflF with orders to act on the whole dis- 
tance between Gchatz and Mojaisk, and to make 
the destruction of the entrenchments, which the 
enemy had thrown up on the town of Vereya, 
his first object. This brave General executed 
his directions with equal courage and rapidity. 

The town of Vereya was cleared of the enemy, 
and their entrenchments carried by storm. 
These entrenchments, which were formed on a 
steep hill at five fathoms height, were surrounded 
by a palisade. In the course of half an hour the 
Russians forced their way on the parapet, not- 
withstanding the obstinacy of the enemy’s de- 
fence, and immediately every thing was in their 
hands without firing a single shot. A great 
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number were killed, and upwards of three 
hundred and fifty privates, fourteen Staff and 
chief officers, together with the commandant 
and a pair of colours, were the fruits of this suc- 
cessful assault. After having accomplished f his, 
the next object of the General’s was. the de- 
struction of such of the enemy as still n-mained 
in the town. The enemy made his apj>earanco 
to no purpose at eleven o’clock on the same day, 
with three battalions and four squadron.s, us well 
as some pieces of artillery, on the Mojaisk road. 
The storm was already finished, and the Uussian 
reserve was in good order, and in readiness to 
repulse this new force of the enemy. When the 
enemy, after a small resistance, perceived that 
his Vereya detachment wa.sdestroyed, he speedily 
withdrew himsrdf, and was piirsued by the light 
cavalry, who caused him a considerable loss. 
The loss of the Kussians was very trifling; .'iOO 
mu.sketsof the. enemy fell into their hands at the 
taking of the town of Vereya, and which were 
immediately distributed among the peasantry. 

The Russian columns were led, with in- 
describable courage, to the storming of Vereya, 
by four citizens of that place. The difficulty of 
the enterprise did not cool the love of their 
Co’untry in their hearts ; and they were the first 
to throw themselves on the walls of the en- 
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trenchments. One of them was wounded ; and 
by the directions of the General Field^Marsbal, * 
they were all four rewarded with the military 
badge of honour. 

In the morning of the .Slstof October, General 
Platoff attacked, with two brigades, the left 
wing of the French rear-guard. The alarmed 
enemv then continued his retreat ; but General 
Platolf caused him to be followed on the flanks 
with Cossacks and artillery, whilst he threw 
himself upon his rear with cannon and Cossacks. 
The enemy several times halted, and shewed 
against the Russians, infantry and cannon, but, 
threatened in his flanks and rear, he w'as still 
compelled to retreat. He seemed disposed to 
make a stand on the height near the convent of 
Kolotzk ; but the artillery obliged him to betake 
himself to flight, and the Russians took twenty 
pieces of cannon. In consequence of this for- 
tunate attack of the Cossacks, two entire batta- 
lions were annihilated, and the enemy’s loss was 
otherwise very considerable, as the Cossacks 
took but few prisoners. On the road from the 
convent of Kolotzk to Mojaisk, the enemy left 
more than five hundred horses behind him, and 
a great number of carts and baggage. — He re- 
treated in such haste, that he burned all his 
heavy baggi^e and powder waggons, and during 
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the night he even marched his artillery by the 
light of lanthoms. 

It was evidently the intention of the enemy 
to go round Xiitusoft’, and by that inruns to get 
to Kalouga, and force his way into the most 
fruitful provinces. This determined that General 
to abandon the old Kalouga road, and occupy 
the new one. By this movement he anticipated 
the enemy at Nialoyarraslovitz. A considerable 
French corps was, at the same time, on the road 
from Mojaisk to Kalouga. At Nialoyarraslovitz 
the enemy was beaten back. KutusoflT then, 
with the createat part of his army, went to 
Medvnc, where the enemv. in the meantime, 
was detained by a body of C’ossacks. 

The French, finding themselves anticipated 
on all the roads, began to retire through \’(‘reya, 
on the Mojaisk road. In consequence of this, 
Kutusofl' made the following disposition : his 
army marched direct upon \ iasma ; the corps 
of General Mihiradoviteh (which formed nearly 
the half of his force) followed the enemy 
in a parallel line, lietvveen him and the Mojaisk 
roads ; and all the troops from the Don received 
orders to anticipate the enemy, to destroy ail 
the bridges, to break up the roads, and to give 
him all possible annoyance. 
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Every part of the above plan answered most 
effectually. Almost every day was signalized by 
some success. On the 1st November, Platoff, 
commanding the advanced-guard, attacked the 
enemy at Kolotzk, and defeated them, taking 
much cannon and several prisoners. On the 2d 
Prince Orloff-Denisoff attacked, near Viasma, 
some of the regiments which had been beaten 
the preceding day at Kolotzk. Here he took a 
few prisoners, and amongst them Murat’s Secre- 
tary, with all his papers. On the 3d, General 
Miloradovitch, supported by Platoff, attacked 
several French corps near Viasma, commanded 
by the Vice King of Italy, Davoust, and Ney ; 
these corps were completely defeated, and drove 
through the town with great slaughter ; the loss 
of the French was 6000 killed and wounded, 
and one colour, five cannon, and 2000 prisoners, 
amongst whom was General Pettien and Colonel 
Morat, Aid-de-Camp to Marshal Davoust. The 
whole road to Mojaisk was covered with am- 
munition waggons and dead horses. On the 
<tth the Hetman Platoff' pursued the enemy 
beyond Viasma, and brought in 1000 prisoners. 

The French army was at this time in the 
greatest distress. — Harassed on every side by a 
determined and exasperated enemy, despair so 
took possession of the troops, that numbers sur- 
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rendered themselves to the victorious Russians, 
whilst others, no longer capable of making the 
least exertion, laid down on the road side, and 
perished with cold, hunger, and fatigue. 


The British nation, ever liberal towards suf- 
fering patriotism, could not view the deprivations 
and miseries occasioned to the Russian peasant 
and soldier in this struggle, without coming 
forward to their relief. — Subsi^riptions had been 
entered into at St. Petersburg, at the bead ol' 
which were all the members of the royal family ; 
and committees had been appointed in Russia 
to enquire into the particulars of the losses of 
every individual, in order to apportion the relict' 
to be distributed. — Humanity, and c-veii policy, 
demanded that Great-Britain should all'ord every 
aid to the people who witc contending lor the 
frrjedomof the Continent. No nation hud ever 
shewn greater exertions of public spirit, or been 
engaged in a juster cause. The noble conduct 
of the Russians had broken a link and made a 
chasm in the successes of tluv Tyrant of Europe, 
which all were bound to prevent being filUnl up : 
it bad dissolved the Continental System, and 
afforded an opening to British manufactures in 
the Baltic: it had broken that chain in which 
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British commerce and prosperity were held bound 
by their enemy. It was a struggle of the greatest 
importance to Europe, in which the Emperor of 
Russia had been compelled to engage, and held 
out an obligation for Great-Britain to gjve every 
degree of co-operation and assistance in her 
powef. V^arious meetings were therefore con- 
vened throughout this country to afford such re- 
lief to the distressed Russians as might in some 
degree compensate them for the very great suf- 
ferings and losses they had sustained from their 
merciless invader. Sums to a great, amount 
were contributed by all classes of Britons, and 
these augmented by a parliamentary vote worthy 
of the character of the country, and the glorious 
war in which Russia was engaged. — The words 
of a great statesman had been now fully verified ; 
(“ the Russian nation cannot yet have forgotten 
what it owes to the glorious memory of its great 
founder, and to that of Catherine II. — Nor can 
the Court of Petersburg compromise the dignity 
of a sovereign, and so far divest royalty of honour, 
honesty, and of all the attributes of a legitimate 
government, as to countenance the crimes of 
the rulers of Prance,*’) and it was a bounden 
duty that she should be supported in her en- 
deavours. 

Beauharnois was now conducting the 4th 
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corps of the army from Viasma towards Yitepsk, 
a distance of one hundred and thirty miles N.W. 
by the way of Douchovchina. ^'iasma, by the 
main western road through Dorogabouche, is 
about eighty-five miles from Smolenzk, and the 
latter place is sixty miles from Vitepsk. Within 
this triangle, therefore, were the following ope- 
rations carrier! on. On the 7th of November 
Beauharnois was attacked by Platoft’, who forced 
the corps to separate, one part pursuing its for- 
mer course, the other wandering away to the 
left. Beauharnois underwent extreme hard- 
ships on that day. In the course of it, he lost 
above 400 horses, he w'as obliged to spike many 
of his cannon, and with difficulty reached Zese- 
lia in the evening. On the }^th he again set for- 
ward with such part of the corps as remained, 
intending to reach Pologgi ; but such were the 
obstacles he encountered, that, though not on 
that day much harassed by the enemy, he was 
unable to get further than the river Vop, having 
lost SOO more horses, and two-thirds of his ar- 
tillery : still, however, he persevered in his in- 
tention of marching for Douchovchina. Thus 
was Bj^auharnois situated on the evening of the 
8tb oTNovember ; but on the 9th, in the morn- 
ing, having learnt that the last-mentioned town 
Witt occupied by the Adjutant-General Count 
Ifutusoff, (a relation of the Field Marshal’s) he 
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abandoned his object, and turned off suddenly 
to the left for Dorogabouche, on the Smolenzk 
road. Here, however, he was again intercepted, 
and an obstinate battle ensued, which termi- 
nated in a complete victory on the part of the 
Russians, the French losing 69 pieces of can- 
non, all their ammunition, 3000 prisoner, and 
a still more considerable number in killed and • 
wounded. 

As proofs of the extreme sufferings of the 
French army at this time, the two following do- 
cuments are given, being intercepted letters from 
Eugene Beauhainois to Berthier. 

Intercepted Letter from the Viceroy of Italy, Eu- 
gene Napoleon, to the Prince of Neufchatel, 

from Zeselia, Oct. 96, (Nov. 7) 1812. 

“ I have the honour to acquaint your High- 
ness, that I put myself in motion this morning 
at four o’clock, but the difficulties of the ground, 
and the slippery ice, have occasioned such ob- 
stacles to the march of my corps of the army, 
that its head alone could arrive here at six in 
the evening, and the tail of the columns was 
compelled to take up a position tw'o leagues in 
the rear. 



“ From two till five o’clock the enemy made 
his appearance on my ri$;ht. He attacked nearly 
at the same time the head, the centre, and the 
tail of my columns, with artillery, Cossacks, and 
dragoons. In the van-sjuard he found a gap, of 
which he took advantage to make an inroa<l, and 
carry oflf two regimental cannon, which were on 
a bteep declivity, and at some distanc** from their 
escorts. The 9th regiment of infantry hastened 
to the spot, bnt the pieces were already car- 
ried off. 

“ The enemy fired on our rear-guard with 
four pieces of cannon, and Cieiieral Oranno be- 
lieves, though w'ithout atfirming it as certain, 
that he saw some infantry. On each of the 
other points the enemy had two pieces of 
cannon. 

“ Your Highness will readily perceive, that, 
embarrassed by my heavy baggage, w hich has 
been replaced in my hands, and by a numerous 
artillery, of the horses attached to which, 400 , 
without exaggeration, have died this day, my 
situation is criycal enough. Nevertheless, i 
shall continue my movement very early to-mor- 
row morning, in order to reach Pologgi. There 
I shall expect information, and according to what 
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I learn there, 1 will decide on marching either to 
Douchovchina, or to Pneva. 

“ 1 must not conceal from your Highness, 
that after using every effort in my power, I have 
yet found it impossible to drag my artilleiy, and 
that in this respect, very great sacrifices must be 
expected. To-day many pieces were spiked end 
buried. — I am, &c.” 

Letter from the same to the same, at the time of 
crossing the river Vope, Oct, 27> (Nov. Sj 
1819. 

“ Herewith enclosed I address to your High- 
ness the letter which I wrote you yesterday, but 
which did not reach you, the officer who was 
the bearer having been misled by his guide. 

“ Your Highness will be surprised at learning 
that I am still only upon the Vope. I neverthe- 
less set out this morning from Zeselia at five 
o’clock ; but the road is so cut up with ravines, 
that incredible efforts were necessary to advance 
even thus far. It is with pain that 1 feel myself 
under the severe necessity of acknowledging to 
you the sacrifices which we have made to acce- 
lerate our march. These three last days have 

•/ 

cost us two-thirds of the artillery of this corps 
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of the army. Yesterday about +00 horses died , 
and to-day, perhaps, double that number have 
perished, exclusive of the great number of 
horses which I have caused to be put on for the 
military % baggage, and that of individuals. 
Whole trains of horses have perished in the har- 
ness at once. Many of them have been even 
* • 

three times renewed. 

“ To-day this corps of the army has not been 
disturbed in its march. We have perceived 
only a few Cossacks, without artillery, which 
appears to me rather uncommon ; but if wc are 
to believe the re|K>rt of a Voltigeur sent out 
marauding, it would appear that a column of in- 
fantry, artillery, and cavalry, was marching in 
the same direction with us, namely, up<»n Dou- 
chovchina. This night 1 send forward a strong 
rcconnoissance upon Douchovchina, where 1 
hope to be to-morrow, should the enemy not op- 
pose to me a serious resistance ; for 1 must not 
conceal from your Highness, that these three 
days of suffering have so dispirited the soldier, 
that 1 believe him at this moment very little ca- 
pable of making any effort. N umbers of men 
are dead of hunger or cold, and others in-despair 
have suffered themselves to be taken by the 
enemy. — 1 am, &c.'’ 
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After the taking of Polotzk, on the 20th of 
October, the broken remains of the 2ncl French 
corps had been pursued, without intermission, 
first to Lepel, and thence to Tchasniki, where, 
being joined by L5,000 of Victor's corps from 
Smolenzk*, they thought themselves strong 
enough to make a stand. 

Their loss at the battle of Polotzk, and during' 
their retreat to Lepel, amounted in prisoners to 
100 staff officers, among whom were five colo- 
nels, and 6000 privates; 9 pieces 6f cannon, the 
whole baggage belonging to the Bavarian regi- 
ments — 90 powder waggons, and a great number 


* Smolenzk^ so celebrated in these campaigns, as being the 
scene of conflict, and of victory, and also as giving the dignity 
of Prince to the venerable hero Kutusofl) is in appearance 
and structure, the most noble and singular city of any in this 
most astonishing empire : it is situated on the Boristhenes, 
and stretched over two mountains, and the valley which di- 
vides them. Its bankings, walls, towns, and fortifications, its 
domes and steeples, all rising in a pleasing confusion, form a 
gratifying prospect; its scattered and humble buildings, 
sometimes hidden among the numberless trees, which grow 
within its walls, the gardens, the meadows, the corn, fields, 
the orchards of Smolenzk, at once rich, beautiful, and gro- 
tesque, rivet the attention, and gratify the senses. It is an as<^ 
semblage of battlements, and rural ^enery, such as no other 
city in the universe can exhibit. ’ Yet, notwithstanding its 
extent, contains only 4000 inhabitants. 
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of 5 un carria':<»s : tlir guns wctp thrown into tlic 
river by the eiuMiiy. 

Their loss in killed was very jjrcal, as not only 
the field of battle, but even the whole roail, was 
coveretl with (lead bodies; so that this eorps of 
the enemy was eutin ly d»‘str<^»yeil ; besides 
whicii, \ ie tor Iv-id been forced with his corps to 
separate from the tiraiid Army. 

On the 1st of November General Witiiensti in 
again attacked tliem in their positions, and at'ter 
a very hot battle, whicb lasted the wbol<‘day, be 
succeeded once more in putting litem to fliudii. 
Here, having positd himself on the river Onla. 
he dispatched a part of his f«>ices to Vitepsk. 
about 40 otiles to the riortli-west, wliirli plaee 
was then occupied by a Freneh detaelmieiit ; 
but being attaekeU on tlietitli of November, il 
was carried liyassaidt, tliefii n« ral wli(» aeletl us 
Governftr of the. town being taken, tog* titer with 
many other prisoners of note. In the int'aiiwliile 
Genera! Witgenstein Itavin;: first sent out par- 
ties to Borrisoti'an* I .Minsk ;und ihi-rebv put him- 
self in communication with tieneral Teliiclra- 
goff, who had reached the latter place), niarelied 
|!irectly upon Orclta, the next large town to 
ttrasnov, at the distance of about 4.^ miles to 
the westward, and nearly half-way betwi-en thiit 
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place and BorrisofF. Thus three Russian armies 
were placed directly in front of Buonaparte, on 
the straight line of his retreat ; namely, Kutu- 
sofF’s at Krasnoy, Witgenstein's- at Orcha, and 
Tchichagoff’s at BorrisofF or Minsk *. Buona- 
parte was well aware of the dangerous state of 
his position, and perceived that no other re- 
source was left him, than to hasten his retreat 
towards the Berezina. 

On the 9th of November, Count OrlofF-Deni- 
sofF, commanding a part of the troops in advance 
between Smolenzk and Krasnoy, fell in with a 
corps of detachments intended for the different 
regiments of imperial guards; this force was un- 
der the command General Barraguay D’Hilliers, 
having with him General Charpentier, and Bri- 
gadier General Augereau, which was marching 
to Kalouga, and ignorant of the events that bad 
occurred since the evacuation of Moscow. The 
Russians had found them posted in three vil- 
lages on the road : three small corps of irregu- 
lars, under a Colonel Davidoff, and two Cap- 
tains, Seslavin and Phigner, attacked them in 
their posts. The fortune of the day was with 

* Minsk is. a very considerable place ; two churches and a 
monastery, which it contains, are constructed of brick; and 
the buildings, though of wood, have a very neat appearance. 
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the llussiaus. At'ter a woll-eoiitcstcd stniu:»lr, 
D’llilliers’ division was oldiiied to make a rapid 
retreat to Siuoleiizk ; one division under C’liar- 
penticr was nearly out to pieces, and An<rerean, 
brother to the. Marshal, after havinc: a tlionsand 
ol’his men killed, snrr»-ndere<l the surviving two 
thonsiUid to C'aptain l*hi"iHM', who hail not 
LMH) men. The succeedin;; days were erpially 
favorable to the Itnssian arms: on the l‘’ih 
Count OrlofV-DenisolT attacked a forat;iiio 
party of the cavalry and artillery, and killed 
and made prisoners a very considerable %inml)cr. 

In the meantime, (ieneral PlatolT at talked 
Bcauharnois’ corps on the other side' of Smo- 
lensk. This action was still more obstinate than 
the above, and terminated favorably to the llus- 
sians, who look thirty-three pieces of cannon, 
and two hundred prisoners. However, these 
sanguinary and well-contested battles were but 
the pridudes to still greater events and successes 
for the Russian arms. 

Count Platoti* transmitted to Field Marshal 
Kutusotr the subjoined report of his operations 
against the corps of Reauharnois, dati*il from the 
village of Montornvo, NoveinlH.>r 8th. 

“ I have the happiness to congratulate 
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your Excellency on a signal victory over the 
enemy. 

After I had sent off my dispatch of yesterday 
to your Excellency, I pursued .my march, ac- • 
cording to your directions on the right aide of 
the great Smolenzk road, that leads from Doro- 
gabouchc to Smolenzk, to come in front of tjie 
enemy’s columns, and prevent them from fora- 
ging and setting fire to the villages. I have in- 
formed your Excellency that I continued my 
march upon Solowievo, but expected to meet the 
enemy on the Douchovchina road. I yes- 
terday came up with the corps of the Viceroy of 
Italy, Eugene, on his retreat from Dorogabouche 
to Douchovchina, attacked it, and by the aid 
of Providence, divided it into two parts. 

One part withdrew itself upon Douchov- 
china, and the other turned Dorogabouche in the 
utmost disorder, and distributed itself in differ- 
ent places ; but to-day, they united themselves 
by different roads with that part which had gone 
upon Douchovchina. 

To-day I again attacked the enemy, notwith- 
standing the continual rainy weather, and as soon 
as I found him, completely defeated him. 
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In tlipse tn-6 actions the enemy lost a great 
number of killed, among wliieli were some ge- 
nerals, as appears from the insignia and decora- 
tions brought to me. The prisoners amount to 
3i)00, among whom are chiefs of regiments, stall', 
and upper officers. — The (.'ossacks took but 
few' prisoners — having cut the greater part to 
pieces. 


Sixty-two pieces of cannon are taken, and pro- 
bably more, for 1 have not vi t had time to enu- 
merate them accurately: — standards liavi* also 
been taken, wliieli, <m account of haste, have not 
yet been brought to me. 

With respect to tin; killed ainl wounded on 
our side, I have noae<.oiini. but thanks todod 
they are not very niae\ . 

The regiments are following, with me, the re- 
mains of the enemy’s defeated corps, which has 
retired in the utmost disorder upon Douchov- 
china. 

On my right side, near tli€ town of Douchov- 
china, is Major-General iloviaskoy, with his 
brigade. He has taken the Chief of the General 
Staff and all the armies, General Saaeon, and 
about 500 privates. 
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I have sent five regiments, under the com- 
mand of Major-General Grekow, in pursuit of 
the enemy along the Sraolenzk road, and am 
myself hastening, with the rest of the regiments, 
completely to annihilate the remainder of this 
corps of the enemy. 

1 shall conclude ray report by observing, that 
every thing proceeds excellently, and it is only 
necessary to pursue the enemy.** 


“ PLATOFF.*’ 

The following admirable paragraph from the 
parole orders of the 10th November, issued by 
Prince KutusofF to his army, deserves atten- 
tion. 


“ After these extraordinarily great successes 
which we daily and every where are gaining 
over the enemy, nothing<nore remains for us to 
do, than to pursue him rapidly ; and then, per* 
haps, the Russian land, which he thought to 
subjugate, may be strewed with his bones. Let 
us, therefore, pursue him without giving him 
any rest. The winter, accompanied with frost 
and snow, is approaching; but what have you, 
hardy children, to fear from it ? Your breasts of 
steel fear neither the severity of the weather, nor 



the malice of the enemy ; tljcvarcthe safe walls 
of your native country, against which all at- 
tempts must fail. You an* likewise a(le<|iiate to 
the support of any temporary want, in case that 
such shouUl take place. GoikI soldiers prove 
themselves such by fortitude and patience, of 
which the veterans set examples to tin' younger 
soldiers. Mav every oiu' keep isuwarrolV in 
remembrance: he taught how to hear hunger 
and frost, when a victory, f>r the glory of tin* 
Russian nation was in view ! Let us go on ! 
God is with us ; before us is the beaten enemy, 
and may peace and happiness be behind us !” 

Marshal Kutusoff, convinced that it was the 
intention of the enemy to make a movement by 
Knisnoy, a town to the sonth westward ul Smo- 
leiizk, pushed forward a strong body under l,i« u- 
tenant-Gencral On w arrow, a galhmt oHicerwho 
checked the advance of the enemy at Khlelten 
and Lingnau, in thc^ campaigns of ]S(Ki-7. to 
divert the marueuvre. This officer fell in with 
the enemy, attacked with great n-solution, and 
completely defeated them, taking one standard, 
several pieces of cannon, and a great number of 
prisoners. The French still moving forward in 
heavy masses from Sinolenzk under Davoust, 
and advancing near to Krasnov, a reinforcement 
WM brought up, commanded by Lieutenant- 
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General Prince Galitzen. By this movement 
the French position was turned, and a most 
violent attack was commenced. The Russian 
artillery was served most admirably,’ and after a 
long and sanguinary contest the enemy was 
forced to surrender. Davoust’s corps connected 
the. advanced-guard with the rear ; and this 
point of connection was of such extensive im- 
portance, that Buonaparte commanded in person, 
and made the most vigorous exertions. The 
battle lastiid the whole day ; and the enemy 
were completely defeated and dispersed in the 
neighbouring wood, for a distance of five wersts 
aluii”' the banks of the Dnieper. The fruits of 
this victory were two Generals, fifty-eightofficers, 
9170 rank and file, prisoners, 70 pieces of cannon, 
three standards, and the baton of Marshal Da- 
voust : on both sides the loss in killed was very 
great. 


The annexed is an intercepted letter from the 
Prince of Neufchatel to Marshal Davoust, 
from Smolenzk. 

“ Prince of Echmuhl, — It is the wish of the 
Emperor, that you support the Duke of Elchin- 
gen in the retreat which he is making with his 
rear-guard, while the Viceroy, to-morrow, will 
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march to take post at Krasnoy. You will, thert'- 
fore, take care to «»eeupy the |M)st wliieli you 
shall .judsre adviseahlo. and whieli the \ ieeroy 
shall evactiate. The intention of the l-'anperor 
is, that yoit, with your eorps. and that of the 
Duke of Klehinuen, n tin' from Krasnoy, and 
make this movement on tin* Kith and 17th. 
(jicneral Charpentier, with his 'j^arrison, eonsist- 
insr of three third 1‘olislt hattaliuns ami a regiment 
of cavalry, will leave the town at tin* same time 
with the rear, llefon* you mareh out. you will 
blow up the ramparts whieh surround Smoh-nzk, 
as the mines are ready, and only need to be set 
fire to. You will takeeare tit at the ammunition, 
powder-chests, and every tiling that eannot be 
carried away, be destroye«l and burnt, as also 
the muskets: the cannon sliould be buried. 
Generals Chasseloup and l.arelossiere will takt; 
care, each in his department, to carry these orders 
into proper executioti. 

“ You will take can* to s<-nd out patroles. that 
no marauder may remain Ivltind ; and you will 
also leave as lew persons as |)Ossible in the 
hospitals. 

(Signed) “ Priureof Ncufchatel, Maj.-fien. 


Smoletizk, Nov. (i t).’* 
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In order to obtain a certain victory over 
Marshal Ney, and to cut off entirely his com- 
munication with the rest of the army, General 
Kiitusoff, on the 17th of November, reinforced 
General Miloradovitch with the 8th coVps, giving 
him orders to prevent the Marshal’s advance, 
and to take a position near the villages Syro- 
herenic and Tcherniska, on the high road 
Krasnoy. Major-General Lourkouski perceived, 
about three in the afternoon, the enemy advanc- 
ing. The thickness of the fog prevented him 
from ascertaining the force of the French, who 
kept marchitig forwards with great resolution 
till they were close to the Russian batteries. 
The enemy attempting in vain to pierce through 
their lines, received, at the distance of two 
hundred and forty paces, a general discharge of 
musketry and forty pieces of cannon : the effect 
of this fire upon the enemy was extremely fatal : 
they, however, fought with the greatest bra- 
very; they repeatedly rushed on to the attack 
of the Russian batteries, but were as frequently 
repulsed. General Paskevitch, commanding a 
Russian division, led on his troops by a circui- 
tous route from the villages, and succeeded in 
getting in the rear of the French; be immedi-tely 
charged them in the most intrepid manner: this 
movement was admirably seconded by the 
Hulan Guards, who at the same moment attack^ 



and turned the enemy’s ripht w ing, whilst the left 
was vigorously attack(*d by the I’ativlofsky regi- 
ments. Finding there was no hope ol'eseapimr. he 
at length sent a flag of triiee to (.Jeneral .Milora- 
dovitch, and atniidnight ihewhole eorps d’armiV 
of the enemy, amonntiiig to 1^.000 men, were 
obliged to lay down their arms. All *their 
artillory, in number twenty-seven pieces of can- 
non, all the baggage and military chest, were 
the fruits of this victory, in the number of 
prisoners were al)Ove oin- hundred otlieers of 
different ranks. .Marshal Ney. who had vainly 
expected by his advan«*«' to repair tlie lossi s of 
Buonaparte, was wounded, but saved himself by 
flight, and was pursued by the Cossacks beyond 
the Dnieper. The h»ss of tin* enemy was ex- 
ceedingly great : four (ienerals of Division 
w'cre among the wcuiiided. The Hussiaiis. who 
had not lost al>ove five hundrr'd men in killed 
and wounded, made a considerable Imoty on 
this day : a great part of the spoil of Moscow, 
which had been saved from the flames, fell into 
their hands* 

* 'Die paint inc^, anti other valuahU* ciiriositio<^ whicli came 
to the EiniHTor’.-!* hliaiv uf tin- pluntlcr at Moscow*, wore con- 
veyed on nine and moved at the head of the column 

ot the £in|H'ror k train, under the hi^h Hoiiiuliii^ apiH^llatiun 
Les Trophees” — 'rhc»e trophies were followed by '2H 
Vaggona, lailenw tlh the Einjieror^ treasure, and thoic were 
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On the Dwina the Russian arms were equally 
prosperous. — On the 14th of November Count 

again followed by 80 carriages of various descriptions, which 
concluded the Emperor’s etjuipage, the whole mider the im- 
mediate superintendance of General Bernard. — The horses 
which drew the Emperor’s treasure knocked up first, and to 
ease them of their burthen as much as possible, several carriages 
belonging to the 16th battalion were taken to assist. — Those 
M aggons were called the “ The Comets , on account of their 
singular construction with shafts before and behind. Every ’ 
evening orders were issued for the march of the Imperial train 
column for the following day, and the names of the several 
divisions of those carnages rendered the daily orders ridiculous. 

— Now the Trophies will lead the column, then the Comets . — 
Such or such time the Trophies will break up, or such and such 
hour the Comets will bivouac , — When sometimes the alarm 
was given at night, away drove trophies and comets in a bur- 
ly burly, and the conductors of the trophies were often near 
losing sight of their high trust, and obliged to unharness their 
horses to save themselves, at the ex pence of the trophies. As 
by degrees the great mortality among the horses increased, 
sevei al carriages of the Imperial train column were burned 
every night ; but this w as always ])erformed at a considerable 
distance from the high road, to avoid the observation of idle 
sjioctators and passers-by. Thus diminished this formidable 
column day after day; and before the enemy had reached 
Wilna, nearly the whole of this wpiipage had vanished into 
smoke, a proof of the instability an«l uncertainty of worldly 
fame and treasure. A small part only of the Imjicrial 
treasure w as saved, by the horses being taken from the tro- 
phies to hasten the march of the comets. 

The fate of the treasure appears best from the report made 
by the Minister Mollien on the 4th of January (New Style) tt» 
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Witgenstein was attacked by Victor, who had 
collected all his troops from ditlorcnt places, 

Count Daru : in this statement it is oliscrved, that fiom Smo- 
leiizk to W’ilwa the sum of nu^re than ^ Iratic^ w lo>l 

out of .5,2(M>,"J4o francs; and that froivi Wilna to K^miiiirsber^ 
the sum t>f (5/213,290 fniiics war minus oii» of Ut,9lt),4.V) 
francs : so tiiat <*ut of m nrly the >nm of I(i,l 2J,7()1) franc.*’ 
oriiV tVancs were saved. — The Minidcr Mollirn 

slates in hi> report, “ that the trea r.re was plundered hy those 
btlon;^dn^ to the train, and that he had already directed (u - 
neral Bernard to make the necessary inquiries a> to what corps 
of the army thc>e men belonged and he further obstTvo.s, 

that he had certain hopes of tracing the delinquents, as no 
doubt many individuals must have shared in the plunder of so 
considerable sums;’' andhead<ls, that alihough, pt?rhaps, 
in the first instance, their recot ery could not be thought of*, 
yet that they should be charged liereafter against the corps 
by which the robbery had been committed.” — Such deduc- 
tion would certainly be no more than just, if the men belong- 
ing to tho.se corps had not been deducted from the population 
of Europe; or perhaps the Minister thought at the time on 
the arrears of the army, and of a balance lielu ecn plunder and 
debt; if so, it is possible that the treasury would still have 
gained. 

The King of Naples, with his own hands, .set fire to part 
of his equipage, between Smolensk and Kia.^noy, amongst 
which he sacrificed the whole of his plate to the flames : the 
King kept stirring the fire with a long pole, and, as the soldiers 
came crawling from all parts to save from destruction some of 
the valuables, for their own l>cnefit, he flung the blazing pole 
among the foremost; but notwithstanding this he could not 
prevent the removal of various articles of horse-clothing, which 
piotcited and comforted the soldiers. The bhabracks. 
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with the express oFtject of driving him across 
the river. I hc llussi;iii advaiiced-f^uard, under 
Lieuti'naiit-deiier.il I’riin e .iaselievel drew him 
on hv a well-eonducted n;treat witiuri tlie ransre 
of tlieir hattcries. I'lie enemy inimediateiv ad- 
vanced against the eentni of General VVil^en- 
stein’s ]>ositi(in, and threatened with an over- 
powering force of troops, winch marched in co- 
iuinns, his two Hunks. He suffered him to a*p- 
proacli near, and then received him with his 
sharp-shooters and artillery. fh** action was 
very hot, and continued the wiiole day, espe- 
cially in the centr4', on which the enemy parti- 
cularly pressed, in order to take the main batte- 
ries, which wen; on a lu'ight belbre General 
\Vilg« iisfein’s position, having in front the vil- 
lage of Sim)lenzk, which was six times taken by 
the enemy, a»ul as often retaken by the 11 us- 
sian«. At length, in the evening, the enemy, 
after having lost about 800 men, and some otfi- 
cers, taken prison<‘i's, with a great number of 
killed and wounded, (for the village of Smoimt 
as w«.‘ll as the field of battle w'as full of dead bo- 
dies), retreated from his position, enraged and 
mortified at the failure of his enterprize. im- 


iioHCVcr, liavf .'liiicc returned to the pri'tine offices for which 
they were iulcnded, and art* a!>ai»i rodo upon, although not 
by Kings, but by Cossacks. 
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mediately after this, the enemy withdrew, iii 
siglitofthe Kussiaii army, with the greater part 
of his troops, along the river Ula, upon Haitshe- 
kowo, where, however, as he was received un- 
expectedly by (Jeneral Witgenstein’s reserve, 
under the command of Major- (.Tcneral Fock, ho 
here made a halt to pass the night. Meanwhile, 
he made a strong diunonstration in the night, on 
his left flank, by throwing bridges over the river 
Lnkomlao, intending by this movement to turn 
both flanks of General \Vit*;enstein’s arn»v, and 
get in his rear, and thereby force him to quit his 
position. Hut when he lound this attempt 
totally defeated, he returned back on the ,jth, at 
eight in the morning, and marched past him 
with his whole force, which was very great, at a 
considerabh* distance. The army at length left 
a strong rear-guard opposite to (n neral VVitgi'ii- 
stein’s position, and which remained there until 
late in the night, w hen he moved farther along 
the road to the village of Akseuza ; the llussian 
van-guard pursued him w itli cavalry, and made 
upwards of fiOO prisoners. The loss of the I'nnich 
in this attack w as bctw<>en 2 and .WOO. — The 
following morning the eniuny had completely 
withdrawn : they w't're, howi’ver, followed by 
the cavalry, who harassed their retreat, and 
brought ofl' numerous prisoners. 
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Colon<‘l "rchcrnirhetK Aido-dc-Cainp to the 
Kinneror Alexander, had Ihc.'Ii detached by 
Admiral IVrhichai^off, whf) was ])rof7‘(’dinG; to- 
wards Minsk, with a small ('orps oni;:^!it cavalry, 
to the position of General M^itgrenstpin, where 
h(* arri vetl on the I Sth November, liavinp: marched 
seven hundiyd worsts in five days. In the 
course oi'his march rosciied from the eiiemy^ 
between Wilna and Minsk, Major-General 
M^inzinci'erodc, who was taken prisoner at Mos- 
cow, and his A ide-de-Camp Captain Narishkin, 
rhose ofiicers were beins: conducted to\Aards 
the frontier, under an escort of g:ons d’armes. 
and had been presented to Buonaparte at 
\ eres a. 


Tbe l)rilliant succe^es whicli attended the 
Russian troops, and whit'h wore the forerunners of 
L:realerL;lories, inspired them with the most lively 
ardour: the enemy retreated on all sides, pur- 
sued by active and resolute armed bodies. — 
Detachments were daily cut off, and the priva- 
tions and inclemency of the season, nearly 
elVecled the destruction of all who escaped the 
sword of the conquerors. 

On the loth of November the Emperor Alex- 
ei 
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under issiu'd the following; prorhiiiiation from 
St. Pelorsburg. 

“ It is w'cW known to the whole world in whnt ni.'inner 
the enemy has entered the boundaries of our enijiire. 
No stop or means tliat have so frequently been resorted 
toby the punctual fultilment of the peaceable stipulations, 
nor our steady endeavours by all possible means to avert 
the effects of a Idoody and destrin tive war, have been 
able to cheek bis obstinate design, in which he has shewn 
himself entirely immoveable. W ith peaceful promises 
on his tongue, he never ceast‘d to think on war. At 
length, having eolleeted a large army, and strengthened 
it with Austrian, Prussian, Bavarian, ^^*irteml)ur::, 
Westphalian, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Polish 
regiments, who were constrained through disgrace and 
fear, he put himself in motion with this immense force, 
sppplietl with vnst (jiiantitics of artillery, and peiu'trated 
into the interior of our country. Murder, fire, and de- 
struction, were his attendant on the march. I'he plun- 
dered j)roj)erty, the towns and villages set on fire, the 
smoking ruins of Moscow, the Kremlin blown up into 
the air, the temples and altars of the JUu’d destroyed ; in 
one word, all kinds of cruelty and barbarity, bitberto un- 
heard of, at length prove by bis own actions, that they 
have long been lying concealed in the depth of bis mind. 
The mighty and hajipy Russian empire, which possesses 
every thing in abundance, awakened in tlic licart of the 
enemy envy and dread. The possession of tlie wbolir 
world could not satisfy him, so long as the fertile fields 
of Russia still were haj)py. Full of this envy and in- 
ternal liatred, he revolved, turned, and arranged in liis 



mind, «*ill in.uuior nf cvW moans by wliich he might give a 
droadi’ul i)l()\v to livr power, a total coiifasion to licr rlclies, 
and bring general dostrnotion on ivr lie 

likewise tliouLrlit by cunning and iiatiery to sliakc the 
fidelity of our Miisjccts ; hv tb.e dcfilenient of the sanc- 
tuaries, anrl of (bid's l;‘m]>!es, to ryiako religion unsteady^ 
and to strike the M:iti{)nai sight with follies and extrava- 
gances. On lliese hojies he built his destriietive pl?ns,^ 
and with thent lie forced himself, like a pestilential and 
murderous teni[)est, into the heart of Russia. 

“ Tiie whole world has fixed its attention on our suf- 
fering country, and inwardly moved, thought they saw 
in the relleetion of tlu* flames of Moscow the last day of 
the existence of our freedom and independence. But 
great and mighty is the (jod of Justice ! Th.c triumph 
of the enemy wjis of short duration ; pressed on all sides 
by our valiant armies and levies, he soon discovered that 
by his temerity he had ventured too far, and that he could 
not, cither by his vaunted aiiuy, his seducements, or his 
crucitii s, inspire fear into the loyal and valiant Russians, 
nor save himself from destruction. After manv fruitless 
endeavours, and now that he sees liis numerous troops 
every vvliere beaten and destroyed, lie now, with the 
small remains of them, seeks his personal safety in the 
r.ipidity of his flight ; he flies from Moscow with as much 
fear and depression as ho advanced against it with pride 
and insolence; he flies, leaving his cannon behind him, 
tlirowing away his liaggage, and snerifieing every thing 
that can retard tlie swiftness of his fliglu. Thousands of 
the fugitives daily fall to the earth and expire. In such 
manner does the just vengeance of God punish those 



who insult his temples. Whilst we, with paternal ten- 
derness and joyful heart, observe the trreat and praise- 
worthy actions of our faithful subjects, we carry our most 
warm and lively trratitude to the first cause of ail puid — 
the Almi^iTiity God ; and in the next j)laee wc have to 
express our thanks in the name of our eon)m<m eountry, 
to all our loyal suhjeets, as the true sons of Russia. By 
. their general energy and zeal, the force of the enemy is 
brought down to tlie lowest degree of decline, for the 
greater part has cither been annihilated or made* prisoners. 
All have imaniinously joined in the work. Our valiant 
armies have every where defeated the enemy. 'J'he higher 
nobility liavc spared nothing by which it could contri- 
bute to the increase of the strength of the state. I'he 
merchants have distinguished themselves l)y sacriti(*cs of 
all kinds. The loyal people, burghers, and ])easantry, 
have given sucli proofs of fidelity and love for their 
country, as can only be expected of the Russian nation. 
They have zealously end voluntarily entered into the 
hastily raised levies, and liave shewed a courage and 
resolution equal to veteran warriors. They have with 
the same force and intrejiidity penetrated the enemy's 
regiments with the same implements with which they 
only a few weeks before turned up the fields. In this 
manner the troops of levies sent from St. Petersburg 
and Novogorod, for the strengthening of the forces under 
Count Wiigenstcin, have behaved themselves, especially 
at Polotzk, and other places. We Imve besides, and 
with heartfelt satisfaction, perceived by the reports of tlie 
Commander-in-Chief of the armies, and from other 
Generals, that In several governments, and particularly 
in those of Moscow and Kalouga, the country people 
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Jiave armed themselves, eliosen their own leaders, and 
not only resisted all attempts at seducing tliem, but also 
sustaiii(‘d all the calaniities that have liehillen them 
with the perseverance of martyrs. Often have they 
united themselves w'ith our detachments, and assisted 
them in making their enterprises and attacks against the 
enemy. Many villagers have secreted their families 
and tender infants in the woods; and the inhabitants, 
with armed hand and inconceivable courage, under en- 
gagements on the Holy Gospel not to leave each other iif 
danger, defended tliemselves, and whenever the enemy 
shewed himself, have fallen upon him, so that many 
thousands of them have been cut to pieces, and dispersed 
hy the j)easants, and even by their women, and numbers 
taken j>risoiiers, who were indebted for their lives to the 
humanity of those very people whom they eaine to plun- 
der and destroy. 

‘‘ So high a purpose, and such invincible perseverance 
ill the whole nation, does it iinmortul honour, worthy of 
being preserved in the minds of i>osterity. With the 
eouiage of such a nation, we entertain the most well- 
founded hopes. Wliilst we, jointly with the true church, 
and the holy synod and clergy, supplicate God’s assistance, 
tliat if our inveterate enemy, and the mocker of God’s 
temple and holiness, should not be entirely and totally 
destroyed in Russia, yet that his deep wounds, and the 
blood it lias cost liim, will bring him to acknowledge her 
might and strength. 


“ Meanwhile, we hold it to be our bounden duty, by 
tliis general publication before the whole world, to ex- 



prt'ss our pratitiuk- to tlie valiant, loyal, and rclii^iout^ 
Russian nation, and thcrthy rondfr it due justice.” 


Adnnral IVliicliaiioll arrivoil on the <>i’ 
November al IJorrisoir. wliieli j)laee Adjiitaiil- 
Gciieral (\uint Lambert took possession of on 
Jhe preeediiiL; day, and then' defeated tlie wliole 
of Doinbrosvski’s eorps, takinir six eannon and 
tvvoslaiuls ofeoloiirs. andnrakinu' .nlOO prisoners; 
the reniaiiider of this beaten <'orps niarclied olf 
on the road to Oreha. ('onnt de Larnlx rl also 
look two pieces of avtiiierv at Kaydaiioto, and 
about .loot) priso!iers. In the course of ei^ht 
days this otticer made about 11,000 prisoners, 
including tlie sick that were found in the lios])i- 
talsat Minsk, and took twenty-four eannon. \'ic- 
tor andOudinot were now retreating, before Gene- 
ral Wit^enstein in thedin ctioii of llorrisoff, who 
pursued them, and on the y.ld took ujiwards of 
SOO prisoners, and a number of baiiyage-wa^gons. 
In the meantime Count IMatoH' was in pursuit 
of the enemy’s grand army towards 1'outchino. 
Thus tlie Russians were compressing the enemy 
on three sides. G<*n<'ral Count Rlatoff pursued 
them on the rear, General M’itgenstein acted on 
their flank, and Admiral Tchichagoir wailed for 
them at CorrisofT. 
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Major-Cjcneral V lastoff, coinmanding' the vau- 
guarcl ol’ (Jciicral VV'itgeiisteiu’s army, defeated 
General Deiiteliie’s division, near the town of 
Batoiiry, and made prisoiu-rs within two days 
General Dentelne, one Lieutenant-Colonel, 
thirty-six ollieers, and i>000 men. It was then 
pereeived that the' enemy wia'e f|uickly retreat- 
ing; and General AVitgenstein undertook mak- 
ing a Hank movement from llolopolichi, and 
marched towards the town of Barani, in order, 
from this point, to cut him otl’ from the Lepel 
road, and be enableil to act on N'esselowo and 
Stoudent/i, where he was forming bridges. 

'rin- i'ollow ing ri jtort was now sent to the 
Kmperor by Count ^Litgenstein. 

‘‘ \\ hen I arrived at the town of Kosstritzi, I 
leeeived information that Napoleon would cross 
the Berezina river, and that V ictor’s corps formed 
his rear-guard. 1 therefore put myself in march 
to attack him whilst crossitig, and desired 
General Platolf to hasten to Borrisofi*, which he 
accordingly did. Fie proceeded on the Tout- 
chino road, and after my arrival with the whole 
corps at Old Borrisotf, he cut off the enemy’s 
rear-guard, consisting of half of A'ictor’s corps, 
and attacked it on the following afternoon. 
After a heavy fire of musketry, which continued 



for four hours, by the efioct of the artillery, tlie 
eueiny were rlirowu into tlisordcT and put to 
flight: and ouo ])ie('e ol* artillt'rv, thirty oftirers. 
and lOOO men, were taken. Tlu* enemy suflert'd 
a great loss !)osid(‘s in killed and wounded. 
Meanwhile 1 sent a flag cd truce to intdrin tlu' 
enemy of my superiority of force, and that lie 
was surrounded and must sunuMider. Tlu' cou- 
rage and valour of tlie troops under my eommand. 
together with (jeiu'ial Platotl’s arrival at IJor- 
risofl* forced tin* enemy t(»send two flags of truce, 
with information that tluw surrc'iideri'd. 

At seven o’clock on tln^ morning of the 
98lh, th(‘ remainder laid dtovn tinf'r arms, viz. 
Generals Gamuse and IMainont. thn‘(‘ Colonels, 
fifteen Lieut. -('olom ls, ISl (»flic(‘rs, and 7000 
men, and delivered up thn'c |)ii‘ces of aiiillery. 
three standards, and a number oj’ baggage 
waggons. Among lhi‘s<* troops were two rtgi- 
ments of cavalry, one Saxon and oik* of lierg, 
with very good horses. 

“ On such a victory, a similar to whicli has 
scarcely hitherto hct‘ii jitaiuccl over the French, 

1 take tlie lil)crty of congratulatiiiii your Majesty, 
and of laying; all llics<! tro|)hics at your Majesty’s 
feet. The loss on our side is not great. 1 am 
to-day going to attack Napoleon at the town of 
Stoudentzi. Admiral Tchichagofl’ and Count 
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IMatotr will attack him on the other side of the 
river Ih rezina.” 

Oil the ‘iOth of November Ihioriaparte had 
qiiitti'd Orcha, intendinu^ to procec'd to Minsk, 
wlien he expected to arrive, or at least on the 
Jh‘rc‘ziinu helorc* the Hnssiaiis. hir)m Orcha to 
Horrisolf he was continually harassed on his 
riuhl Hank Iw Count Kutusfdi‘, and obliged to 
keep nil a regular d(‘fcnsive. In the course of a 
wi‘(‘k from hi^ comnu ncing this moveanent, he 
Inst m‘ar ()()()() in prisoners, and about tlu* like 
iiumlK T were destnwed by lh<‘ eu< my and tlu' 
weath.er, so that his fnn’es on tlu* i^sth, \\ hen he 
arrived at tlu' It i't hank of the IJerezina. were 
redueed to ()0,()()0, and destined to t\\pt*rience 
a series ol’ deteat. — lUionaparte eaused a bridge 
to he thrown ovc*r the riv(*r at keiiliin, fifteen 
wersts above liorrisoiJ’, and crossed immediately. 
Till* horrors of this passage* will evt r be present 

Notw iilistiuMlin^V tlu* daily repent eel scenes of distress and 
inisiry in the lui iieli army, during llieir retreat from !\los- 
eow , itie Mmperor of t lie I’reueh had lost so little of his usual 
good humour, tliat, as he. passed the Ihreziiia, in driving 
oviT a hridge wiiieh was sii]>ported by the hovlie> of his dead 
>oldii rs and liorses, and to the rigiit and left of whieh a host 
of l>('imml)t*d and drowning were crying out in the agonies of 
death, he jocosely, in passing on, called those imfortiuiate 
beings Crapaiux ^ . 


* I’oads. 



lo llu‘ moniorv of the ImviuMi army : it lasiod 
two (lays. At its (*oinnu neemeiit, which was 
in tlu' uix atcst contusion, nuiniH'rs wta-cdrowiicd ; 
hut on tin* a|)|)cai\nicc ot‘llii‘ Iiiissian army, the 
confusion aas Ixyond all iniai^ination. The 
artillery, ha<j:i;a^(' wa^uons. tlie cavalry and in- 
fantry. j)ressc(l idrward without llu' least order 
to ('ross the river. livery tiling- a|>j>eared to hi* 
lost siiiht ot’ hut tlu‘ wish to esca|)c from the 
Uiissian army : and the ci>nt\isiim cimtinued till 
the batteries ol‘ tlu* latter Ix'uan to fire on tin* 
bridge and banks of the river, v\ hich sto|)|)(‘il the 
further [)assaue of the em niy. — On a moderate 
eoin[)utali(Hj the passage of l!ie Ib re/ina <‘<)st 
the Frt'iich upwards oi* men killed, 

wotinded, di'owned, and prisoners, and a con- 
siderable bootv . 

It has l)een observed, that the escape of Huo- 
naj)arte and his guards across the Herezina, was 
favoured by Admiral 1\diicha^()tl‘havin;a’ marcht*d 
to Iiis rii;ht to Sabachevit/, instead (»f con- 
tinuing to hold the central j)oint at liorrisi)ff in 
the rear of Huonaparte, whence In* might have 
marched on any point of the riv(*r with a cor|)s 
suffici(mt to [)r(*V(mt the passage, lit* had also 
withdrawn a cor])S under (i(‘neral Chapelily, 
which had het ii ordered to guard the passage* ol 
the river as far as Hrill and Zunten on the le ft. 
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Th(^ Admiral had, lu>\\rvv‘r, Ikm'H informed by 
Kutiisoif that the army would :iTtein))t to force 
th(‘ passage on tlie right of the Admimrs line. 
l5iioiiaparte availed himself of‘ these false move- 
ments, and elfeeted the escape* ot’ a j)art of his 
army under the circumstances aln.iuN ijarrat(‘d. 

Admiral TchichagolV lost no rime, however, 
in j)ursiiing without intt‘rmissiou that part of 
the Kreiich arms which had crossed the Here- 
zina, and uained repi ated ad\ antages over the 
<‘nemy, wlio n tired hy IMt tchinichou. Molo- 
d(*tchino*, and Sniorgoui. to W’ilna, instead of 
Minsk, which was his lirst intention. 

Major-l Jeneral Lanskoy, w ho iiad l)t*(*n sent 
on tile "J()th ot‘ Novemher hv hoiirii H’ to IMet- 
chiniehou, afri*r having gone twelve miles by 

* riu' liU’Miy i'Miciialfd this I'lun at liihinij^lit, loav inij iip- 
warvl> of OIK’ limusami oftlii ir vvouucIlu aiul coiiipa- 

iiiuns hfimiti, 'v lio wt u- i'K.apabir to proci’ctl a:jy further, 
ami as part of .Molo;!oteiiimi hail Ikcu hml vva>io, the ir- 
rilaleil iiihaliiiaiitN lafustd all sliv ltor and as^i^l to these 
wretches, 'rin. cokl I*- in^ eAtrciiicly severe, ten soldiers 
lieatfd an ovi 11 with tin- rn;;i; t»f an«'id :;:vl \vl’.'’n they 

thought it i; nlly warm, they to*»L oni !!;e e -:ils ami cin- 
ders, and crepl in ; tlicy hxl, liowevt r. inisaiker: tiu* proper 
di’^ree of lemperalure, for iastend of v. ai iniiii;- tltonsclves, 
they were roa* ted, aiuI tlie ne\i inornine’ their hodies w ere 
found dreadfully lunnt, and their clothiir^- in ashes. 



rross-roads, on tin* nioniiiv^- o\' ihc foil 

upon the iulvancod-guard ot‘ the onciny at 
PletchinichoiK w liilr it was pr(‘i»arinn' (juartcrs 
for the Einp.'ror Napoh on. 'I'la* tVnits of this 
unoxju'Cted attack wcrt' th(‘ca|)tnrc of (itaicral 
KanK'jJskoy. two ( 'oloncis, two J^ii‘nl('nant-( Co- 
lonels, two Majors, ^>4 otlicrrs of ditVcn iit ranks, 
and 917 solditTs. 1 hi* advanci'd-^uard of Ad- 
miral Tchicha^ofl’, in vigorously pursuiiii; tin* 
(‘nemy to Cholinischi, took from tlicm li\ t* c an- 
nons, one colonel, six oUicaas, and al)oVi' j(){) 
prisoners. Besides an imoiisidi rahle loss ot 
imai on the side of tlu' llussians. Major-Cii iieral 
Grekow was slightly wounded by a ball in tlu* 
head. 

From the commencement of the (*amj)aign it 
was the object oi Buonaparte to resta-vi- and 
span* liis guards. tiu*reby initiating his other 
corps. — 'riiese troops were, tlu refon*, together 
with six hundred mounte d ollicers, constituting 
what Buonairarte, in his 9!Uh Bulletin, terms his 
•• Sacred S(|uadron/’ and form(‘d out of the 
remnants of corps which had biu n m arly anni- 
hilated, and out of the stall’, now destined for 
the p(*rsoiial |»rotectioii of Napoleon ; — and with 
this escort he continued his hasty flight. 

Buonaparti^ was, neverth(‘less, still pursued 
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1 >V the advaneed-i^tmi'd of Admiral Tcliicha^oft' 
and, on the d<l of Deeernher, overtaken utliuti- 
iral, and vigorously altaeked l)y Major-General 
CountOzoii/.ka. when two Saxon standards w<;re 
taken, and one eannon, and more than 1 500 pri- 
soners. ainon^' whom wc‘rc several officers, and 
one q:(‘neval. d'he troops of General Count Pla- 
to(T took a very active part in this affair. The 
advaneed-2:uard of Admiral Tehieha?off having 
approached M 'lodet' hino on the fth of Decem- 
ber, found th. orelee .lestroyeil by the enemy; 
who, having (juitted this ])!riee about midnight, 
continued his niar/li to Siuoigoii!. Major-Ge- 
neral Camnt Ozouzka contin'.ted bis })ursuit. 
took .'iOO prisonrrs. ami six : atimai ; liesides 
which, two cannon wev.- found at Molodetcliino, 
l iicutcnant-Gcncra! Saclicn cngagi tl the corps 
of tbaieral Uegni -r. forming th.e rear-guard of 
I’riiice Sehwartxenburg, and obliged the Austrian 
troops whieh were advancing to Slonim, to re- 
turn to Isabeline. in order to reinforce General 
llcgnier. This nl0^eulent induced Lieutenant- 
General Sacken to retire upon Scheremoff, in 
order to be always in the rear of the enemy, in 
case the latter should attempt to march towards 
Wihva. 

In their retreat after the passage of the Bere- 



/ina. tlio Vrt'nrh wvrr so wanton and iiniinidtait 
as to hnrn all tlio villam'son thr nvad, and tin* 
exasperated Kussian soldiers and peasants slri|)- 
ped many of their pris(mt‘rs and turi.ed tln‘m 
!oos(' without eoverinu', in a season ot* u hi(di the 
sovcTitv was (‘xtn'ine — of thesi* it (“ould not he 
expected that any ('ould siirv ive ; and. index'd, 
most of the other j>rison(‘rs taki n in tliis retreat 
perisiln^d i’nuiMvant a.iid cold. In tin* lanLoia^a* 
of a repori made t«» tl)«* lanoi ror Alexand(*r, 

juinishinent followt'd s(') (jui(‘k on these mis- 
creants. that tlu'V fell victims to the llames in 
the dv/i‘lhne;s to ^^hieh tln*y had set fire, aiifl 
were fro/(m to death in the \ery houses whi(‘h 
they had destroyed hy hreakinu* the doois and 
windov> s.’’ 

On the oth of l)!«*r!n!>rr l/uonaparte' ha<l 
reached Oschimiaiii. with nine hatlalionsof in- 

Napoleon, during- tlu retreat, \\ a» always aeeoinpauieil hy 
Ills (oianl.N. — 'riie I’leni h I’iiijm ror iieo r lost >i^ht of the 
necessary precaution to lii> own pcr>»>iial safety, I’or uotuitli- 
standing his heinj;' >ijrruun4lrd hy his faithful (oiards, he coii- 
staully roih in Mar.dial Hertliier’s carriage, lettiiii; his (nvn 
follow empty, at a eertaiu distance, under a stroiio- escort. 
The carriaj^e of tlu^ Marshal had hut an iuadei|uate escort, 
and the. hlmds were coiiNtautiv drawn up. 

After the rVeiich tmpi ror liad ijuieted the fears of uli 



i'iiiilrv iiii^l iihoiit 1 {):)() hors:*. ivhilsi tlir 

I'Venoli wfiv j)r(>i)ariii'j: (|uartt.*rs iorllic ni^liU the 


I'rciK Imicii, ulinliiul ruit joined in the cru.-ude to .Mo-eow, 
ihroiiLili ihe^jfhih Ihilletin, ami, l»y deedvin^,^ iJjciii with ta!-(i 
slatcmnit< of victories and honoifis cridiieil, I'njf.rilh'taiulinj^ 
the siifli rint^s tliey had ( iidiircd, and hy i ndcavonrin'^Mo im- 
pr(‘<s all Knroi'.e with a nio-r soverei'^n (onkajipt for the 
( ’«>>'>a(:k-, he <piitt(<l M.ilodeteliino i*or hrance, as he ritillier 
crtwliicd liiin^eir tile storic'' lie had tohl to his ^cmkI and faith- 
ful I’renchmen, nor entertaint d the same contempt for th.e 
nndiscijdined honli tif CosviK'k" wiiich he u ished others to do. 
'riu; followin^^ iiidil he remained at Oschimiani, fiincyiii': 
hiiiisell' perfectly safe from the enemy’ pnr.siiii ; however, sud- 
denly srmie < 'ossacks ^alloppcfl in full speed i hr- »ii;;h tliestrctt 
where the Ihnperor lod^e<l. — .\ap(»!e..u instantly put out all 
the lights in his room, the ( ’«*-saek> passt d t!:.- darkened 
house, aiifi broke into an adjoinin'^* (»ne, wh.ii'h slieu ed li'^hts, 
and |»!umler( d tiu same, after wliieli liiey Li’alioppud away in 
the manner they had eoine. — Thus a.e-ain \.:< uius saved him 
from tallniLf into the liands of the v\»s<aeks. 

'I'lu' iiihahitants of Wihia were kept a lon^ time iiiiiorant of 
tlie retreat of the I’rench, at least as a retreat, for that the 
army was inovinL» ii])on Sniolenzk, to tin* eaten Peter hure . 
was well known; however, uncxpeelediy the news arrived, 
that Napoleon would be at Wiliia in a few hours. — IMonsieur 
de Ih^’iior, the (Governor, did not fail to aimoimce the e.vpect- 
ed arrival of the Emperor to the town as a peculiar mark ul' 
favour, and gave orders that his master should 1>€* received 
with the usual marks of demonstration of joy. The magis- 
trates were not adorned with their robes of olTice, the colours 



Utissians I’t'i! (ipDU tlicm sword ii. hand, and cut 
ni.uiy of ihcin to pieces. — Tlu’ eiu'iny au,ain pur- 


uf thr cor|>onit ions were yet iinrnrled, when the news wa> 
bronjj^ht that the Ihinu ror, that iiininent, had j>ii->ed thrnn^h 
the >kirt> of tlje town and taken the road t<> Kf»\Mia ; every 
budy ran in>tanlly to the spot by whieli the I’anprinr \sa^ ^aid 
to liave j)assed, and in> |H‘r^on knew how to aeeount for lii^ 
sudden ajipearanee and disap])t aranee ; eonfu i'»n and tenor 
reic'ned e\ei’y win re — llie iVeneh anllmrittes however spn .el 
a report of it not having been Napoleon, hut the Dnkt oi‘ 
Vit enza; yet tins dteepiion did not hnt lon^'; for ii ai lnally 
was the .Einpt rur, aeeonipanied by an ( 'eoi t of about JiKt «»f 
the Neaj)olitcin <;nard and I lilaii**; this escort, hou ( \er. eonM 
only follow him for a few in;h> beyond W’llna. and from 
tlieneeoiily aiew of tin olliei rs n mamnl,\\ bo mon il« d pi a-ani 
sledges, a?, their liofM > were kiioeketl uj), aii'l hot >*ioiit t.j’ 
their iiiasierone after another. 

On the Hill December iht: lanperor arn\( <l on ln> flyini: 
journey from liin^ia m Stawi>ko, a Mila.:e Ik lueen Slni/.m 
and Loiniea. — He wa^ nnaeeonipanied by any ot' tlie l ar- 
1 iai^es and of eourse intent upon n mamm:^ meo;;nito. 'To 
hasten the further pr<»L;rt s> of hi> j«»urnev lu o(»t out of lii> 
earna;re, and eonde?eended to iiHjiiire after another eonv< y- 
anee ; the hystaiuleis reeo;;nistil him, and shewid the re>j»eet 
due to the Emperor, who nninterrnpted by the demonstrations 
of a>toiii?hmciit and res|H et, conlimied to har;,jain for a sled'^re 
with two horses ; after iJie bar;;aiii was made iht Eniperor 
allowed a , lew to sit near the driver as ^nide, and thus tlu 
journey was continued in full speed to Eomi^a, where 

Majesty, for the rir>t time, ehaiij'ed cloaths and linen at 
the postmasters, since his victory on the ](ere/ina. 



s\kt 1 tlioir disastrous ivtrrat ; ou the evening of 
tile fHh reached Wilna, and wiiicli they eva- 
( iiated on the 1 1 th. 

An oflict r lieloiigin^ tr> ll<»lunzoIln‘’> light cavalry, \va> 
passing near OstroU nka, with a innnher of rcinonnl horses for 
the Aii^lrian army, when snd»leiily a Kiljetke in full speed 
eann upon tlu‘ rohnnn, upon which tlie otlicer ordered the 
driv« r to hall, ti) prevent confusion, when soineh<jdy fronrtht 
\ehieU‘ in<p;ire<i the reason of the unexpected halt. — The olh- 
eer e' j»Iained ; the traveller, however, who most likely had no 
time to kj^e, wnuld not listen to explanation-, and both ]>arlies 
growing warm, -oine har-h words and threats passed: tlie 
seme iiou ever teriniuaied a- usual, the stronger party had his 
order eiil’oretd. and so the travelU r had to hall until the whole 
eohinni had j>assi'<l. — Ahout half an he»ur after, the Duke of 
Vie< iiza follow’! d and impiired if the Jhnperor Napoleon liad 
p,is-e(l l<»iig siiiee, and on the otheer asking the dserij)tion of 
the h’.inperor’s eijuipage, the Kibetke was dtserihtd to him, 
whin it was found that the I'rcneh F.mpt :*ur, whose w ill and 
j*lea-urt decides the fate of millions, had been obliged to obey 
a -ub.illern otheer: it may j>erhaps appear strange that he 
slmuM not have made himself know n in his passion, bui it oc- 
l urred to liiin most likely that even if he had done so the olh- 
eer would have doubted bis assertion, in eonseijuence of his 
umi-ual and uii-cinperor like a}ipearaiu e. 

(Ireat Chiefs and (’ominanders must know howto benefit 
by the most trilling t)ceuirenet?s — It is well known Irom the 
I'reneh rej)orts themselves, that their cavalry w as become a 
very insifrnificant part of the army ; hut notw ilhstanding this 
the Emperor would not entirely give up their use, as appears 
from the following circumstance. — Not fai from Sinolcn/k a 
Russian patrolc perceived a French vidette, w ithout the least 
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From the ])crio(l of passing the Uerezina to 
the arrival of Admiral Tchichagoff’s force at 
Wilna, that intrepid officer took l.M) pieces of 
artillery, u})\vards of 700 boxes ol cartridges and 
rammers, ami, so great a miml)er of l^aggage wag- 
gons, that the road in several places was choaked 
with them. He likewise captured two stand- 
ards, some generals, and several thousand pri- 
sonei’s. The ('iiemy’s rear-guard was attacked 
and so much cut to pieces that Ik' continued to 
fly in disorder, ami without anydelence; his 
men dropped down with faintness, ami thrown 
into despair, surrendered themselves. 'I’he 
enemy’s loss amounted to .iO.OOO men ; and the 
roads were covered with their killed and wound- 
ed, and men dying with cold. 

motion, '^riic {lalroU', tl iit tlu :if»|)< aran( r 

of lilt; vitlflU , iipjiroachcd >luw ly, when the latter he;^an all 
manner of viulfiil i^csticnlaiioa on the iior.Ht*, and on rt»inin^ 
still clo.MT, llie\id(tte jumped i tf tlie lior.-e, and maile hi.« 
escape in an adjt iniiij^ wood, the hor.-t remaining: (|uielly on 
its post; whieh was found on eh».<er evam I nation tt» hi* neai 
its end, and incapahie of piittiiip; out? le^ hi fore another ; and 
before the [latrole ri tired it e.xpired. 

The Russians had discovered a inethoil to colh cl and make 
prisoners the strai;^;Iers of the IVeneh army, w itli snrjirisinjj 
facility. — When it hecame dark they made fires at .smne dis- 
tance from the road.s ; instantly the scattered and eon';*ealed 
Frenchmen caiiu* forth from the woods and lurkinj; )daces to 
warm themselves, and were cauffht w'lth the ;^realest facility. 



Ijiifiiiiipartc. iiotwithstaiuiing the numerous 
ri(!\ aiita^cs * wliioh he has at all times com- 

l^iiniui[>arU‘ lias frreat advantages over his coleinporaries. 
fie was hroniiht uj) in the world, and in active life. Begin-* 
iiing h;.- career a> a suhalteni, his profession obliged him to 
ihiiik ; lh(‘ Inbit of thinking no donbt taught him to cal- 
eiilaie. 'file i\ \(.intion enabled him to see men of all descrip- 
1 ion- e\jMJ.->eii without disguise ; and now Emperor, he easily 
'tes through the masks of those u ho have tlie vanity or folly 
to attri:ij)l to d'.ct ivo him. This adventurer is in possession 
or::hsuiuti power, lias the means to make that power irresist- 
ible, and ba> exjH’rience at an early period of life. He is the 
patron and prott etor of all sorts of principles, professions, and 
j)n Jiidiers ; anil is himself bound by none.*’ The Military 
Org.ini/ation of France also gives him great advantages. — 
E.y llie conscript ion-laws, every male is liable to serve in the 
lowi>.l military capaeity ; there is neither legal exemption, 
nor privileged jirefennent ; and conseouently tlicre is no sub- 
ject for jealousy in the army, nor for discontent in the com- 
munity. In rpanee upwards of si\ millions of men are able 
to carry arms j of lhe^c, two millions and a lialf arc between 
I s and 2d. Any munber of the>e young nu n may be armed 
and put in motion by a parole iVordvc; for both the legisla- 
tion and sovereignly . of 1 ranee are in the stall' of the army : 
the military is the only voad to consideration and power; and 
.such is now the reputation of that profession, that, to avoid 
the contempt of the public, it is necessary cither to serve or 
to have served. These are advantages wnicli no other go-, 
virninent possesses.” Sketches of the Strength of France and 
Russia, 
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maiuled, was now placed in an i xtroine perilous 
situation, more so than any whic li ^^e hav(' 
liitlieito contemplated : — with a iietermini'd 
enemy surrounding;: him on all sides, and with 
his means of lrans|>ort. and even of defence, daily 
wasting away, oiu^only chance n'lnaiiied tor his 
pe*rsonal es(*ape, and that, though attemh il with 
pi'ril, lu' attem])ted. — On th ‘ .Uh of Decmnlx r 
he rjuitted the army, leaving thi^ chief ommand 
to Murat, the King ot* aiid iravellefl 

inco^;, in a singK* ith ind lunler liie 

name oftlu' Dukt' ot \ ii‘< .i/u • ttie 1 a\\ In 
arrived at Dresden ; and on the at Par!^. 

Mr. Hurki'. in his earliest <'ssay. v hen -e); .ik- 
ing ofSesostris. in his eAp(‘diMon to ilie( 
of tlu‘ M(‘diterran**an. er ;s a passain' \\ i)h !; i 
cannot avoid (juoting; it is truly dt se:!|): o **! 
the sanguinary ('arecr, and the inoli\(< 

wlii< h liave directed the <‘oii<luet oi’ l5non:i|* ir ; . 
— 11c Cihsia’ves, **We shall see llii^ enienh i**. 
(the oldest w(‘ have on the records oi hei(e\) 
opening the scene by a (h*strnction ot at 
one million of Ids species, unpr(»voked hut hy 
his amhition, without any motives hut pridt , 
cruelty, and madness, and without any heiient 
to himself; hut solely to make so many people, 
in so distant cotiniries, feel expcrimLiitally how 
se vere a scourge IVovidc^nce jnteiuls for the liu- 
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man raco w lini In* yivns one man the power 
over many, and arum his naturally impotent and 
IVm*, 1 ) 1 (' rai;’e with tin* hands of inillions, who 
know no coininon principle of aetion but a blind 
obedienet' to the i)assions of their ruler/^ 

On th(‘ rilli of Deecnibcr the Emperor of 
Hussia issued a proclamation, stating the neres;- 
sity of lvrei)ing up a military force adequate to 
the rircniii'^t iiT. ot‘ ila* times, — In it Ik' ob- 
served, tliai intssri luivingbeen invaded by an 
eiK iny, l(*a<!iiiL' unit;* s Ir'.nn almost every Euro- 
peaif nation, iniii bniei v)!»liged to make enor- 
nir.ns sanrifH s ; and though, l)y the aid of the 
l)i \ air Ib'ovidnina-, those armies had been en- 
iit ly {*:->i|)at(d, and their poor remains Averc 
K iia safrty H' a pr(‘ci|)itate tiiglit, yet it 1)0- 
- nnee'-sary to luaintain the ulory of the 
!; I l)\ such a military establishment as 
^ iU- iisuiv periiianeiil seeiirity. Ehe arm of 
(aiaiii was broken, but liis destructive 
-.rr;.iiutij ^liould be prevented iVom reviviiig; 
a!i:i in- power over the nations, who serve him 
( 111 of terror, taki'ii away, luissia, extt'iisive, 

I 'cli, and jiaeifie, sought no eoiKpiests, — wished 
not to dis|)ose of thrones. She (h'sired tranquil- 
lity 11)1* herself, and for all. She would not, how- 
t'ver, suflcT the wicked so to abuse her modera- 
tion, as to endanger the well-being of herself, or 



of other nations ; that painful as it was to call 
upon a loyal and alfeetionatc pnopk* lor new ex- 
ertions, yet it would Ih' still niori‘ to sei‘ 

them t'xposed to calainitit s for tiu* want of an 
adequate defence : and that the most urievons 
calamities would n'snit from the success of \\cv 
late invaders, was evident, from the enormities 
they iiad already eommiltt-d. 'I'he !*’m|)<*ror 
trusted in God ami Ifis l)iMve armies, which 
con'd he rais(‘(l to that imi)osina nnmher, wliieh 
was ahsolnt. ly n<‘e('ssarv for th" j)r<‘Servai ion ol 
what had hern |)nrehased hy so many i ihoiirs 
and sa<'rifiees, and so much Moiah Ineonse- 
quence, it w as ordered : — 

1. That there shotild 1 m‘ a a'cauTal l(w\ 
throughout the eiiqnie of ( ighi men in every 
,500. 


9. That the govrrnnu nts of J’ultowa, CluTiii- 
goft', Courlaiid, AV'ilna, CjohIiio, Minsk, Hialy- 
stok, Tariiapol, anti (Jeorgia, should l»e ox- 
ompted. 

.‘3. That Siheria shoidd liavc a separato n*gu- 
hation. 


4. That tlio Jand-ownors and citizens who had 
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turriishcd men to the militia, should be exempted 
from this levy. 

.'3. That the levy should be commenced in 
each juovernment within two weeks, and ended 
within four, from t lie publication of this order. 

I'he progri'ss of the Russian army in the pur- 
suit of the i“uemy still became every hour 
more rajiid and remarkable; — the spell was 
broken. — the name of invincible no longer 
apjiertained to tlu' brench eagles. — Every step 
the llussian Ibrces advanced was a victory, 
and distinctive to the enemy. — At this moment 
Russia exhibited an exalted aspect to the 
whole world, and on her eti’orts new life was 
given to the expiring embers of continental free- 
dom. Insfiired by a thirst of vengeance on an 
enemy who tacitly admitted that the devastation 
he had made on their properties was occasioned 
by their refusing any longer to shut their jiorts 
against llritish shipping, and to give effect to his 
lawless decrees relative to British manufactures, 
(which he siqiposes “ would be an infallible 
method offorcing England to sue for peace, upon 
conditions wdiich should annihilate her naval 
superiority,”) the Russians, when exposed to 
unavoidable wants from the rapid spirit with 
which they pursued the enemy, bore them 
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with courage, and followed up tlicir advaiitagis 
with tlic inosl dclmniiicd spirit. 

Scsslavin c'anit' u]> with a part\ of the Ircncli 
lu'ar Wiliia. and attacked them: he l<M>k six 
})it‘Ci*s oi‘ cannon and one t‘agle. — Ihniiii;* alUT- 
wards joined a detachuuait under Major-t ome- 
rr*l l/ansk( V. an attempt was nia(l(‘ to cair\ the 
town ot‘ Wilna ; hut timlim^ themselves too we ak 
for the i ueniv’s infantry, dis|)ersed ihrougliout 
the houses, they were uiidcr the necessity of 
waiting the arrival of tin* advanced-guard oi 
Tchichagotrs army. — The following day the 
enemy wen* dislodged from W’ilna. when* they 
left a great numher <d‘ <*aiiii(m, and very considt r- 
ahli* magazines. 

On the same day, Oount Witgenstein having 
sejit out se\ eral detachments ot'cavalry in pmstiit. 
one of tlicst , commanded hytlie Aiili‘-de-( am|» 
Count K utnsolf. took a corps of IJavarians pri- 
soners, consisting of 1^2hoHicers, and i lueii. 
— On tli(^ hitli of December Fichl Marshal Kn- 
tijsolf estahlisht*(l his hi-ad-cpiartcrs at Wilna. 

* (jcueral Count IMatoH*^, in jrassiug near Wilna 

* Sir Rolicrt Wilacm lia- in liis Skt-tcli (iftlie Cain- 

paigii.s of IHIK) iiml IHO? iu l\)laiuk tlu: following aiRcdotcs of 
tieiieral Piatotl.’ 
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on the 1 Itli of DcceinlxT, drove the enemy f»ack 
about five worsts, as they were defiliii'j^ in eolurnn 
by I’ogouliiinka ; and having' allowed the first 
eolurnn to pass, (with which tiie Count Orloff- 
Denisofl’ had already been en<j;aj;<-tl) lie directed 
Ma, jor-General Naehnianotf and Count Orloft to 
attack the enemy with spirit trom the right 
flank ; and 1‘rince Kasatkin llostofl'sky. with 
some regiments of hussars and dragoons, from 
the left, rile column of the enemy was divided 
into two, and entirely destroyed. Cieiieral Lau- 
/an was ma<le prisoner, ;j() officers, and upwards 
of loot) men, and they took two ji.iir of colours 
and two standards. The remainder of the enemy 
was pursued by the horse artillery to the moun- 
tains of Ponary, near which another column was 

“ All urticiT came to General PlatotV and demanded an 
iinni.vtiec bt tn eeii the advainvtl and |K i iiii.'»>ion to bury 

l lie dead w liich remained on llie [daiii at Zee hern : (General 
PhUoll* answered, that, ‘ tlie weatlier Vieinp; cold, there was 
no danger of hieon\ enienee from their want of interment, 
and tliat he should •jive himself no ihou^dit about their obse- 
quies, hut he warned otf in future all such fiTvolou.s messen- 
gers, unless they widicd to nierease the iiuinoer of the iiii- 
huried.* At Tilsit, when the Preiieli (Tcnerals sent to request 
leave to present their compliments to him in person, he 
answered, “ There inii’hl be peace between his sovereign and 
Huonajiartc, but no civilities between him and them and 
he ordered his sentries to admit no French whatsoever in 


their circle.’^ 
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nearly destrovi il l)y the sahre and hayonot ; 
pieces of ('aiinoii, as many tuiii!)rils, with their 
train (*oinj)leli', fell into tin* hands ol‘ llu* Unssians 
near this spot. 

On t!u' 1 ilh ot' l)i’ceinl>cr, General Count 
PlatotV, in full pursuit of the enmny, arrived at 
leii o’clock in the luornin^ at Kowno, and tlu' 
enemy, unitiiuj: witli the troops in th(* town, 
which was surrounded hy entri'iiehnK'nts, ha\ inn- 
redoubts upon its heinflits, inaintain(‘(l and de- 
fended himself with obstinacw, oiaaiiim Jit the 
same time a very eonsidt'rablr fire. The ean- 
nonade continued on IxUli sides till dark. In 
the iii(‘antime, (.'ouiit INaiolV ordi red his rec>i- 
menls of Don Cossacks to pass tin* Niemen 
upon the iee. t<» meinu'e tin- ( in iny n])on the 
left bank of the river, and to tbret* him riilu i to 
abandon tin* town as rjui.-k as ])Ossible, or to sur- 
render. Towards iiiixht, two eolumns, one after 
the other, made a sortie* from the town, but ihry 
had hardly passed the river, when tlu* Cossacks 
vigorously attacked th(*m with their pike‘S, and 
dispersed them, leaving a consi(U‘ral>l(* iiiirnh(*r 
of killed on the spot. One party of them fh‘d 
along the river towards Tilsit, anolhe‘r took the 
road Wiikowiski, being pursued by the ilifc of 
the {'ossacks. — SevcTal officers ol rank wen* 
amongst the killed, and two standards were taken. 
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At the capture of lv(i\vna were made prisoners, 
SO staff and other officers, and al»ove oOO jtri- 
vutes, without reckoning the itivalids that were 
found in the liospitals. During the pursuit of 
tlie enemy for three days, and upon his defeat 
on the' Niemen, oOOO wi-re made prisoners, 
amongst M hom were two coloru-ls, and above 
1()() staff anil other officers ; and 21 pieces of 
cannon were taken. Even in this town were 
found 77!) artillery tumbrils complete, atid with 
all tlieir amiiii'.nition : ami in the magazines 
dOOO tschetwert of rye and corn. 

On the 22.1 of Div’ember tile Emperor of 
Russia arrived at Vfilna*, whiclt. from its cen- 

Tiu’ Earl of Tvreomu !, a yoiinq^ uobl.'iiian of very dls- 
talent.'^, and Aidc-do-^ ’iiiiij) to iiN iitiyal lli:;lincs< 
tlh* Duke of York, and a Caj>tiU!i in the E-i Foot Guard.^ who 
had aceoiiipanifd lanxl C'arhcari io RusNia, du d al Wilna on 
the “iOih of Dee. ISW. — lli.N Lord>hi|> ser\ed with the army 
iinder Admiral TchitliagoU’, and hi> Zealand desire to sec 
every traii'.aeticMi of that army i<'d him to expose himself to 
cold and fauoiie heyond his .'tren^Xch, especially during the 
pursuit of the rrench from the Berezina lo Wilna. It ap- 
pears that a pulmonic com[)laint had already made a conside- 
rable progress, and these exertions brought on the fatal etiects 
of that disease willi great rapidity, fic first stated himself to 
he ill on the 1 lilt of December, the day of Ins arrival at Wilna, 
wliere lie expired on the 20th December. His Lcrddiip had 
the best medical assistance, with every care and attention that 
could he procured. Field-Marshal Prince Kutusoft’ Smolenzk 
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tral situation, was adinirahly adapted for liis Im- 
perial Maji'sty to <lire(‘t the moveiiuaits of the 
didereiil armies, a<‘(‘ordini: as political evtaits 
mit^’ht K^quirt'. 


The tdllowiir^ is a statenn nt of tin* eapturrs 
made' hy rh(‘ llussiaiis up totlu’?()th ol’ Der. — 
{ ]) to th(' ‘^>()th of Deceinhcr wen* taken 
(.■en(*rals, poo oHieca's ; 1 l.J.OOO noii-eoininis- 

sioiit'd ortieiM's and soldiers, 7 td pieeos of (‘an non. 
Troiii the ^Otli to the "J.*)th ot‘ DeeeiniMM* one 
General, 1 M) odiciMs, P7 > t n( m-(*ommissionrd 
oftietM’s and soldiers. Ids pieets of cannon. 
Besides thest* wt‘i\* tak^ n at W'ilna. 7 (ienerals, 
otfieers, 1 IJod non-(’ominission(‘d oHieers 
and soldiers, *^^17 pieces ol* (*annon. — d'otal a 1 

or^ltTol ail military hoji.nii> to l»c paid lu his ?*< iiiiiin-, and 
dircclol a moijumciit to 1 m < r( rttd m tlir flmn'h »>r ihr it - 
Idniiol l.onl ( atlican ol»M r\( d on tlu^ fiohlinian’- 

death, that, “ it w as hut to the iiK inory <d la»nl I'x r- 

eoiiiK 1 to say, thi t in i\tTy situation in wlnrh he had h» t n 
j>lai*oi >in(:e he w a - 1 iiijdoyt d iin<lrr hi> t inha»y, herondiK tt d 
himseir with the zeal and propriety, and j^aiind llie 

esteem ol’ every body whom lie was known m Swedt n 
and I»us>ia/’ lli> last h tiers to his Iriends wire dated liie day 
hel’ore his death, and they were- lull <if expressions of exulta- 
tion at tin overthrow ol'lhe I n-iieh army. Aceordmi^ to his 
Lordship's estimaK , iVom the instant that the IVciich left Smo- 
lensk, tin avera;;e oi’huiJian beings iuund frozen to death on 
the n*ads, was IjOO daily. 
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(jcncniis, iyf)S offUuTs, Ui7,^10 non-cotnmis- 
sioiv'd ofticc-rs and soldiers, 1131 jtieri's of 
<'aiinon. 


List of rrencli Generals taken up to this 
period. 

St. Cjenies, General of Brigade ; Ferriefe. 
Chief of the Neapolitan Statf; Bonami, General 
of Briiiiide ; Ahneiras, General of Division ; 
Burta, General of Brigade ; Meriage. ditto ; 
Klinael, ditto; Jh’eussiii'r, tiitto ; Camus, ditto ; 
Billiard, ditto ; I’artouo. General of Division; 
Drhtre, Chii'fof the Staff; Tysskiewiez, General 
of Brigade; Wasileflski ; Angereaii, (ieiieral of 
Brigade; Kaminsky, ditto ; L’Enlantin. ditto; 
D’Orsan, ditto ; Sanson; I'elletier, General of 
Division; Freir Pego, General of Brigade; 
Matnszewiez, General of Artillery; Konopka, 
(ii'neral of Brigade ; Eliscr; Blannnont, General 
of Brigade ; Cordelier, ditto ; Pouget, ditto ; 
Prowbask, ditto ; Gauthrise, ditto ; Dziwa- 
nowski, ditto; Lefevre,ditto; Zajonezoll, General 
of Division; Guillauine, ditto; Wrede, ditto; 
Seran, ditto; Vivier, ditto; Gussaint, ditto; 
Norniond, ditto; Vonouski, ditto; Boeder, ditto; 
Troussaint, ditto; Valenciu, ditto; liorstell. 

• litto. 
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The scattered remnants of Bnoiiaparto’s forces 
were unreinittinuly pursued by the Russians : 
tlietbrim'r had now passed the Prussian iVoiitier, 
and thi* latl«‘r <'on!inue(l to liarass tlu ir re- 
tr(*at and cut oil iheir snp|>lies. Tin* exireiin* 
si'verity of the wc‘atliei\ and the destructive re- 
treat which the ( iieiny had (’onstantlv inach', 

A proof how the hor>i -tlv'h dii l \\ :\- in ilu I r<ui li 

army i>, liiat llu* jaoplf lu tlu* I .lojurnr'^ •»un 

liou-iflinl'l <lul not (lc*j»iM* that fart*. Afnr tlii talvi!ii; nf 
Via>ina, t!ic ('arca>t* a hor^e ua^ foiiml in t-vu ry 
uhiclihad u rilUn t*ii it with rlialk “ dc i' Emptwur.'* 

It is well known what eare and »;ood tn alnirnt thr l it in h 
■soldier t\jieet> to r< ecivt* whe n lu* eosne- in’«» tjoarti al’n r 
a march; >o iinich that tlity oft* n demand th lii*acir^ I’nm 
Ifjc Polish j)ea>ant : ihcntnat from !\I(»cow, h"Wt\tr. which 
a<ttjm>lud so nnich ail Pnroju , atlN ciian^ntl tin appetite 
• •f the I’reneh soUlu ry, a.^w ill apj.M ar in lh»- fullownc^ lu'cnr- 
rcnCf in the town of 'rhaknii tchm!*, w!u rc tin w ife of a pro- 
fessor w as ^tanfimi; at a w .luiow an»l makm;; oh-t ”\ at e upon 
tile dcplorahle apjuarance of the Punch (iuanU, a, liny 
passed hy, when suddenly -evi ral oliidTs ran into her 1*00111 
toward.^ the fire to warm themselvt:>. In llie imdiile of tlu 
room stood a kettle with nu lled tallow , wineli tlu* ollicers no 
bCKMier peu.eived, than they iphlled their posts at tlu* stove, 
arid hasten«;d to the keltle, sw allowing; \\ith ;;ival avidity the 
melted tallow, which they took, in lar;;e fpiantilies, out of 
the kettle. When they had satisfied their hunj^cr, the lady 
of the house expressed her jjreat hu^pri^<^ at the laUe appetite 
whicil they displayed ; to which the oflicer replieil, “ that 
after the fare they had met with since hi inif at .Moscow, their 
ktomaebs did not turn at any thini^, and that after havin|; 
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drove man}' of the French soldiers to acts of 
desperation. Manv threw away tlieir arms and 

lived for some time on nearly putriil llo^^L-^ledl, melted tallow 
was a threat treat to tlieir palates/^ 

I'roni the iiK'ira.'e of every tni.sery that could po.ssihIy attend 
an army, the rrench had arrived at what the ancients termed 
the '^nldt ri a^e, lor in regard to the several gradations of rank, 
at otlhr limes ."o >trictly adhered to hy the inilitai y, it had so* 
Mitiivly ceased, that as to dres.'*, mode of living, and due 
n ipeet, not the least diflert'nee exi>ted hetween the soldier 
and the ullicer ; and in regard to money, that article had so 
<‘nin|)let< ly lo>t its value, lliat ii(>thing rmild be purchased 
with it, and lu w ho had I li.N pockets wtll .sn|»pht(l withNa])o- 
leuiis, was by iiu means rieber than he w ho was not possessed 
of a single ptnny. Bread was ]Mirehased w ith tobacco, spirits, 
pieces of fur, is.e. and the period v. hen money might again 
lie of service or value appeaiad to be s<» distant, that hut few 
of the most able and bodily-strong snecnliited on surli sCLon- 
dary and trifling conccrnsasgold and silver, d'liespirit and pruc- 
lice of exchanging w ere become so habitual that on the marcli 
• -f till (*raiid Arm^ through the .ser ial Polish towns and vil- 
lage-^, where the Jews had a.-Ncini)ied aial lined the streets on 
both sides, to see the cuiunins pass, tlic (biards used to take 
the w arm fur caps quietly from off the heads of the Jew s, in 
passing, replace them w ith their ow n fme and elegant regi- 
mental ca])s, and march on w ithout uttering a syllable : the 
Jew s returning home w ith their cold head-dress to their warm 
room*^, frightened tlfeir wives and children hy their martial 
aj)|>earance. 

In Smolenzk, where the first, and something like a regular 
distribution of provision w'as made, the most sanguinary con- 
tests were fought at every magazine. An officer had the good 



ba^ija^o; the c:reati'r ))art liad ncithc.' boots or 
any covering tt> their t'eel ; those wiio could ob- 

1'ortiim* to obtain a Iar|:if clnot*, aiui was inovinp; ofV as fast 
as })ossibK* to liis i|narlt rs, wlit ii some Miltlit is met liim, anti 
wanted to lake the eluTsc from him : lie, liowever, rtsisted 
vi^^orously, and as tbe ntMse bet'ame i;n*aier, nnn*e soldiers ar- 
rived on the s]>et. The tdlieer was knt»ekt tl tlown ; nexerthc- 
less he continin d to keep hold of tin* t heese witli his hands 
•aifd teeth : the soldiers drew their sabres — death appeared be- 
fore the officer's eyes, hut still he held fast his irea>int : tlir 
soldiers, however, had iit> intent itai ol‘ nuirdtr, hnt only 
Used llieir sabres to divide, as tpiiek as possible, the elitrse 
on the officer’s body, and every one of tin in went off with a 
^ttod piece, and left only a hit of ernst to the officer. 

'fhe total dissolution f»f diseiplim in the Trench army can 
easily he imai^'ined, if we consider that order and regularity 
had been greatly neglected long before the army Inul passed 
the Russian frontiers. At Lain nherg, in East Trns>ia, an 
order was issued to all (’ommanding* < )llic|vs f>f corjis, to lakt 
away, and drive cm u ith them all eallle lu ar their (‘antoinnents, 
and what they met i>n the lini' »if mareh. After sneh an order 
no bounds were to be exjiected from the soldiers taking what 
came in their way, and marauding ami plundering were tin 
orders of the clay : hnt after they had passed the Nieinen they 
became still more disorderly. At Wilna, where the Trench 
head-i|uarters were, complaints arrived from all ])arts; and 
U) put an end to this disgraceful conduct, .some of tin* .strag- 
glers were stnd, hut this not haxing tin* desired eflcct, some 
moveable cijlimms W'crc formed, and sent in all directions to 
take the marauders, ami the ex<*cutions, w'hiidi in the begin- 
ning were attended with some ceremony, became now so fre- 
quc:nt, that the deliinpients, without the least notice or 
l^ixmoiiy, were shot as they were taken, but all the shooting 
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tain blankets, wrapped themselves therein, and 
protected their feet with old hats ; some covered 
tin mselves with sacks, mats, and skins of animals, 
and the d(‘ad and dying were stripped to obtain 
coverings from the cold. In many parts the 
roads were rendered impassable from the heaps 
of dt'ad and dying; the ground on which they 
bivoiiiiced during the night, resembled, on tbe 
ensuing morn, a field of battle. 

'I'he subjoined proclamations were at this 
period issued, and merit attention. 

DECLARATION. 

‘‘ At tlio moiiient of iny ordering the armies, under my 
command, to pass the Prussian frontier, the Emperor, 
inv master, directs me to declare, that this step is to be 
considered in no other light than as the inevitable conse- 
i[uence of the military operations. 

Faithful to the principles which have actuated his 
coiuluct at all times, his Imperial Majesty is guided by 
no view of coiupiest. The sentiments of moderation which 
have ever characterised his policy are still the same, after 
the decisive successes with which Divine Providence has 
blessed his legitimate eftbrts. Peace and independence 

had MO efteet, ainl at last, on account of the immense number 
eontined, they were obliged to ^cnd them in large IransporU 
to the galleys, to prevent the liberate*! Poles witnessing the 
«iC'enes of such disorgaui/atioii. 

VOL. I. O 



shall be their result. The^' his Majesty offers, together 
with his assistance, to every people, who, being at pre- 
sent obliged t(j oppose him, shall abandon the cause of 
Napoleon in order to follow that of their real interest. I 
invite them to take advantage of the fortunate opening 
which the Russian armies have produced, and to unite 
themselves with them in the pursuit of an enemy whose 
precipitate flight has discovered its loss of power. It is to 
Prussia in particular to which this invitation is addressed. 
It is the intention of his Imperial Majesty to put an end 
to the calamities by which she is oppressed, to demon- 
strate to her king the* friendship which he preserves for 
him, and to restore to the Monarchy of Frederiek its eclat 
and its extent. He hopes that his Prussian Majesty, ani- 
mated by sentiments which this frank declaration ought 
to produce, will, under such circumstances, take that 
part alone, which the wishes of his people, and the inte- 
rest of his States, demand. Under this conviction, the 
Emperor, my master, has sent me the most positive 
orders to avoid every thing that could betray a spirit of 
hostility between the two powers, and to endca\our, 
within the Prussian provinces, to soften, as far as a state 
of war will permit, the evils which for a short time must 
result from their occupation, 

(Signed) 

The Marshal Coramandcr-in-Chief of the Arniios, 


f‘ PRINCE KUTUSOFF SMOLENZK.” 
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PROCLAMATION. 

“ When the Emperor of all the Russias was compelled 
by a war of aggression, to take arms f.:)r the defence of 
his States, his Imperial Majesty, from the accuracy of 
his combinations, w'as enabled to form an estimate of the 
important results which that war might produce witji 
respect to the independence of Europe. The most 
heroic constancy, the greatest sacrifices, have led to a 
<eries id' triumphs; and when the Commmuler-in-Chief, 
Prince Kntusofi\Sniolenzk, led his victorious troops be- 
yond the Niemen, tlie same principles still continued to 
animate the Sovereign. At no period has Russia been 
accustomed to practise that art, (too much resorted to in 
modern w’ars,) of exaggerating, by false statements, the 
success of her arms. But with whatever modesty her 
details might now be penned, they would appear in- 
credible. Ocular witnesses are necessary to prove the 
facts to France, to Germany, and to Italy, before the slow 
progress of truth will fill those countries with mourning 
and consternation. Indeed, it is difficult to conceive 
that in a campaign of only four months* duration, 130,000 
prisoners should have been taken from the enemy, besides 
000 pieces of cannon, 40 stand of colours, and all the 
waggon train and baggage of the army. A list of the 
names of all the Generals taken is hereunto annexed. It 
will be easy to form an estimate from that list of the num- 
ber of superior and subaltern officers taken. It is suffi- 
cient to say, that out of 300,000 men, (exclusive of 
Austrians,) who penetrated into tJie lieai t of Russia, not 
30,000 of them, even if they should be favoured by for- 



tune, will over revisit their country. IT.o manner in 
which the Emperor Napoleon ropassed the Russian 
frontier can assuredly he no longer a secret to Europe. 
So much glory, and so many advantages, cannot, however, 
change tlie personal (lis{>ositions of his Majesty the lini- 
peror of all the Russias. The grand principles of the in- 
dependence of Europe have always formed the basis of 
hi>' }X)Iicy ; fur tliat j)olicv is fixed in his heart. It is 
beneath his character to permit any endeavours to be 
made to induce the people to resist the oppression and to 
throw off the yoke which has weighed them down for 
twenty years. It is their government whose eyes ought 
to he opened by the actual situation of France. Ages 
may elapse before an opportunity equally favourable 
again presents itself ; and it would 1)C an abuse of the 
goodness of Providence not to take advantage of this 
crisis to reconstruct the great work of the equilibrium of 
Europe, and thereby to insure j)ublic tranquillity and 
individual happiness.*' 

The Order of the Day issued by the Marshal 
(jcneral Kutusoff Smolenzk to the troops from 
Wilna, on the 2d of January, is alike deserving 
of notice. 

Brave and victorious troops ! you are at last upon the 
frontier of the empire. Each of you have been the pre- 
server of the country : Russia has bestowed upon you this 
title. The rapid pursuit of the enemy, and the extraor- 
dinary difficulties that you have supported in this cam- 
paign, astonish all nations, and have acvjuired' for you 
immortal glory. Such brilliant victories are without 
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example. During two whole months your hand has 
daily punished the inisereants. The road that they have 
pursued is strewed with dead bodies. Their Chief, in 
his flight, sought for his personal safety alone. Death 
has raged in their ranks : thousands ftdl together and pe- 
rished. Thus has the wrath of the Almighty burst over 
them, and thus hath He protected his people. 

Not resting ourselves in the midst of our heroic aetjons 
— we must still proceed farther: we must pass our fron- 
tiers, and endeavour to accomplish llic defeat of the ene- 
my in the face of tlieir allies. But we will not follow 
the example of their rage and frenzy, wliich disgrace the 
soldier. They have burnt our habitations — have riolated 
our sanctuaries ! but you have beheld in what manner 
the arm of the Almighty has punished their impiety. — 
Let us be liberal, and make a distinction between the 
enemy and the peaceable inhabitants ! Justice and cle- 
mency towards the latter will manifest most certainly, 
that we do not seek to enslave them, nor aspire to a vain 
glory ; but that our object is to free from misery and de- 
struction even those who have taken arms against Russia. 
The constant desire of His Majesty tlie Emperor is, that 
the tranquillity of the inhabitants be not disturbed, and 
that their property remain in perfect safety. At the same 
time that he makes known this his sacred desire, he firmly 
relies that each soldier will pay the utmost attention 
thereto, and that not one of them will dare to forget it ; 
and I call upon the Commanders of Corps and Divisions, 
in the name of His Imperial Majesty, in order that they 
may strictly adhere to this instruction. 


At Wilna, on the 6th of January, the Emperor 
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Alexander issued the annexed most just and ani- 
mating proclamation — a proclamation which 
cannot fail in creating at all times a spirit of in- 
terest and universal admiration. 


God and all the world are witnesses with what ob- 
jects the enemy entered our dear country. Nothing 
C9uld avert his malevolent and oljstinatc intentions. — 
Proudly calculating on his own force, and on those which 
he had embodied against us from all the European pow- 
ers, and hurried on by desire of conquest and thirst for 
blood, he hastened to penetrate even into the bosom of 
our great empire, to spread amongst us the horrors and 
all the misery of a war of devastation, and to come upon 
us by surprise, but for which he had long been preparing. 
Having foreseen, by former jiroofsof bis unmeasured am- 
bition and the violence of his proceedings, what 1)itter 
sufferings he was about to inflict upon us, and seeing him 
already pass our frontiers witi; a fury which nothing could 
arrest, wc have been compelled, though witli a sorrowful 
and w’ounded herut in invoking tlie aid of God, to draw 
the sword, and to promise to our empire that wc would 
not return it to the scabbard so long as a single enemy 
remained in arms in our territory. We fixed firmly in 
our hearts this determination, relying on the valour of the 
people whom God has confided to us ; and wc have not 
been deceived. Wliat proofs of courage, of bravery, of 
piety, of patience, and of fortitude has not Russia shewn ? 
The enemy, who penetrated into her bosom with all his 
clmracteristic ferocity and rage, has not been able to 
draw from her a single sigh by the severe wounds he has 
inflicted. 
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It would seem that with the blood which flowed^ her 
spirit of bravery increased ; that the burning villages ani- 
mated her patriotism, and the destruction and profanation 
of the temples of God strengthened her faith, and nou- 
rished in her tlie sentiment of implacable revenge. The 
army, the nobility, the gentry, the clergy; the merchants, 
the people, in a word, all classes, all estates of the em- 
pire, neither sparing their property or their lives, have 
breathed the same spirit— a spirit of courage and of piety, 
a love equally ardent for their God and for their cpuntiy. 
This unanimity, this universal zeal, have produced effects 
hardly credible, such as have scarcely existed in any age. 
Let us contemplate the enormous force collected from 
twenty kingdoms and nations, united under the same 
standard, by an amliitious and atrocious enemy, flushed 
with success, which entered our country ; half a million 
of soldiers, infantry and cavalr}', accompanied by fifteen 
hundred pieces of cannon. With forces so powerful, he 
pierces into the heart of Russia, extends himself, and 
begins to spread fire and devastation. Bubsix months 
have scarcely elapsed since he passed our frontiers, and 
what has become of him ? Let us here cite the words 
of the holy Psalmist — 

I myself have seen the ungodly in great power, and 
flourishing like a green bay tree.” 

I went by, and lo, he tvas gone : I sought him, but 
his place could no where be found,” 


Psalm xxxvii. v. 36, 37* 
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This sublime sentence is accomplished in r.ll its force 
on our arrogant and impious enemy. Where are his ar- 
mies, like a mass of black clouds which the wind 1ms 
drawn together ? They are dispersed as rain. A great 
part whetting the eartli with their blood, cover the fields 
of the Governments of Moseow, Kaluga, Smolenzk, 
White Russia, and Lithuania. Another part, etpially 
great, has been taken in the frequent battles, with 
many Generals and Commanders. In fine, after nume- 
rous bloody combats, in the end whole regiments, im- 
ploring the magnanimity of their conquerors, have laid 
down their arms before them. The rest, com])()sing a 
number equally great, pursued in their precipitate flight 
by our victorious troops, overtaken by cold and hunger, 
have strewed the road from Moscow to the frontiers of 
Russia with carcasses, cannons, waggons, and baggage; 
so that, of those numerous forces, a very inconsiderable 
part of the soldiers, exhausted and without arms, can, 
with difficulty, and almost lifeless, return to their coun- 
try, to serve as a terrible example to their countrymen ol 
the dreadful sufferings which must overtake tliosc rash 
men, who dare to carry their hostile designs into the bo- 
som of powerful Russia. 

To-day wx inform our well-hclovcd and faithful sub- 
jects, with a lively joy and grateful acknowledgments 
towards God, that the reality has surpassed even our 
hopes ; and that what wc announced at the commence- 
ment of this war, is acconijdislied beyond all measure : 
there is no longer a single enemy on tlic face of our ter- 
ritory, or, rather, there they all remain; but in w'hat 
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State? — (lead, wounded, and prisoners. Even their 
proud Chief himself has with the utmost difficulty 
escaped, witli his principal officers, leaving his army dis- 
persed, and aliandoiiing his cannon, of whicli there are 
more than 1000 pieces, exclusive of those buried or 
thrown Into the water, which have been recovered, and 
are now in our hands. Tlie scene of the destruction of 
his armies surpasses all belief. One almost imagines 
that our eyes deceive us. Who has been able to effect 
this? Without derogating from the merited glory of the 
Commander-in-Chief of our armies, this distinguished 
Cjeneral, who has rendered to his country services for 
ever memorable, and without detracting from the merits 
of other valiant and able commanders, who have distin- 
guished themselves by their zeal and ardour, nor from 
the general bravery of their troops, we must confess that 
what th(*y have accomplished surpasses all human power. 
Acknowledge, then. Divine Providence in this wonderful 
event. us prostrate ourselves before his sacred 

throne, and evidently seeing his hand cliastising pride 
and Impiety, instead of boasting and glorying in our vic- 
tories, learn from this great and terrible example to be 
modest and peaceable executors of his law and his will ; 
to resemble not those impious profanators of the temples 
of God, whose carcasses, without luimher, now serve as 
food for dogs and crows. God is mighty in his kindness 
and in his anger. Let us he guided by the justice of our 
actions, and the purity of our sentiments, as the only 
path which leads to him. Let us ]>roeeed to the temple 
of his sanctity, and there, crowned with his hand, thank 
him for the benefits which he has hestovud upon us; ad- 
dressing to him our ardent supplications, that ho will ex- 
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tend tu us his favour, and put an end to the war; 
granting us victory on victory, and the wished-for peace 
and tranquillity. 

On the same day the Emperor issued a second 
proclamation, announcing his intention to erect 
in the capital of his empire, a church dedicated 
to Jesus Christ, in eternal remembrance of the 
unexampled zeal, of the fidelity, patriotism, and 
love for religion, by which the Russian nation 
distinguished itself in the time of calamity, and 
to witness his gratitude towards Divine Provi^ 
dence for preserving his empire from the ruin 
which menaced her. 

The Emperor remained sixteen or seventeen 
days at Wilna, where his Imperial Majesty- 
issued many regulations and decrees for the 
restoration of ordfT in various provinces which 
had sufiered, and tor prevention of disease from 
the infection of prisoners, and from the number 
of dead bodies and quantity of carrion still above 
ground. In the neighbourhood of Wilna, sixteen 
thousand cor])scs* were piled up in heaps, for 
the purpose of being consumed by fire, when 

* In conformity to directions issued by the Kiissian 
government, for the complete destruction of the dead bodies 
of men and horses belonging to the enemy, which fell in battle, 
or perishtfd from the cold, and had not been committed to 
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sufficient wood could be procured ; . numbers 
were uncollected in the roads and villages ; and 
the mortality in the hospitals at Wilna was for 
a time very great. The Emperor repeatedly 
visited all the hospitals. From Wilna the pur- 
suit was carried on in separate routes upon 
Kowna by General Witgenstein and the dis- 
tinguished Hetman Platoff, but the former hav-^ 

tlic earth, the following reports were transmitted by the 
governors of dilitTent provinces : — 

In the government of Minsk up to the end of January,. 
18,797 dead bodies of men, and 2740 of hor^e^ bad been 
burned ; and there still remainctl to be burned, of the former, 
JO, 106, and of the latter 27,->10, the greater part of which 
were found on the banks of the Berezina. In the govern- 
ment of Moscow, up to the 15th of February, 49,754 dead 
bodie.*i of men, and 27,849 horses, had l)een burnt, besides 
a iiiniiber of others tliat were buried. In the government of 
Suiolenzk, up to the 2d c»f March, 7 1,7 >3 dead bodies of men, 
and 51,430 of horst'^i, had been committed to the In 

the government of Wilna, up to the 5th of March, 72,202 
dead bodies of men, and 9407 of horses, had been put under 
ground. In tiie goveniment of Kaluga, up to tiie 11th of 
March, 10l7 hviii'.an corpses, and 4384 dead horses, bad 
been burnt. The .sum of the whole w'as 213,516 human 
corpses, and 95,816 cb ad horses, exclusive of many other- 
cither burned or burierl, f w Inch no account was taken. The 
strictest measures have been taken for destroying, before the 
approach of spring, the dead burl iea that may be found in 
the rivers or w’oods. 

“ April 1813.'^ 
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ing taken, and destroyed many of the enemy in 
his line of march, he proceeded to the Niemcn, 
and to Younhouro:. 


Marshal Macdonald, in his retreat from Riga*, 
was pursued by the Martpiis Raulucri, who 
divided his force into two columns, the one 
marching from Mittau on the 92d of December, 

* This flourishing' and important town, capital of fht 
government of Livonia, and next to St. IVler.sburg in rank 
as a commercial city, deserve.^ a distinguished place among 
the cities of Europe, 'fhe trade is chiefly carried on by fo- 
reign merchants, who are resident lierc, and great encou- 
ragement is given to strangers to settle among them, the pe o- 
ple being public-sjhriteil and lil»eral; the English have a fac- 
tory here, and enjoy the greatest proporli<ui of tlic eomnu ree. 
The principal exports are corn, hcinj), flax, iron, tiinlur, 
masts, leatlicr, and tallow. 

It is well .situated, being five milt s from the mouth of the 
Dwina: on the gulf of Livonia, it has the conve nience of a 
floating bridge, formed of wotal, wliieli is removed at the a|)- 
proach of winter, and replaced when the iee disajvpears — it 
has a draw-bridge to admit the passage of shi|).s, and from it 
are seen several beautiful little islands. It has a well-built 
town hull and exchange, also an imperial palace. The whole 
of.the population of this city, eompri.sing those within the 
fijrtification.'!, the suburbs, and the garrison, is computed at 
t>7,0()0. 



by Frauenberg toward the coast ; the other by 
Griinhoff, more inland ; they both, however, 
united at Polangen, and from thence proceeded 
on the 27th to Memel, which they occupied, 
making the garrison prisoners, and getting pos- 
session of the magazines, &c. Count Witgen- 
stein’s armv advanced along the course of the 
Xi(!men towards Tilsit, in the neighbourhood cds 
which place a detachment under Colonel Tetten- 
borne had a slight affair on the 2Sth of De- 
cember. 

On the 30th, Count Witgenstein having 
entirely cut off Macdonald from D’York, 
the latter signed the following convention, bv 
which he agreed to remain neutral with the 
troops under his command, consisting of thirty 
battalions of infantry, and six squadrons of 
cavalry, with thirty pieces of artillery. The 
terms granted to the i*ru.ssians were extremely 
liberal. A detached corps, under General Mas- 
senbach, was included, in the event that orders 
could reach him : these orders were in time, and 
with the addition of the corps in question, the 
Prussian troops included • in the convention, 
amounted to 1 3,000 inen. Marshal Macdonald, 
however, availed himself successfully of strata- 
gem, and, while treating for conference, had 
made progress in removing the remainder of his 
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force ill the direction of Labiau. He was closely 
pursued during the night from the '1st to the 9d 
of January, and lost six hundred prisoners ; but 
reports being received of a French corps in force 

at Wehlaw. it became necessary to direct the 

' •/ 

attention of the principal part of the pursuers to 
an attack upon that post. 


CONVENTION. 

Art. 1. The Prussian corps sliall occupy in the interior 
of the Prussian territory, the line along tlie frontier from 
Memel and Munnerstadt to the road from Woinccta to 
Tilsit ; from Tilsit the road which passes through Sclicl- 
lapischkeu and Melankeu to Lahiaw, comprehending the 
towns which it touches, shall determine the extent of tlic 
country which the Prussian corps is to occupy. This ter- 
ritory shall be bounded on one side by the Curischad', so 
that all this extent shall be considered as perfectly neutral 
as soon as the Prussian troops shall have occupied it. 

It is well understood that the Russian troops arc to be 
allowed to pass and repass upon the great road (routes) 
prescribed, but they shall not take up tlicir quarters in 
the towns of this arrondissement. 

Art. 2. The Prussian troops sliall remain in perfect 
neutrality in the arrondissement designated by Art. 1, till 
the arrival of orders from his Majesty the King of Prus- 
sia; but they engage in the event of his Majesty ordering 
them to rejoin the Imperial French troops, not to fight 
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against the Russian armies for two months from the 
present day. 

Art. 8. In the event of his Majesty the King of Prussia, 
or of liis Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, refusing 
to ratify the present convention, the Prussian corps shall 
be at liberty to march wherever the King shall call it. 

Art. 4. All stragglers shall be given up to the Prussian,^^ 
corps which shall be found on the great Mittau road, and 
likew’ise every thing which forms part of the material of 
the army. In respect to the provisions and train of the 
said corps, and every thing belonging to it, they shall pass 
without obstacle, past the Russian armies, to rejoin from 
Koningsberg, or farther, the Prussian corps d'armee. 

Art. ,5. In the event of Lieutenant-General D' York's 
orders being still able to reach Lieutenant-General Mas- 
senbach, the troops which are under the command of the 
latter shall be comprehended in the present convention. 

Art. 6*. All the prisoners which the Russians, com- 
manded by Major-Gen.' Deibitsch, shall make from the 
troops under the orders of General de Massenbach, shall 
likewise be comprehended in this convention. 

Art. 7- The Prussian corps shall retain the power of 
concerting about every thing w^hicK relates to its pro- 
visioning, with the provincial Regencies of Prussia, not 
even excepting those provinces which may be occupied by 
the Russian arms. 
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On the same day that Oeneral D’ York con- 
cluded this convention, he nddicssod a letter to 
the Duke ot’Tarentuin, in which, after acquaint- 
ing him with tlic objects of the measure, he 
observes, “ Whatever be the judgment that the 
world may pass on my conduct, I shall be very 
indiflerent to it. Duty towards my troops, and 
,the most mature deliberation, dictated it — the 
most pure motives, whatever appearances may 
be, guided me.” 

Macdonald, left with more than .0000 men, 
now attempted to effect a speedy junction with 
some of the troops from Koningsberg, who with 
that view' came out to meet him, but were com- 
pelled to fall back by General Steingel, whom 
Witgenstein had dispatched to frustrate this 
part of the French plait, he himsell' in the mean- 
while closely pursuing Macdonald. I'chicha- 
goff, who had also by this time reached the 
Pregel, advanced along the course of that river, 
preceded by Platolf w’ith his Cossacks, through 
Gumbinnen and Insterburg towards Konings- 
berg. General SchepelelT, however, who com- 
manded Witgenstein’s van-guard, reached that 
fortress first, by the way of Labiau, w'here the 
French had taken an advantageous position, and 
at which they in vain attempted to make a stand, 
on the 4th of January, by an obstinate defence : 
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the battle continued till noon, when the enemy 
being driven from their position, they retreated 
towards Koningsberg. 

On the 6th of January, Koningsbei^, the an- 
cient capital of Prussia, was occupied by Count 
Witgenstein’s advanced-guard, under the orders 
of Major-General Schepeleff. Marshal Macdo- 
nald had occupied the town, with a corps 
(rarniee, composed of the old French Guards, 
and some troops who had escaped the general 
destruction of the enemy’s Grand Army. The 
wreck of his particular corps, constituting part of 
this total, was reduced to 2500 men ; after the 
Prussians separated from them, there remained 
to him in all about 7000 men. At the approach 
of the advanced-guard, which briskly pursued, 
the enemy, M'ithout halting, passed by Konings- 
berg, and abandoned it to Major-General Schepe- 
left’, who entered it without meeting any re- 
sistance. 

The French fled in the greatest confusion to- 
wards the Vistula ; but there w’ere taken in 
Koningsberg 1300 prisoners, besides SOOO sick, 
30 pieces of the battering-train from before Rigat 
&c. Count Witgensteiii arrived at Koningsbeig 
on the 7th. On the 9tb he followed the army, 
which continued driving the remains of. the 

vor.. I. p 
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French toward the Vistula, On the 12th Ad- 
miral TchichagofF and Count Platoff took pos- 
session of the fortresses of Marienwerder, Ma- 
rienburg, and Elbing ; and on the following days, 
having crossed the Vistula and the Nogat, a 
branch of the same river, they pursued the 
French in different directions, on the roads to 
Pantzic, Stargard, and Grandenz. 

When the Russians entered Marienwerder *, 
on the 12th of Januarj', the Viceroy of Italy and 
Marshal Victor were scarcely able to escape 
from the Cossacks. General La Pierre, four 
officers, and 900 men were made prisoners ; like- 
wise a courier, expedited by Napoleon to the 
Prince of Neufchatel, with dispatches. On the 
road to Nuenburg, Lieutenant-Colonel Adrianoff, 
in pursuing the enemy, met a squadron of Baden 
troops, destroyed it almost entirely, and took 47 
prisoners. The corps from Elbing and Marieii- 


* This is an extremely well-built city, the streets spacious, 
handsome, and well paved : the palace or castle is in the Go- 
thic style of architecture, and deserving: the attention of tra- 
vellers. The cathedral of Marienwerder is the largest church 
in all Prussia, and within its walls are many remains of 
antiquity ; it has likewise fortifications of considerable 
strength, which lead to a supposition that it has been used as a 
fortress. In the year 1709, Peter the Great, and iTcdeiick 
the ls1^.bad an interview in this city. 
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burg, being drawn from the Nogat, attempted to 
make a stand at the t^te-du-pont at DerschofT, 
about four German miles from Dantzic ; a san- 
guinary affair took place, but the enemy were 
soon compelled to abandon their post, and re- 
tired, part upon Dantzic, and the remainder upon 
Stargard, pursued by the Russians. 

It appears that the troops stationed in Dantzic 
advanced to the Pregel, to favour Marshal Mac- 
donald’s retreat ; and that they made no resist- 
' ance at Elbing, having abandoned their artillery 
before their arrival at that place. The attack 
upon Marienwerder seems to have been nearly a 
surprise, and from it, as already stated, Beauhar- 
nois and Marshal Victor narrowly escaped being 
made prisoners. 


Whilst the foregoing operations were going on 
in the neighbourhood ot' the Baltic coasts, some 
advances, though slower, were made against the 
Saxons and Austrians, beyond Warsaw. General 
Sachen (a brave officer, he commanded the cen- 
tre at Polotzk and Eylau ; commanded at Ze- 
chem, two miles in front of Heilsberg, and re- 
pulsed the French ; as he did soon after in the 
neighbourhood of W'’ormdit,) who was at Ru- 
zana, advanced s^ainst Regnier with the Saxons, 
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and General Wasillchikoff, who was at Grodno, 
against Schwartzenburg with the. Austrians. Sa- 
chen, on the 25th of December, took possession 
of the town of Brescz Litoff, and from thence 
proceeded along the Bug to Grannym. W asill- 
chikoff, having been Joined by four regiments of 
Don Cossacks, pursued Schwartzenburg along 
• the course of the Nareu-, and the latter dividing 
his corps into three columns, gradually approx- 
imated to Warsaw, by the way of Ostrolciika 
and Polotzk. 

The Prussians, in every direction, received 
the Russian troops in a friendly and open man- 
ner, and provided them wdllingly with provisions 
and their horses with forage, for which they gave 
them their receipts. In return for their good 
conduct, the most rigorous discipline and subor- 
dination were observed, to the great satisfaction 
of the inhabitants. 

■*: 

The retreat of the French armies through tlu; 
kingdom of Prussia was, like that from Moscow, 
marked by the most savage ferocity and devasta- 
tion ; the abandonment of magazines, tumbrils, 
fluid other stores. Some idea may be formed of 
tb[y|Msery of their retreat, by tu'o returns which 
inteitepted of the 4th French Voltigeurs 
pid 6th Tirailleurs. The former, when it left 
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Smolenzk, consisted of 32 officers and 427 pri- 
vates, of whom there remained under arms on 
the 1 6th of December, only 10 officers and 29 
privates. The latter, consisting of 31 officers 
and 300 privates, mustered, on the 31st of De- 
cember, only 14 officers and 10 privates. 

The Emperor of Russia moved, in the night of 
the 7th of January, from Wilna, to join the divi- 
sion which comprehends the guards, and the 
head-quarters of the whole army were at 
Mcrez, on the 10th; on the 13th they were 
at llatschky, and the Emperor crossed the 
Niemen near Morclz on that day, amid the 
acclamations of his brave troops, and continued 
to march with a division of his army, in a wes- 
tern direction, through Berjuiki, Krasnople, and 
Subalki, to Lique, where he established his 
head-quarters on the 19th. Generals Milorado- 
vitch and Dochtoroff (it was this gallant officer 
who reinforced Prince Gallitzin at the affair of 
Golymin, on the day of the battle of Polotzk, 
and enabled him to drive back the enemy from 
every point) with the troops which crossed the 
frontier at Grodno, moved in a line parallel to 
that of the Emperor, on his left, whilst General 
Sachen’s column was still farther to the left. 
There were also intermediate corps to keep up 
the communication between each of these co- 
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lumns. The Austrians remained upon the Bug, 
with a view to create a diversion in favour of th<^ 
army retiring upon Dantzic, as long as their own 
line of retreat might remain open. 

In the mearntime Count PlatofT, with his gal- 
lant Cossacks*, continued to pursue the enemy 

The following account of the Cossacks is extracted from 
Prince PotemkiA^s memoirs. 


The Russian army was considerably increased under Po- 
temkin. He submitted to the empire a nursery of soldiers, 
who till then had been nominally its subjects, but of very little 
service. The Cossacks had formed a volunteer militia, go- 
verned by republican law’f, which no one before him dared to 
attempt to alter, and which Potemkin abrogated. He formed 
the Cossacks into regiments, and subjected them to the same 
recruiting laws and discipline as the other troops. He after- 
wards employed them in their true character at the outposts, 
but regulated their service according to the principles and tac- 
tics proper for this kind of warfare to which they never had 
attended before. He showed by the eftect which these changes 
produced with Cossacks, of what utility they might be to the 
Russian army. Potemkin esteemed them much, and was be- 
loved by them. They almost adored Suwarofli who, eijiially 
fond of them, taught them to serve with the greatest distinc- 
tion. Having been but recently organised, the Cossacks an^ 
pot what they may become. If the Russian government con- 
tinues its attention to the improvement of those troops, it may 
convert the brave, intelligent, faithful, numerous, indefatiga- 
ble, and warlike Cossacks into the principal instrument of its 
9ucce8.ses, and the terror of iU enemics.^^ 
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to the suburbs of Dantzic, and surrounded that 
city with his troops to cut off all communica- 
tion with it, where he was joined by detachments 
under Major-General lloviaskoy and Kacho- 
cosky. 

The situation of Prussia was, about this time, 
exceedingly singular. The capital in the hands 
of a French garrison ; the inhabitants looking 
eagerly for the arrival of the Russians, and flat- 
tering themselves that the King, with troops 
he was collecting in Silesia, would declare 
against their oppressors the French. What were 
the real intentions of that Sovereign, or whether 
he was yet decided how to act, it seemed diffi- 
cult to discover. In themonth.of January, Ber- 
lin daily exhibited scenes of tumult and disor- 
<ler ; the populace having repeatedly risen 
against the French, whom they occasionally 
succeeded in conflning to their barracks. Mean- 
while a regency had been established in the 
name of the King, at Koningsberg, of which the 
ex-minister Stein, who had been an object of 
French persecution, was the president. This 
regency had issued a proclamation, calling on the 
loyal and patriotic inhabitants of Prussia to come 
forward and rescue their king and country from 
French thraldom ; nor was the call in vain. The 
young men were eagerly running to arms, and 



joining their brethren under the command of 
General D* York, who had been nominated, by 
the regency, Commander-in-Chief of the patrio- 
tic army. 

By the declaration of Buonaparte in his ex- 
pose issued at this period, that fresh French 
troops were going to the Oder, “ to set bounds 
to the system of llussian invasion it is to be 
observ^ed that the Oder was now the acknow- 
ledged bound of the French liopes of defence, 
and the entrenched camp at Kunersdorf was de- 
clared to be the point of assemblage for a new 
grand army. Meanwhile Dantzic, Warsaw’, 
Thorn, and indeed all the fortresses beyojid the 
Oder, were left by the enemy to their fate. The 
former, as already mentioned, was closely in- 
vested, and all communications cut off, by the 
cordon which Platoff had drawn round it ; and 
St. Cyr had in vain attempted to re-open the 
communication. 

The advance of the Russians and their extra- 
ordinary rapid progress, with the wide extent of 
country over which they were- now spread, 
seemed to prove that they must be supported by 
an almost universal insurrection ; otherwise their 
condikft would have been inconsistent with the 
most obvious rules of prudence ; and instead of 
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the line of the Vistula, or the entrenched camp 
in front of the Oder, Avhich Buonaparte had 
lately acknowledged as the bounds of the French 
hopes of defence, his expectations became 
therefore confined to the army of observation of 
the Rhine. 

The head-quarters of the Russian army, which 
were on the 19th at Lique, had been moved by* 
the 2(»th, nearly 120 miles, to Willenberg, in a 
direction rather inclining to the westward of the 
Warsaw road, by wdiieh means they had got into 
tlie rear of the Austrian position at Pultousk. 
Previously to this, General Miloradovitch, sup- 
ported by Winzingerode, Wasillchikofl’, and 
Pahlen, had advanced as far as Prasnitz, the 
Austrians gradually retiring before him, and 
successively abandoning Smadovo, Novogrodek, 
and Ostrolenka, on the river Narew. Regnier 
now retired to Posen, from which place Davoust 
had marched to Stettin, on the side of Dantzic. 
Count Worronzoflf had advanced to Bromberg, 
and made himself master of the large magazines 
collected there by the enemy, to cover which, 
and to observe Thorn, General Tchichagoff ap- 
proached the latter fortress. 

Count Rastapehin, the brave and virtuous go- 
vernor of Moscow, was now appointed minister 
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of the interior of Russia, and the Ex-Prussian 
Minister Stein, whose enmity to Buonaparte 
had called forth a furious proclamation against 
him, was made a Russian cabinet minister ; Ku- 
tusoff, Witgenstein, and their brother generals, 
had the most distinguished honours heaped upon 
them. — These brave men had saved their coun- 
try by patriotic and strenuous endeavours, they 
'had saved their country, without adding a foot 
of ground to its territory ; and Alexander fol- 
lowing the practice of Rome *, shewed by the 
most munificent rewards every disposition to 
recompence exertions against the common 
enemy. 

On the 7th of February, Major-General Count 
VTorronzoff continued his march to Posen with 
his detachment, keeping open the communica- 


* Rome s'est troiivee dans des situations inalhefi reuses, 
ou elle a du prodiquer toute sa reconnoissance a ces ^eneraux 
qui avoient protege la patrie, sans ajouter iii rendre a ssa domi- 
nation un ponce de terrein. Cc ne sont pas Scipion ou Pom- 
pee, mais Camille et Marius, que la reconnoissance publique 
^ ce associes avec Romulus dans le litre de fondateur dc Rome. 
Ces grands hommes ont repousse les d^bordments des barba- 
res; ils cn ont exlermine les armees, mais ils n’ont jamais 
sorige 4 les poursuivrc, jwur les atlaquer dans leurs pays dont 
ils conn^issoient a peine ia situation/' 

Gibbon* 9 “ Recucil dc scs Observations** 
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tioiis on his right with Tschernischeff’s detach- 
ment; and on his left, with the corps under 
Winzingerode ; wliilst Admiral Tchichagoff’s 
corps, invested the fortress of Thorn on all sides. 
General Miloradovitch’s corps, on the 5th of 
February, crossed over to the left bank of the 
Vistula. Major-General Paskevitch, with the 
7th corps, took possession of Sakroczin, and 
pushed posts of Cossacks for observations as far 
as Modlin, under the very guns of which they 
made 30 prisoners. On the 6th of February, 
General Miloradovitch, in order to induce the 
enemy to quit Warsaw, caused his troops to ap- 
proach nearer to the place, and detached parties 
of cavalry, who surrounded a great part of it. 

On the -fth of February, the enemy wishing to 
procure provisions from the villages about Dant- 
zic, made a sally on the left wing, towards Bren- 
tau, but was immediately received by the Cos- 
sack regiment of RebritofF, and the 1st Baschkir 
regiment, under the command of Major Latsch- 
kin, who, after having very much weakened the 
enemy and made some prisoners, notwithstand- 
ing his obstinate endeavours, obliged him to re- 
treat. At the same time a strong column of inj 
fantry, with a number of cavalry’, appeared on 
the Russian left flank, opposite the vill^e of 
Nenkau, and at first drove in their advanced 



posts.. A Cossack chief, named Meinikoff, 
taking advantage of this movement, collected 
several detachments of Cossacks, rode round the 
enemy’s wing, and falling unexpectedly upon 
his rear, threw him into total confusion ; the 
consequence was, that the whole column was 
cut olf from the city, and not a single man re- 
turned into the fortress: 600 men were cut clown 
on the spot, and 200 privates and 73 officers 
were made prisoners. General Tchernichetf, 
with his detachment, took possession of the vil- 
lages of Schochau, Friedland, and Flatofl’. 

The victorious Russian troops were every 
where met by the inhabitants with joy, and ac- 
knowledged as their deliverers. Prince Schwartz- 
enburg’s corps was, by their motions, Ibrced to 
retreat ; and on the 8th of February, General 
Miloradovitch took possession of the city of 
Warsaw'. On his arrival at the village of Wila- 
noff, he w'as met by the deputies of the corpora- 
tions of the nobility, merchants, and clergy, 
headed by the prefect, sub-prefects, and mayors 
of the city, who presented to him bread, salt, and 
the keys of Warsaw'. 

On the 6th of February, in consequence of a 
disposition made by Count Witgenstein, Major- 
General Count Sievres, commanding in Ko- 
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Tiingsberg, received orders to march against 
Pillau, with all the troops and artillery then in 
Koningsberg, and to which were added 2000 
infantry and batteries of artillery from the army, 
and to summon the French garrison to surrender. 
In pursuance of these orders General Count 
Von Sievres arrived, on the 6th of February, 
with those troops, about 6000 men strong, and 
a proportionable quantity of artillery, in the vil- 
lage of Old Pillau, within 2000 paces of the 
fortress : — the troops posted themselves partly 
in front of this village and partly on the heights 
situated at the right and left of it, and partly on 
the Nehrung point, at a proper range of shot, 
and the commanding General immediately sent 
the following summons, for the surrender of the 
citadel and the Nehrung fort, to the Comman- 
dant of the French garrison. 


“ General, 

“You must be convinced thaf both the town and 
fortress of Pillau are surrounded by so very superior a 
force that all resistance on your side would not only be 
fruitless, but merely tend to encrease the effusion of 
blood, of which there has already been too much this 
war, and would unnecessarily expose the town to de- 
vastation. 
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“ I therefore summon you, General, to evacuate the 
fortress, and to accept a capitulation for the Imperial 
French troops, which shall be made as favourable as the 
condition in which they arc situated will allow. 

“ I beg you to receive the assurance of the most per- 
fect respect, with which I have the honour to sign myself, 
General, your very obedient servant, 

« COUNT VON SIEVRES, 

“ Commanding General of the Imperial Russian 
troops lying before Pillau. 

“ Head-quarters, Old Pillau, January 25, (ttth Feb).” 

This proposal led to the happy conclusion 
of a convention, according w'hereto the Imperial 
French troops, on the 8th of February, at eight 
o’clock in the morning, quitted the town and 
fortress of Pillau, and the fort of Nchrung, which 
had been garrisoned by them ever since the 
month of May, 1812. 

In conformity to the convention made with 
the garrison, the Imperial French General 
Castella was to march out with the troops under 
his command, with their arms, ammunition, and 
haggle, and to retire with the same to the left 
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bank of the Rhine, where they were to be re- 
leased from all obligations. Such Imperial 
Russian subjects as might possibly be found 
among the garrison of Pillau, were to be de- 
livered up to the commanding Russian General. 
An Imperial Russian Officer was to accompany 
the column to its place of destination, their 
baggage not to be subjected to any search, the 
French General, Castella, having declared upon 
his word of honour that there was nothing 
amongst it belonging to the Russians. 

The garrison, which marched out, consisted 
of about ISOO men, and the number of their 
sick left behind, amounted to about 400. 

On the 9th, the Imperial Russian troops re- 
turned to the army, and only the Royal Prussian 
troops that were in the town and citadel, re- 
mained behind to garrison them. 

The Imperial Russian Colonel, Baron Von 
de Pahlen, was appointed governor of the 
town. 

On the 6th of February, the Emperor Alex- 
ander, with 28,000 men, arrived at Polotzk; 
he was received with Unanimous acclamations 
of joy. Indeed the mild and sagacious policy 
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of the Russians in entering the provinces of the 
north as friends and deliverers, and restoring tin; 
national functionaries, gave great assistance to 
their exertions. Their advance into Europe was 
accompanied with every circumstance calculated 
to endear their cause to the nations around them. 
They resorted to the press, as the most fbrmid* 
able auxiliary which they could use for the 
overthrow of the oppressors of Europe. They 
disseminated proclamations and other publica- 
tions over the Continenjt, and their conciliatory 
offers were hailed with eagerness at Warsaw, 
Berlin, Hamburg, and Dresden. The press, 
which has been so long fettered by the French — 
worse than fettered, compelled to disseminate 
falsehood throughout Europe, since the successes 
of the Russians, began again to exercise its 
legitimate functions. — Wherever the allies car- 
ried their arms, the press was occupied in ex- 
posing the malignant and deceitful policy which 
has been so invariably pursued by the revolu- 
tionary tyrants. 

Lord Cathcart, who bad remained at St. 
Petersburg, ever since the departure of the 
Emperor Alexander, framing a negociation with 
the Danish Minister, the basis of which friendly 
arrangement was, a free trade to Norway, the 
recal of the Danish letters of marque, the ex- 
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rlusion of all French privateers from Danish 
ports, and the mutual release of prisoners, quitted 
that capital on the 31st of January, for the head- 
quarters of Alexander; and on the 6th of March 
was with his Majesty at Kalitsch, a place about 
one hundred and fifty miles from “Dresden, and 
fifty from Breslaw, in Silesia., 


At the latter end of January, the King of 
Prussia, who felt himself whilst at Potsdam 
entirely in the power of the French General 
and garrison of Berlin, resolved on obtaining his 
personal freedom by a sudden and unexpected 
removal to Breslaw. Having arrived there, he, 
on the 3d of February, issued proclamations to 
liis subjects, calling on them to arm in support 
of their king and country. 

This patriotic call was well understood 
throughout Prussia, and thousands of volunteers, 
in all parts of the kingdom, jiresented themselves 
for enrolment. Mortified and enraged at this 
sight, Beauharnois, the Commander of the 
French armies, who, in his disastrous flight, 
had sought refuge in Berlin, forbad tjie recruit- 
ing enjoined by the Royal ]*russian decree. 
This unparalleled affront could have no other 

voi.. I. Q 
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effect than to excite the indignation ol‘ the King 
and his people. Meanwhile, the Russians ad- 
vanced victoriously through Polaiul. — On the 
8th of Februarv, as alreadv stated, General 
Aliloradovitch had taken possession of the city 
of Warsaw, and the citizens imnuMliately ad- 
dressed a proclamation to their brethren fighting 
under the banners of the enemy, calling them to 
return to their homes. 

The Emperor Alexander triumphed as much 
by his clemencv as bv his arms. The Austrians 
concluded an unlimited truce, in virtue of which 
they withdrew into Ciallicia ; and the Saxons, 
under Regnier, profited of this circumstance to 
retire behind the Austrians toward their own 
country. On the trvening of the l;3th of Feb. 
however, General Winzingerode came up with 
General Regnier at Kalitsch. The enemy di- 
rected their movements upon the city, to form a 
junction with from ;) to 4000 I’oles, who had 
fifteen pieces of camion with them, and found 
themselves at the very instant attacked by the 
Russian troops with their characteristic ardour. 
The result of this attack was most honourable to 
the Russians, as the enemy’s infantry, who 
were in superior force, made a brave and obsti- 
nate resistance. Two Saxon standards, seven 
pieces of cannon, the Saxon General, Nostitz, 



three Colonels, thirty-six officers, and 2000 
privates, were the trophies of this day. General 
Winzitis^cTode’s advanced-guard pursued the 
enemy, who retreated ujxjji Raezkowo and 
Ostrowo. 

In this state of things, the King of Prussia 
offered hinisi lf as a mediator between, the chief 
belligerents. Ou the loth of February, he pro- 
posed a truce, on condition that the Russian 
troops should retire behind the \ istula, and the 
French troops behind the Flbe, leaving Prussia, 
and all its fortresses, free from foreign occupa- 
tion. — These terms were, doubtless, exceedingly 
favourable to the beaten and discomfited oneinv, 
who had so lately threatened to annihilate the 
independence both of Russia and Prussia. How- 
ever, they were sullenly rejected by Buonaparte ; 
whilst, on the other side, the Emperor Alexander 
testified sentiments of such liberality toward the 
Prussian monarchy and nation, as could not but 
insure to him their cordial attachment. 

The patriots accordingly crowded around their 
Sovereign at Bfeslaw : they represented, that the 
moment was at length arrived to shake off the 
degrading yoke, to which, in common with all 
Germany, their nation had' been so long sub- 
jected : they wisely and energetically insisted. 
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that there was but one line to be adopted— an 
alliance offensive and defensive with Russia. — 
Truth, honour, and justice prevailed. 

On the 22d of February, a treaty of peace and 
alliance, offensive and defensive, was mutually 
consented to by the Emperor of Russia and the 
King of Ih'ussia, and an active combined system 
of military operations arranged. The plenipo- 
tentiaries were Marshal Prince Kutiisofl’ Smo- 
lenzk, and the Chancellor Raron J lardetiberg. 
On the 17th of February the Emperor Alexandei 
issued another animating ukase to his arn y, in 
which he informed them, that :• medal of d's- 
tinction should be given to all thost' who dis- 
tinguished themselves in the cainj)aigu of 
1812 *. 

* Vknst of hi$ Imperial Majestif to the Army. 

Warriors ! — The glorious and memorable ytar ha.s i xpired 
in which, througVi your unheard-of pxploit.s, the forniidablt 
enemy, who in his arrogance dared to press forward intt> the 
interior of our cm])irc, has been punished and driven back. 
This year of glory has fled, but your heroic deeds will remain 
for ever ; time shall never sink them in^oblivion — they will 
live in the recollection of posterity. At the expense of your 
blood you have rid your native, land of tlic princes and people 
who were combined against it. Your valorous cflbrir', your 
deeds, your perseverance, have procured for yon the gratitude 
of Russia, and the esteem of foreign nations. You have L-hou n 
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The King of Prussia also issued the following 
proclamations to his subjects and to the 
army. 

THK Public. — I t is unnecessary to render ah 
account to my good people, or Germany, of the motives 
for the war which is now commencing : they are evident 
to impartial Europe. 

the world by your valour and your constancy, that when the 
heart penetrat ed w ith the truths of religion and full of piety, 
iht assaults of the enemy, though like the stormy waves of 
thf ocean, are iluMhed in pieces against this impregnable rock, 
and (Lv awa . ii* niunnunng foam. 

i s ' — 1 o make know n, by a mark of distinction, all 
M i • ’ o e i (»-opi;rated in these great deeds, W'e have ordered 

a ;.t • : • d.d to be struck. The ever- memorable year 1812 
w !i h engraven upon it; and i^uspended from a blue 
r;! ; uui, >1 w ill urnarnent the manly breast, that impenetrable 
' . ••t our native land. Every one of you is w'orthy of 
rtceivuiLi this honourable badge, because all of you have 
undergone considerable hardships, and all are animated with 
t fie same spirit. Proud may you be of having earned this 
emblem of valour : it will ever distinguish you as the faithful 
sons of your country. The enemy must tremble when he 
beholds this honourable badge : he will feel, that under this 
silver shield glows unconquerable valour, not leading to avarice 
or impiety, but which rests its firmest grounds in holy religion, 

and in uninixed love of our country. 

• 

(Signed) ALEXANDER. 


Feb. 17, 1813. 
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We bent under the superior power of France. That 
peace which deprived me of lialf iny suhjecis, .piocun*d 
us no blessinurs ; it on tlic contrary liurl us more than 
war itself. 

“ The heart of our country was impovcrislied. — The 
principal fortresses were occupied by tlic enemy ; agri- 
culture was neglected, as well as the industry of our cities, 
which had risen to a very high degree. Liberty of trade 
being interrupted, naturally closed all the sources of ease 
and prosperity. 

By the most exact observance of the stipulated 
treaties, I hoped to obtain an alleviation for my people, 
and at last to cortvince the French Emperor that it was 
his own interest to have Ihussia independent ; hut my 
intentions, my exertions to olUain so desirable an ohjeet, 
proved fruitless — nothing but haughtiness and treachery 
was the result. 

We discovered, hut rather late, tluit the Emperor's 
conventions were more ruinous to us than open wars. 
The moment is now arrived in which no illusion respect- 
ing our condition can remain. — Brandenburghers ! Ih us- 
sians ! Silesians ! Pomeranians ! Lithunians ! — You 
know what you have sufl’ereil during the last sc^en years. 
You know what a miserable fate awaits you, if w'c do not 
honourably finish the now commencing contest. 

• Remember former times ! Remember the illustrious 
Elector, the Great Frederick ! Remember the benefits 
for which our ancestors contended, under their direction — 
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tlic liberty of conscience — honour — independence— trade 
— industry — and knowledge, — Bear in mind the great 
cxampleof our allies the Russians ! Think of the Spaniards 
and Portuguese ; small nations have even gone to battle 
for similar benefits, against a more powerful enemy, and 
obtained victory ! — Remember the Switss and the Nether- 
lands. Great sacrifices are requested from all ranks, 
because our plan is great, and the number and means of 
our enemy not less so. 

“ You will make them sooner for your country and your 
king, than for a foreign regent, wh.o by so many examples 
has proved he would take your sons and last strengtli for 
designs to which you are strangers. Confidence in God, 
constancy, courage, and the powerful assistance of our 
allies, will favour our just cause with glorious victory. 

But, however great the sacrifices that may be required 
from individuals, they will not outweigh the sacred in- 
terests for wliicli they arc given, for wiiicli w'e combat, 
and must conquer, or cease to he Prussians or Germans. 

We are now engaged in the last decisive contest for 
our existence, our independence, and our property, 
nicre is no medium between an honourable peace or 
glorious ruin. 

Even this you would manfully support for your ho- 
nour, because a Prussian and Cicrman cannot live without 
it. But we dare confidently trust, God and our firm 
purpose, will give our just cause victory, and with 
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this an uumtcrrupted peace, and the return of happici 
times. 


FREDERICK WILLIAM. 


Breslaw, M^fch 17/’ 


To MY Army.— Often have you expressed your 
wishes of fighting for the liberty and indepeiKlencc of 
your country. The moment tor doing it is now arrived ; 
there is no member of the nation by whom this is not 
felt. ■ Youths and men voluntarily fly to arms. What 
in them is free-will, is to you who belong to the standing 
army, a call. 

From you, ordained to defend the native country, 
she IS entitled to demand what is oflered by the others, 

‘‘ See ! what numbers forsake every thing they hold 
dear, to venture their lives witli you in their country’s 
cause. You will, therefore, doubly feel your sacred 
duty ! 

“ May all of you, on the day of battle, or in time of 
trouble, keep in mind moderation and due discipline. 
Let individual ambition, be it either in the highest or 
lowest of the army, sink before that of all. He that feels 
for his country, does not think of self. May the envious 
meet contempt^ when the general welfare only is con- 
cernedf 
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« Every thing else must now give way to this — victory 
proceeds from God ! Shew yourselves worthy of his high 
protection by obedience and fulfilling your duties. Let 
courage, constancy, loyalty, and good discipline, be your 
renown ! — Follow the e.vample of your forefathers j be 
worthy of them, and remember your postt^ity ! 

“ A sure reward will fall on him who distinguishes 
himself ; deep disgrace and punishment on him who for-^ 
gets his duty. 

“ Your King will always be with you, and with him 
the Crown Prince, and the princes of his house. They 
will fight along with you. 

“ They and the whole nation will combat with you, 
and at our side. A valiant people will come to our as- 
sistance, and to the assistance of all Germany — a people 
that, by glorious deeds, has secured its independence. 
They relied on their sovereign, their leader, their cause, 
their own strength ; and God was with them ; so will it 
be with you ; for we also fight the great fight, for the 
independence of our country. 

“ Confidence in God, courage, and perseverance ! be 
our word. 


(Signed) “FREDERICK WILLIAM.” 
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Tlie French ambassador, St. Marsan, who 
was a spectator ot‘ the interview between 
Alexander and the King of Prussia, was, 
on the following day, on the point of pre- 
senting a remonstrance to the Prussian ('han- 
cellor, but foas prevented by a note from the 
latter, formally acquainting him that Prussia 
was at war with France, and assigning the rea- 
sons for this stcj). A similar, but more detailed 
note*, was presented, on the ;^7th March, at 

* Pari.^, Marrh 27, 1.S13. 

Monsieur Le Dk , 

1 have just received an order from my Sovereij^n to lay lu - 
fore you the following: — The j)ropo.sii ions which 1 have an- 
teriorly bad the honour of submitting to you were of a nalurr 
to merit a reply equally prompt as decisivt . I1ic progrcs.s of 
the Ru.ssian arms in the centre of the mcuiarchy, does not per- 
mit Prussia any longer to prolong that .state of uncertainty ni 
which she i.s. On one side the Emperor of Russia, uiiited to 
the King by bonds of personal friendship, oilers Pru.'-sia in 
this decisive moment, the support of his power, and the advan- 
tages of his friendship ; on the other, his Majesty the Emj)e- 
ror of the French persi.st.s in repulsing an ally who has sacri- 
ficed himself in his cause, and disdains even io explain hhuadf 
upon the motives of liis silence. For a length of time France 
has violated, in every point, the treaties which connected her 
with Prussia. Not contented with having dictated at Tilsit a 
peace, equally hard and humiliating ; she has not even per- 
mitted her to enjoy the trifling advantages which that treaty 
sc^ed to allow her. She has made use of odious pretexts to 

f tke to their foundations the fortune of the state, and those 
individuals. Since that epoch, Prussia has been treated as 
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Paris, by Count Krusenaarck, the Prussian Mi- 
nister there ; to wliich an angry reply* was given 

a ronquered country, and oppressed by a yoke of iron. The 
Fn nch firmics remaim d in it contrary to tlm terms of the treaty, 
and hvcil at. discretion in il during tij>hlet*n lyontlis : exorbi- 
tant and arbitrary contributions were imposed upon her; her 
conimt rct* was ruined by oblijrinL^ her to adopt the continen- 
tal systi in ; Int ncii oar^^son^ were placed in tJie three for- 
tresses of the < )der : llie country was obliged to defray the ex- ’ 
])ence of their apjuiintments ; in^hwrt, by the treaty of Bay- 
onne, the property of widows and orphans was disposed of, in 
iiianifesr eontradietion to the stiiuilarions of the treaty of 
peace; everythin;, announced that no sort of regard would 
he kept with an unfortunate an oppressctl state. In this state 
of things, ])eaee heeaine an ilhisory benefit. The King groaned 
under tile enonnoiis weight whieh oppressed his subjects. 
Me dattered himself witli vamfuishnig by the force of conde- 
scension and sacrifices, an animosity the i tfects of which he 
knt'w, but of whose jirinciple he was ignorant. He gave him- 
selt’ up to the hope ^f sparing his people greater misfortunes, 
ill fulfil I iuii scrupulously his en^agemtuts ioiiards France, and 
in carefully avoid iiur ci'cry thin^ which could give her offence. 
By extraordinary and unheard-of eflbrts, Prus>ia succeeded in 
paying two-thirds of the contribution: she was preparing to 
pay the remainder, when clouds arose betw een Russia and 
France, and when the immense preparations of those two 
powers did not any l«>nger permit her to doubt of the war 
about to he kiudied in llie North. Tlie King» faithful to his 
princi})le of saving, at any price, the national existence, judg- 
ing of the future by tlie [>ast, fclt that he had every thing to 
fear from France. He sacrificed his affections, and concluded 
with her a treaty of alliance. At the epoch of the conclusion 
of the treaty, before the news could have reached Berlin, the 

* Page 241. 
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on the 1st of April, by the Duke of Bassano. 
The Prussian statement set forth the strongest 

French troops entered Pomerania and the Marche Electroalc. 
The King with grkt saw that no attention was paid to his 
frank and loyal I'ntentions. They would obtain by force what 
it appeared impossible to obtain by negociations.. Agents of 
Prussia, frightened by the menacing attitude of France, had 
signed at Paris separate conventions, which contained condi- 
tions extremely burthensome, relative to the provisioning and 
wants of the grand army. The French government, instruct* 
ed respecting the mediocrity of our resources, foresaw a re- 
fusal, — prepared to gain the King^s cons«’nt by the appearance 
of force, and deceived itself. His Majesty ratified thcsi* con- 
ventions, although he felt the difficulty of fulfilling them ; he 
reckoned upon the devotion of Prussians, and he hojied that by 
defining the extent of our sacrifices, he would preserve his 
people from arbitrary requisitions, and their fatal conse- 
quences. Exf)erience did not justify this hope. Whilst Prus- 
sia exhausted all her means to pour into the magazines the 
stipulated products, the French armies lived at the expence of 
individuals. At the same time were exacts the fulfilment ol' 
the treaty, and the daily consumption of the troops. The 
sacred property of the inhabitants were taken away by main 
Ibrcc, without rendering the least account of it ; and Prussia 
lost by these acts of violence above 70,000 horses, and 20,000 
carnages. 

Notwithstanding all these shackles, the King, faithful to his 
system, fulfilled with religious faith all the engagements he had 
made. The supplies were successfully realised, the stipulated 
contingent advanced ; nothing was omitted to prove the loy- 
alty of our conduct. France only replied to this devotion by 
‘ pretensions always new, and believed herself able to dispense. 
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justification for taking up arms at the present 
time, and contained arguments, no less powerful 

un her side, with i’uliilling the stipulations of the treaty which 
fell to her charge. She constantly refused to examine the ac- 
counts for supplies furnished, although she had entered into a 
formal engagement to settle them every three months. 

The Military Convention insured to the Emperor, till a new 
arrangement with Prussia, possession of the fortresses of Glo- 
gau, Stettin, and Custrin ; but the provisioning of the first of 
thofsc places was, from the date of signing that convention, to 
have been at the expense of France; and the others, from the 
day on which the King should have fulfilled his new engage- 
ments respecting the discharge of the contribution. . The 
King, by acquiescing in this article, had already given France 
proofs of his condescension, in renouncing the stipulations of 
1808; according to which Glogau was to be given up to 
Prussia, as soon as half of the contributions should be paid. 
'Flic new treaty was not better observed by France than that 
which preceded it. The provisioning of CUogau, and that of 
the other fortresses, caused by the convention, and the dis- 
charge of the contributions already realized in the month of 
May last year, notwithstanding the most pressing representa- 
tions, remain at the expense of Prussia to this day. The con- 
vention stipulated nothing respecting the fortresses of Pill an 
and Spandau ; they, in consequence, were to remain occupied 
by Prussian troops; the French troops, how'ever, entered 
them, by a kind of rurprizc, and maintained themselves in 

them. ^ 

• 

Whilst the w'?ight of Prussia’s expenses was indefinitely 
augmented — w'hilst proved, that, after having paid her con- 
tribution, her advances amounted to enormous sums-^all 
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and conclusive against that narrow, defensive 
system, which has successively led to the de- 

kinds of assistance were persisted in beinj; refused her: all 
her demands were answered by a contemptuous silence, and 
incessantly detuvndin”; fresh sacrifices ; the inconceivable ef- 
forts of a burtlieiied nation appeared to be considered as no- 
thing'. At the end of the preceding year, the advances by 
Prussia amounted to 9i,()00,0(X) o<‘ franks. I’lie accounts 
were in as good order as they could be, considering tlie con- 
stant refusal of the French authorities to settle them agreeably 
to the treaty. His IMajesty never ceased to represent through 
his agents, that it became urgent to do justice to his demands 
ir-thut his exhausted states could no longer suflicc to support 
the French armies. The King, for llur moment, confined 
himself to demanding an account respecting these advances, 
candidly declaring, that he could not answer for events in case 
of a refusal. This language, equally just as clear ; these de- 
mands, founded on the moi^t sacred titles, remained w ithout 
reply, and only produced vague assurances and distant pro- 
mises. Besides, as if it wa. not suflicicnt to violate the most 
positive treaties, new proceedings took j)lace to enlighten 
Prussia respecting the Emperor's intention?, and w hat she 
had a right to expect from liini. The King seeing one part of 
his provinces invaded, and the other menaced, without being 
able to rely upon the assistance of the French armies, was 
obliged to reinforce his own ; and the ordinary way being te- 
dious and insufficient, liis Majesty addressed an appeal to the 
ypung Prussians who wished to arrange themselves under his 
colours. This aw'akened in every heart the desire of serving 
the country. A great niiiiilier of volunteers were preparing 
tb leave Berlin for Breslau, when it pleased the Viceroy to in- 
terdict all recruiting, and the departure of the volunteers, in 
the provinces occupied by the French troops. I’his prohibi- 



gmdation of every Sovereign by whom it has 
been adopted. It exhibited the almost imprac- 

tion was issued in the most peremptory manner, and without 
acquaintiiif^ the King with it. An attempt so directly aimed 
at the rights of sovereignty, excited in the'iieart of his Ma- 
jesty, and those of his faithful subjects, a just indignation. At 
the same time, and whilst the fortresses on the Oder ought 
for a long time to have been provisioned at the expence of 
Vrance, after the Emperor had formally declared in an audience 
given to Prince Hatzfeld, that he had interdicted the French 
authorities from making any kind of requisitions in the states 
of the king, the governors of these fortresses received orders to 
take by main force, for a circle of ten leagues, every thing 
which was requisite for their defence and provisioning. This 
arl)itrary and unjust order, with which they did not even take 
the trouble of acquainting the King, was executed in all its ex- 
tent, in defiance of the sacred title of property, and with details 
of violence which it would be difficult to depict. Notwith- 
standing all the reasons which the King had for breaking with 
France, he yet w ished to try the eftect of ncgociations. He 
informed the Emperor Napoleon, that he would send a confi- 
dential person to the Emperor of Russia, in order to engage 
him to acknowledge the neutrality of the part of Silesia which 
France had acknowledged. It was the only means which re- 
mained to the King, abandoned, at least for the moment, by 
Franc**, for having a sure asylum, and not being placed in the 
cruel situation of leaving his states. The Emperor haughtily 
pronounced against ttJiis step, and did not even deign to ex- 
plain himself upon the propositions which accompanied that 
overture. In such a state of things, the King’s decision could 
not long remain doubtful. He had for years sacrificed every 
thing for the preservation of his political existence : now 
France compromised that existence, and did nothing to pro- 
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ticability of any engagements with Ruonaparte, 
and the absolute necessity under which^ the 

tcct it. Bussia can apfpfravate his misfortunes^ and gfenerouslj 
oilers to protect him. The King cannot liesitate : — faithful to 
his principles and his duties, he Joins his arms lo those of the 
Emperor Alexander, changing his system \i ithout changing 
his objects. He hopes, in breaking with France and attaching 
himself to Russia, to obtain, by an honourable peace, or force 
of arms, the only object of his wishes — the independence of 
his people — the benefits which will result from it, — and ///e 
inheritance of his fathers, the half of whicli has l)een ravished 
from him. Tlic King will adhere, with all his power, to every 
proposition conformable to the conuiKui interests of the Sove- 
reigns of Europe. He is earnestly desirous that they may 
lead to a state of things, in which treaties may no longer he 
simple truces — where power becomes the guarantee of justice, 
— and where each, returning within his natural rights, may nu 
longer be tormented in all the |>oints of his existence, by the 
abuse of power. 

This is, M. Le Due, what 1 am diarged to stale for your 
Excellency’s information. Be pleased to give an account of 
it to his Majesty the Emperor. Europe has seen with asto- 
nishment the long resignation of a nation distinguished in the 
annals of history by its brilliant courage, and its noble per- 
severance. 


Kow directed by the most sacred mc/dves, t^re is no per- 
'ikllf among us, who is not determined to .sacrifice every consi- 
deration to the great interesti of the throne, the country, and 
the independifeDce of Europe; no one who will not think him- 
sejtf happy in perishing for this^noble end, and in defending 
'his home. 
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other.poweirs of Europe are placed, of destroying' 
his system, or being destroyed by it. Prussia, 

I have orders to immediatdiy |^oce?d to the King, my au- 
gust Master, uritli Prince HatzfeUt, hb Privy Counsellor of 
State Bognolin, and ttie persons attached^ to these different 
missions. 1 have the honour to beg your Excellency to for- 
ward me the necessary passports for thb purpose. 

1 hasten to renew to you, at the same time, the assurance of 
my most high consideration. 

(Signed) KRUSEMABCIL 


Reply to the. note qfM, the Baron de Krtaemttrck. 

Paris, 4prilh 1813. 

M. Baron, 

I have laid before his Impelriat^and Royal Miyesty, the note 
which you did me the hon^V'of addressing to me on the 27th 
of March. 

What is most deMrving of seri^ consideratioii may he 
ducedto what follows:— 

That Prussia soltnited and concieded an idiance with 
France in 1819; because the french anam had appmdied 
nearer to the Prussian States, ttMoathe Bttsnan annkn 

Pnittia declare* id 1819. thatahriMalea hm treaUac. hm- 
cause the Runiad armies ’ havd appmaebed Mmr to har 

VOL. I. S 



by the treaty of Tilsit, in 1807> was left in a 
situation extremely helpless. It might have 

States^ than the French annies. Posterity will judge, whe* 
ther such conduct is faitfifiil, and worthy of a great Prince, 
conformable to eq^ty and sound policy. 

It will always do justice to the perseverance of your Cabinet 
in its principles. 

In 1792, when France was inwardly a^tated by a Revolu- 
tion, and from without attacked by a formidable enemy, ap- 
peared like to sink, Prussia made war on her. 

Three years iUerwards, and at the moment when France 
was triumphant over the coalesced powei's, Prussia abandoned 
her allies, she left the side of the combination together with 
its fortune, and the King of Prussia was the first of the Sove- 
reigns who had taken up arms against France, that acknow- 
ledged the Republic. ^ 

Four years had scarcely dapsed, (in 1799, when France 
fek the vicifsitudes of war; some battles had been lost in 
Switzerland and Italy; the Duke of York had landed in Hol- 
land, and the Republic was threatened both from the North 
and the South r Fortune had changed, and Prussia changed 
with her. 

But the Eagiibh ^efe driven from Hdl^nd ; the Roaaiaus 
were beaten ai 'Zurich; victory again came under our colours 
£ ludy; and Ptuieia beceme again the friend of France. 

In Anftria look up arms: she carried her armies to 
tlm Siiiiibe; sha4oal^,|iosjieittafi df Bavariai w)ii1st the Rus- 
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been easily foreseen, that by the occupation ot 
the fortresses therein agreed upon, Buonaparte 

bian troops passed the Niemen^ and advanced towards the 
Vistula. The union of three great powm^^and their immense 
preparations^ appeared to presage nought but defeat to 
France. Prussia could not hesitate an instant; she armed 
herself; she signed the treaty^ of Berlin; and the manes of 
Frederick the Second uere called upon to witpess theetemat 
hatred which she vowed against France. When her IVIinis- 
ter, sent to his Msyesty to dictate the law to him, had arrived 
in Moravia, the Russians had just lost the battle of Auster- 
litz, and it was owing to the generosity of the French that 
they were allowed to return into their own country. Prussia 
immediately tore the treaty of Berlin, concluded only six 
weeks before, allured the celebrated oath of Potsdam; be- 
trayed Russia, as she had betrayed France; and entered into 
fresh engagements yritb us. But from these eternal fluctua- 
tions in politics, proceeded a real anarchy in the public opi- 
nion in Prussia; an exaltation took place in men’s minds 
which the Prussian Government were notable to direct: they 
supported it, and, in 1806, deciai^ war against France, at 
the moment when it was their best interest to keep up a good 
understanding with* her. Prussia being entirely conquered, 
saw herself, above her own Impes, admitted to sign, at Tilsit, 
a peace by which she received every thing, and gave nothing. 

In 1809, the war with Austria broke out: Prussia was 
again going to change her system; but the first mihtary 
events leaving no doubts of the definitive result of the cam- 
paign, Prussia was^governed by prudence, and did not dare 
to declare herself. 

In 1811, the preparatim made by Russia threatening 



would become, in effect, mf«iter of that couMry, 
and might consequently use it as an advanced 

Europe whk a neir vm, thfi geographical siturtion of Prusaia 
did not permit heoto remain, an indiflerent spectatress of the 
events which were about taking place; and you, M.le Baron, 
were charged so early as the month, of March in the same 
year> to solicit the alliance of France; and it is useless for 
me to recal to year remembrance what passed at that period. 
It isfiseless for me to repeat either your reiterated^ instances 
oV your warm solicitudes. 

His Majesty, remembering w hat was past, at first hesitated 
what part he should take. But he thought that the King of 
Prussia, enlightened by experience, was at length become 
sensible of the versatile policy of your Cabinet. He felt him- 
sdf obliged for the steps which it had taken at St. Petersburg 
to' prevent the rupture.. It was besides, contrary to bis ju.<;- 
lice and biabetrt to declare war, merely for the considerations 
of political comreiAmce. He. yielded to his personal senti* 
ments towards your Sovereign, and consented to make an al- 
liance with him. 

So long as the chances of war ivere favourable taus your 
Court shewed itself faithful; but scarcely had the premature 
rigours of winter attack^ opr sarnies on the Niemen, 
wHhn the defection of General D^York rewakened suspicions 
but too well ibundecL. The equivocal conduct of your Court 
iii^ weighty acir€ttm8tancie;,tbe departure of the Kinj^ for 
Biwslaw; the treachery of ^enersi |fulow« who opened to the 
enemy the passages of the Natber-Oder; the public Ordi- 
nances, to excites turbulent and factiops youth to take up 
arms; the junction at ^esfagr desigr^ed as phiefs of 
the disturbers, iiud as principal instigators of the war of 1806; 
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post) in ms future hostilities against Russia. 
At the same time he was not only enabled to 

the daily communications established between your Court 
and the bead-quarters of the enemy, had for a long time left 
no doubt of the resolutions of your Court; when, M. Baron, 
1 received your note of the 37th of March, and it has there- 
fore caused no surprise. Phissia wishes,’ it is said, to recover 
the inheritance of her ancestors t but we may ask her, if, 
when she speaks of losses which her false policy has caused 
her to suffer, she has not< likewise made some acquisitions to 
put into the scale; — if, among those acquisitions, there be 
none which she owes to her faithless policy } It is,, that she 
owes Silesia to the abandonment of a French army on the 
walls of Prague; and sdl her acquisitions in Germany, to the 
violation of the laws and interests of the Germanic Body. 

Prussia talks of lier desire of obtaining a peace fi;>UDded on 
solid basis; but how is it possible to reckon on a solid peace 
with a power which believes bersklf justified when she breaks 
her engagements according to the caprices of foitune? 

Hib Miyesty prefers a declared enemy to a ftiend always 
ready to abandou him. 

I will not carry these observatiomi an;^ferdier; 1 shall con- 
tent mybclf with asking, wiiat would an eniightaaed States- 
man, and a ftiend to his country, have done, who, in thought, 
placing bimaelf.at ^e helm* of affairs of I^siia, from the day 
when the revolution in France broke out, would have con- 
ducted himself accovdihg tmtbe principtes of a sound and 
moral pelicy. 

Would be have engaged Phisda in 17!|^ » a erar> iu 
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exhaust it by grievous exactions, under the 
name of contributions, but to ruin its finances 

which she nm St leave the chances in favtqr of states* more 
powerful than herself? Had he done so, he would have ad- 
yised to lake up arias befpre the Revolution was finished. 

* If, nevertheless, he bad been led to acknowledge the Re- 
public, would he not have persi^t^l in his system, — would . 
be not. have endeavoured to derive advantage from it, and to 
profit by those sentiments with which France would have 
been inspired for a Pnnee, who,^ for her sake, braved the 
prejudices of the times? He would have established the in- 
fluence of Prussia in the North, by alliances; the Monarchy 
of Frederick would have been more fimly established, and 
Prussia would have founded her interior happiness and her 
consideration on a strict union with France. He would not 
have suffered himself to be pufRd up, in 1799, by the tran- 
sient success of our enemies. He would, in 1805, have re- 
pulsed" w'itb policy and dimity, the alliance by which Eng- 
land, Russia, and Austria had unitedly entered into reciprocal 
engagements to cons^in Prussia. Nevertheless, if drawn 
away by unforeseen circumstances, be bad taken an oath on 
the tomb of Frederick, be should not have violated it after the 
battle of Austerlitz: he should have taken the only honour- 
able way in a false oetermination, by remaining true to those 
Allies who were maltreated by Fortune. 

If he had thought he might forget what Russia 

hadllpb in faVour of Prussia at Tilsit, whatever chreum- 
permitted; and ifhe«faad signed the alliance with 
3pihce, he ought to have remain^ faithful to it. He woukl 
mve found in unexpected events, an opportunity of causing 
Prussia, notwithstanding her weakness, to act a fine^part, 

■ "M 
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by that deceitful and ingenious mode of impo- 
verishing his neighbours* which he termed the 

and to manifest decided sentiments^ and of ^hich he mighty 
in future time^ invoke the honourable irmeinbrance. ThU. 
faithful resolution would have secured to Prussia the esteem 
even of her enemies. She would have sei^ved not their hate, 
but their true interests; for 'General D’York would not have 
betrayed, and the Russians would not have passed the Nie^ 
men; General Bulow would not have betrayed, and the Rus- 
sians would not have passed the Oder^ and would not^have 
exposed themselves to the catastrophe which threatens them : 
in shorty France, ^feeling the want of a mediator between fier 
and Russia, would have found it in faithful Prussia, and 
would have consented to aggrandize for the interest of kef 
system, and for the. peace and repose of the world, .which is 
her sole view, a Power, whose sinceiity bad been put to the 
proof. 

At present, M. Baron, what remains for Prussll? She has 
done nothing for Europe; she has done nothing for her an-* 
cient Ally; she will do nothing for peace* A Poweir» whose 
Treaties are only conditional, caimot be an ireful Mediator; 
she guarantees nothing; she is nothing but a sulyect of dis- 
cussion ; she is not ev^ a barrier^ The finger of Providence 
has shewn itself in the of this winter; it has produced 
them to unmask false friends, and^miurk the faithful on^; it 
has given his Migesty power sufficient to, insure the triumph 
of the Que, and the cbastiMment of the othen. . 

In terminating my tiws^tions wi|h you, I 

congratulate myself in having to express to you his 
satisfaction with your ^duct, daring tlie tiim you have 
resided near to bim« 



Continental Syatem, In this wtetcned situation 
was Prussia placed when Buonaparte’s piuis 
against Russia began to be developed* Unable 
to stand alone, her circumstances did not allow 
of neutrality, imd she was unwillingly dragged 
along ss a vamal in the train of the Ruler 
of the French nation. 'But even if she had 
not sufiPered severe oppressions in time of 
peace, she was at once plundered, tramplcxl on, 
and^nsulted, during the war. Buonaparte acted 
ovor the kingdom of Prussia the Sovereign, or ra- 
ther the conqueror, without restraint or cercunony. 
He seized op Pillau and Spandau, by a sort of 
military surprise : .he kept possession of Glogau 
and Custrin, in express opposition to his treaties: 
he subsisted his garrisons in those places, by 
levying contributions for ten leagues around 
each : he seized no less than 70,000 hor8eb,*and 
S0,000 carriages, besides every other article that 

He pities you, both as a military man, and as a man of 
honour, that you shouKl have found yourself oblig^^d to sign 
such a declaration. 

I have tfaf honour to transmit you the panports which you 
have requested of me* 

I beiryou, M. Baron, to accept the assurance of my high 
hcdrilaradoD. 


(Signed) THE DUKE DE BASSANO. 
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his CcMttipissanes happened to want ; and jne 
oven sent orders to General Bulow to join Viei 
tor’s corps, without consulting the King of 
Prussia on the subject; These and many more 
equally serious and welUfoonded complaints 
were distinctly set forth by Count Krusemarck in 
his note; andthcDukeofBaissano; in reply, began 
by a sarcastic allusion to the versatile politics of 
the Prussian cabinet since- 1792 ; as if Buona-- 
parte,, since that time, bad not gone through 
more changes, exhibited moto flagrant instances 
of lying and peijury, and other iniquitous con- 
duct, more frequently than any individual -re- 
corded in history.' He stated, that it was 
contrary to Buonaparte’s justice and his heart 
to declare war merely for political convenience! 
He would have made Prussia a mediator be- 
tween France and Russia, ‘‘and would have 
consen ted to aggrandise, for thoi nterest of his sys- 
tem, and for the peace and repose of the world, 
which is his sole view, u power, whose since- 
rity had been put to the proOf.”-^uomq)krte 
would have aggrandized Prussia!'— “madeheracl 
a fine pitft,” and “ romiifest decided sentiments” 
— he did nOt suspect the duplicity of one who 
had solicited the honour of an allitmop wi^ him. 

Whilst these diplomatic arrangements be- 
tween- Russia and Prussia were proceeding, tiu 
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harassed and oonr confused commanders of the 
French armies in vain attempted to make a 
stand' at Berlin. The inhabitants manifested a 
spirit no less formidable to them than that o^ the 
enemy; and even the French confessed, that the 
first of the Rtfssian light troops thaf approached 
Berlin were conducted and reinforced by the 
young men of that capital, several of whom 
\vere killed in the skirmishes which took place 
in the subudis. 

On the 93d of February the King of Saxony 
issued iirom Dresden the subjoined proclamation, 
announcing his determination to withdraw from 
that capital. 

We, Frederick Augustus, by the Grace God, King 
of Saxony, &c. 

We find ourselves, by existing circomstances, under 
the necessity of quitting our metropolis, and retiring to 
another part of our kingdom, where we think of remaining 
so long as circumstances may require, and admit of our 
so doing. Hie political system to which we have, for 
the last six years, attached ourselves, is what thf State 
is solely indebted to for its preservation in the most 
tbreaten|Mipg^ in the^ course of that period. True 
to ouajUlimies of alliance'we still look forward with con- 
Sdencie to the haj^ result, winch, even if our wishes 
for the restoratioa of peace ahould,KmaBn unfulfilled for 
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the preseoti^e may promise ourselvea^firom thepowerfal 
assistance of our great ally^ the active support of the oon* 
federated powers, and the proved valour of our troops, 
who have covered themselves with^ gk^ in ^fighting for 
their country’s cauuse. 

Our beloved subjects will ie the surest maimer promote 
the attainment of the end wliich we have so much at 
heart; to avoid and lighten the evQs of war^ as much as^ 
possible, ''by their loyalty, constancy, and quiet conduct; 
and likewise thereby hasten the period of our reunion 
with them. 

During the whole course of our forty^five yeai^* govern- 
ment, and under all the changes of circumstances, we 
have made the welfare of the country^ and the happiness 
of our subjects, the sole object of our endeavours ; and 
have found the highest reward for all our cares, in the 
ever equal confidence and immoveable attachment of our 
people. We make ourselves assured, of receiving still 
continued proofs of these sentiments, which are most 
conspicuously shewn in times 6 ( trouble;' and we thus 
hope, with the assistance of Gvod^ sobh to return to our 
beloved subjects, and again to' employ ourselves for their 
durable welfare to the best^f our ability. 

' . i ‘ ^ . 

M ■ the officers of the kingdomroil remain, in thnr 
usu^ occupations during our absence.- YThe care of .the 
countiy’s welfare, in all occurrences and situations which 
may be produced by the state' of we have devrdved 
on an immediate council establisheii^ here ;' to winch sill 
Magistrates and subjects ^ our kintrdbm- have to ii^ply 
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under the cinaim s t m cet befere-mentj<medf end to fbllovr 
its directions insU osses. 

We agaii^ exhort onr ^hfiil subjects to support the 
ancient renown of the Saxon nation, by a peaceable and 
orderly condu^, consistent with the unalterable send* 
ments and intentions which ,heve always influenced us 
for the true praspetity of our nadve oopotiy. 

Done and given under our proper ngnatnre, and with 
the 'impression of onr royal seal, at Dresden, the 23d of 
February, 1813. 

(Signed) FREDERICK AUGUSTUS. 

« 

General Blueher, on the S3d of March, ad> 
dressed, from Buntzlan, a proclamation to the 
inhabitants of Saxony, stating that he entered 
their territory to o^Ter them a fraternal hapd, 
and calling on thom.to raise the standard of in- 
surrection against their oppressors*. 

* •• Sitfons ! — We Prussians enter your tenitoiy to ofier 
you our fraternal band. In the borth of Europe the Lord of 
hosts has held a dreadful court of jusdee, and the ,aogel of 
death has cut off 300,000 of ttM|i|t strangera by the sword. 
Amine, and coU, from that earth in. which they, int|e in- 
science of their prosperity, would hare biougbt under the 
,03u. We nunch wherever ihe Anger cC the liorddiiccu us, 
toffgbt Ar the security pf the aaek^t thronA, spd onr na- 
tional indepeDdenee. With us twines a valiant peo|de, who 
A^rc boldly^ driven back foreign oppression,, fnd* ip the, high 



In addition to this proclamation Count Wit- 
tgenstein addressed the following from Beltzig, 


feeling of its victors h^ive promised liberty to the subjugated 
nations. We bring to you the mdrmng purple of a nevr day. 
The time for shaking off a detestable yoke, whieb, during t^ 
last six years dreadfully crowed usdowu^btsatkiigth arrived. 
A new war, unluckily cqpimei^ed, and stiB saere imhappBy 
concluded, forced upon us the^peace of Tilsit; but even of 
the severest titles of that treaty^notone has been kept with us. 
Every follojuing treaty increased the hard conditions of the 
preceding .one. For this reason we have thrown o^ the 
shameful yoke, and advance to the hearUcheering combat 
for our liberty. 

** Saxons ! ye are a noble, enlightened people ! You know, 
that without independence, ail the good things of this life are, 
to noble minds, of little value-^lhat suld^ection is the greatest 
disgrace. You neither can nor will bear slavery any longer 
*-you will no longer permit a cunning and deceitful system 
df policy to carry its ambitious and depraved views into effect^ 
to demand the blood of y^ur sons, dry up the spring of your 
comn^erce, depress yonr industry, destroy the liberty of your 
press, and turn your once happy country into the theatre of 
war. Already has the Vandalism of your oppressive foreigners 
wantonly and unmercifully destroyed your most beautiful 
monument df architecture, the bridge of Dresden. Rise! 
join us^raise the standard of insurrection against foreign op- 
pressors, and be freeit 

"Your sovereign is in the poVer of foreigners, depnved of 
the freedoin of deterih!natron,deploring the steps alrOacherous 
policy forced him to take ; we ivill no more attribute them to 
him, than ckuse you to suffer for lebemr We only take the 
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on the 31st of March, to th6 people of 
Saxony. 

t 

Saxons !-^ enter your countiy cither to nuke war 
apon,.or to in conjunction with ^ for your free- 
dom and the* restoration of yonr deeded honour. 
Choose !->your choice may place your crown in danger, 
and cause your children to blush Jor the conduct of their 
.Athen!‘- 

** Look and see what passes around yon ! Sec the noble 
Prussians your neighbours. The whole nation has risen , 
in mass in their ranks the son of the ploughman is found 
by the side of the prince; all difierence of tanks is 

provinces of your country under our care for your Lord, 
which fortune, the superiority of our arms, and the valour of 
our troops, may place in our power. Supply the reasonable 
wants of our warriors, and in returD,^ expect from us the 
strictest discipline. Every application to me, the Prussian 
Genera], shall h* open to all oppreamd persons— I will hear 
complauit, examine eveiy -charge, Ad semtely punish every 
viMation of discipline. Every one, even the very meanest, 
any with confidence approach me* 1 will receive him with 
kindness. 

" The friq|||j^.*«if German mdependence wiihhy us. be oon- 
udered anfur brother; the weak-minded .wanderer we will 
ead wiJil'IcndmieM into the right road but the dishonour- 
ible, ^MpicaUe tool of fmigtf tyranny, 1 will pursue with 
h^||lioit'ri|our •s an enemy t6 our common coiintry. 

(Signed) "BLUCHER." 
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mingled t(^ether« and. disappean in the great ideas of 
liberty, honour, king, and country. There is no othex 
difference of tafents and of zeal in the great and sacred 
cause. Ldberty or death ! is the word which Frederick 
William has given; and sdemnly has his whole mag> 
naninions people sworn to conquer, or fi^ ^troithily of 
such a Prince. 

<< Saxons — Germatn~-Ohr pedigrees, our family* 
registers close with the year 1612 . The deeds of <m 
ancestors are cancelled by the hmniliation of their der 
scendants. The restoration of Germany can alone 
renovate the nobility of the race, and restore it to its 
original splendour. 

« COUNT WITGENSTEIN. 

** Head-quarters, March 81 .” 

Prince Kutusoff Smoienzk, on the S5th of 
March, issued the annexed appeal to the Ger- 
mans, in the. name of their Majesties ifte £m*« 
peror of Russia and King of P'rO^ia; which al- 
most gave a new character to the war. . In it he 
assures the world, that the sword has been un- 
sheathed by the dlies, to recover the indepen- 
dence of Eun^, *and they will g^ve a death- 
blQW to the oppressors, by^announcing, that the 
Confederation of the Ithine must be dis- 
solved. 



* While Rassia’s victtniotts warriors, Qiuted with those 
ofProssia, their allies, appear in Germany, his Majesty 
the Emperor of Russia and h^ Majesty the King of 
Prussia announce to the princes and people of Germany, 
the return of freedom and independence. They come 
only with the 'intention of helping them to reconquer 
tliose lost but inalienable blessings of nations, and of 
affording powerful protection and lasting security to the 
regeneration of a venerable ‘empire. It is this grand 
otgect alone, raised far above every selfish view, wlueb 
dictates and directs the advance of their annies. 

“These armies, under the eyes of both monarclis, and 
led on by their General, confide in the righteous dis- 
poser of events, and hope t(» be able to accomplish for 
the whole world, and irrevocably for Germany, what they 
have already so gloriously began for themselves— the de- 
struction of the most ignominious yoke. Full of this 
spirit, they march forward. Their watch-word is honour 
and independence. Let evety-German, who would still be 
thought^ worihy of that' name, unite with them heartily 
and etro^ly : let all, be they princes or nobles, or in the 
lower ranks of life, join heart and hand, with their lives 
and property in the Russian and. Prussian plans de- 
liverance. Such a disposition and $uch zeal their 
Majesties trust they are entitled to expect from every 
^rman, when they view the spirit which the victories of 
Russia have roused'in an awakened world. 

“ They invite, therefore, the faithful co-operation of 
llpy Germui Prince, aod they would gladly anticipate 
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that none of them, by proving rebellious to the German 
common weal, will expose themselves to deserved de- 
struction by the force of open hostilities. 

The Confederation of the Rhine, that deceitful fetter 
which the general disturber threw arodnd dismembered 
Germany, even to the annihilation of her ancient name^ 
can no longer be tolerated, as being the work of foreign 
constraint and the instrument of foreign influence. Their 
Majesties are confident that they only comply with the 
universal wishes of the people, when they declare, that 
the dissolution of this confederation must be considered 
as one of their most settled determinations. 

<< Herewith at the same time is the relation declared, in 
which his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias is de- 
sirous of standing with regard to renovated Germany, and 
to its internal constitution. 

As he washes to see the annihilationipf foreign in- 
fluence, that relation can be nothing else than extending 
a protecting hand over a work, the full completion of 
which can only be. accomplished by the princes and 
people of Germany. The more firmly the foundations 
and the superstructure of this work arise out of, the 
national spirit of the German people, the more powerfully, 
and the more unitecUy, will permany shine forth among 
the nations of Europe. 

*^In fine his Majesty and his allies, between whom the 
most complete understanding prevails with regard to the 
herein declared resolutions and views, are determined 
VOL. I. S * 
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preservingly to devote their strongest efforts to the 
glorious object of delivering Germany from a foreign 
yoke. 

“Let France, who is beauteous and strong in herself, 
occupy herself, ' in future, in promoting their internal 
welfare ! No foreign power intends disturl)ing it — no 
hostile attempt shall be made upon her rightful frontiers. 
But be it known to France, that the other powers are 
solicitous of conquering lasting tranciuillity for their 
subjects 5 and that they will ntU lay down their arms, 
until the foundation of the independence of every 
European State has been established and secured.” 

An Address was issued at Kouingslicrg, on 
the 12th of March, from the Saxon, Bavarian, 
and Rhenish officers, who, in joining “ the 
Army of the North of Germany,” sunk all 
petty local distinctions in the bond of a common 
patriotism. “ We are Germans,” said they ; 
this single word included every thing. The 
moment seemed to be arrived when Germany 
could raise Iict depressed head, wh(*n she might 
hope to throw off the slavish yoke of France; — 
even in those parts where the enemy still kept 
his footing, a general lipirit was rising, which 
promised to reconquer* the lost honour and free- 
dom of Germany : — and with manly cdhfidence 
they concluded — “ Posterity will not a.sk, in 
what service we were engaged, but tor what 
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.cause we fought ; whether for Germany and hu- 
man nature, or for tyranny and France.” It 
was upon this deep, in-wrought feeling of what 
is due to common origin and common wrongs — 
upon this sacred love of country^ and indigna- 
tion against Buonaparte, that the best hopes of 
the Continent were built. Cold calculations of 
interest — mild treating with the rapacious plun- 
derers of all for the restitution of a part, could 
neverarrest thegiant strideof universal despotism. 
Nations must rise as one man ; and they ap- 
peared to be so rising. Prussia became one 
great camp ; the cabinet intriguers vanished ; 
the Generals, known by their resolute opposi- 
tion to French influence, w'ere invested with 
new and really effectual powers ; th^ whole 
country between the Elbe and the Oder w’as 
divided into four military districts, under the 
command of L’Estocq, Tauenzien, Massenbach, 
and Gotzen ; the militia was called out ; the 
levy en masse was preparing; volunteers enrolled 
themselves on all sides ; no less than 20,000 of 
the militia were collected at Koningsberg, be- 
sides a reserve of 10,000, and the national 
enthusiasm was universally directed to one 
great object. 

The King of Prussia, on the 20th of March, 
1813, published an edict concerning the abolition 
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of the so-called Continental system, and thff 
duties henceforward to be collected on goods 
hereafter to be imported by sea. 13y this edict 
^he ships and goods of all friendly and neutral 
nations were freely permitted to enter into his 
harbours and territories, without airy exception 
or difference. All French goods, either produce 
or manufactures, were totally prohibited, not 
only for use, but likewi.se to pass through his 
territories, or those occupied by his armies. 

The so-denominated Cdntinental impost was 
taken off, and exclusive of the consumption ex- 
cise to be especially paid on foreign goods en- 
tered inwards by .sea for home consumption, 

there ^as directed to be levied the heretofore 

« 

established import and transit duty, as it was 
previous to the establishment of the Continental 
impost in the year 1810, which duty was to be 
collected on the gross weight, but only to con- 
tinue so long as the increased exjienses arising 
from the war carrying on for the liberation of 
Germany shoyld render it necessary; 

♦ * . . . 

The French troops quitted Berlin in the night 

of* the 3d of March, and Tchernicheff arrived in 
that city at five o’clock of the following morning. 
At noon, between twelve and one o’clock, both 
infantry arui artillery entered. The entry was 
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performed in peace and good order, amid a great 
concourse of people, and the Russian troops 
were received with kindness and hospitality. 
The three detachments which were in the ad- 
vance under the orders of Major-Generals 
TchernichefF and Berkendorf, and Colonel Tet- 
tenborne, as well as part of the cavalry of the 
a(K'anced-guard,and some Cossacks, precipitately 
pursued the enemy, and several petty engage- 
ments took place in the neighbouring villages, 
especially at Stcglitz, from whence the Russians 
sent several prisoners into Berlin.. 

On the 11th of March, Count Witgenstein 
made his public entry into that city, and was 
received with the greatest enthusiasm. 


After the Grand French Army, (including 
the division of General Grenier, amounting to 
a0,000 men, which in the beginning of January 
had hastened from Italy to its support,) had 
been reduced by several severe engagements 
with the Cossacks to about 1 8,000 m,en,* and 
quitted Berlin to lay the basis of future operations 
in a more solid manner behind the Elbe, General 
Morand, who kept possession of Swedish 



Pomerania with about 9500 men, and who, 
according to instructions, was to have maintained 
himself there at all events, put himself in march 
to follow the Grand Army, whose left wing he 
formed under the name of the Army of Pome- 
rania. On his march he was joined by the 
Custom-House officers established there; the 
cavalry was about fifty men strong: theartilldfy 
consisted of eighteen pieces. 

Baron Von Tettenborne, Colonel-Comman- 
dant of a corps of General Witgenstciii's divi- 
sion of the army, marched with his corps in the 
direction of Hamburg ; his van-guard was at 
Luneberg when Morand, on the 13th of March, 
entered into Mollen. Sotne parties of Cossacks 
that had been detached in front, and who ap- 
peared opposite Mollen, caused the Army of 
Pomerania to halt, and induced General Morand 
to feraain there for the dav, and in the night to 
march to Bergedorf, where he was met by the 
11th Military Division^ and the Custom-House 
officers stationed in Hamburg. General Morand 
made a feint of marahing from Bdrgedorf to 
Hamburg, but was prevented by the Danish 
troops ; 3^ of whom, with a numerous ar- 
tillery, were stationed on the borders to maintain 
their neutrality. 
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Jt now appeared to l>e General Morand’s in- 
tention to take a position in Bergedorf and the 
V’ierlandeii, and for this purpose he garrisoned 
Eschenhurg, a place situated a German mile to- 
wards Lauenhurg, witli .500 men and 8 pieces of 
artillery. From Eschenburg to ]3ergedorf it is 
one continued defile, where cavalry is totally 
uselc'ss, and from this defile to the Elbe it is a 
morassy country, cut through with innumerable 
canals ; arid possibly General Morand had cal- 
culated on being able to keep this post ; but the 
regiments of Cossacks pushed forward by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Berkendorft’, Commander of the 
van-guard, fell in with the enemy, when some 
volunteers immediately dismounted, and by con- 
tinued skirmishing, kept Ihe enemy employed 
till late in the night. Meanwhile a detachment 
of Cossacks were sent by a bye-road to Berge- 
dorf, who had driven the enemy’s piquets into 
the torvn, and put every thing in alarm. After 
three such attacks, ^General Morand deemed the 
whole position untenable, and, at break of day, 
he marched to the Custom House store, from 
whence all the baggage had, in the course of the 
night, been sent across the Elbe. Colonel Von 
Tettenborne immediately caused the enemy to be 
pursued from Bergedoff, as far as Eschenburg: 
at a mile’« distance from the Custom House 
store, the enemy made a staiA on a cross-dam. 
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and placed a battery of 6 guns against the only 
dam by which he could be approached. The 
Cossacks kept up a fire of musketry, but could 
make- no impression on the enemy, by reason of 
his advantageous situation. Colonel Von Tet- 
tenbornc, noteyithstandingthe apparent disadvan- 
tage of the position, then caused a piece of artil- 
lery to be brought up. This gun, notwithstand- 
ing the very brisk fire kept up by the enemy with 
such a superior force of artillery, produced a de- 
cisive mortal eff<‘ct on the French, who retreated 
with the utmost expi'dition. The Cossacks 
pursued them with rapidity, and did not allow 
them time to carry ofl' the artillery, which was 
already put on board some craft, fhe enemy’s 
convoy escaped in small boats, leaving 6 pieces 
of cannon behind them, which the Cossacks im- 
mediately made themselves masters ol'. 

In the meantime Colonel I familton. Governor 
of Heligoland, in coiiseijuence of the efl'eot 
which the glorious success of the Russian arms 
produced, and the favourable reports from dill’er- 
ent parts of the Hanoverian coast, dilermined 
immediately to take every step, \vhich aniucon- 
ittderable force at his disposal would admit of, to 
promote the great and j list cause. 

Lieutenant Banks proceeded with 8 gun-brigs. 
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reinforced by 2 serjeants and 30 veterans, to 
Cuxhaven, from which the French had departed 
with great expedition, after destroying all their 
gun -boats and dismounting the guns from the 
strong works constructed for the defence of the 
harbour. On a summons from Lieutenant 
Ranks, the castle of Ritzenbuttle, and batteries of 
Cuxhaven were surrendered, to be at the disposal 
of his Majesty, by the burghers, and the British 
and Hamburg flags were immediately dis- 
played. 

Major Kentzinger, ati officer perfectly quali- 
fied for- such a mission, was sent to Cuxhaven, 
having received instructions ,to communicate 
as soon as possible with the Russian General 
and the senate of Hamburg; and this officer 
was immediately followed by a detachment from 
the Sth Royal Veteran Battalion, and a supply 
of all the arms, &c. which were not actually em- 
ployed by the garrison of Heligoland. 

The Hanoverians, 'who had been so long op- 
pressed, displayed every where the British co- 
lours and G. R. qpou their habitations. In the 
Weser, the inhabitants of that part of the country 
assembled in considerablb number§, and took 
the strong and important battery and works at 
Bremerlee ; and a corps of about 1 500 French 
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having assembled in its vicinity, which threat- 
ened to retake the battery, application was made 
immediately to Major Kentzinger for assistance, 
who having left Cuxhaven with a party of the 
soldiers in waggons, was met by those brave and 
grateful ment, who gave him the pleasing intelli- 
gence that the enemy had marched off in great 
haste, in consequence of the landing of the Bri- 
' tish troops, which were reported to amount to a 
considerable number. 

Baron do Tettenborne entered Hamburg on 
the ISth of March, amidst the acclamations and 
every demonstration of joy on the part of the ci- 
tizens. In consequence of this happy event the 
ancient-government was restored. Colonel Tet- 
tenborne' published addresses to the inh-abitants 
of the left banks of the Lower Kibe and to the. 
inhabitants of the city of Lubec, exhorung 
thev to take up arms in this sacred war,-:-tei' 
ling them they knew the fate of the French 
grand army, which had been entirely destroyed 
on the plains of Russia, — and assuring them that 
powerful armies were hastening to their supjwrt. 
The most honourable employment, obs^ved Oe- 
ieral Tettenborne, now was to draw the sword, 
tmd drive fiir away from the German territory, 
those foreigners, who had already been pursued 
above 1900 miles by the victorious Russian ar- 
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mies. “ Shame and disgrace fall ou every one, 
who in these eventful times, when the struggle 
is for the greatest blessings of the human race, 
can sit with his arms folded.” There was also 
a notification published, signed by Baron Tet- 
tenboriie, for the raising of a volunteer corps in 
Hamburg, Lubec, and Bremen, to bear the 
name of “ The Hanseatic Legion,” and form a 
part of the army of the North of Germany. 

Of a detachment of veterans sent by Colonel 
Hamilton toCuxhaven, a party consisting of 1 
lieutenant, 3 serjeants, and 25 men, marched 
to Bremerlee to occupy the battery at that place, 
and to afford some support to the insurgent pea- 
santry. The enemy collected a force of 5 or 
6000 men at Bremen, and on the 24th a detach- 
ment of about 700 marched rapidly upon Bre- 
merlee, dispersed the peasants, and forced the 
bridge, which was bravely defended by a part of 
the 1st Veteran Battalion, under Lieutenant 
Baurmcister. This officer and 12 or 14 of his 
men were killed. The enemy then attacked the 
battery where the rest of the Veterans, and a 
body of peasantsy*were stationed. These peo- 
ple capitulated, in the hope of saving their lives. 
The French spared 6 or 7 of the British Vete- 
rans, but massacre every one of the peasants. 



I'Ik'V then pillaged the town, and returned 
hastily to Bremen. The French sustained some 
loss in forcing the bridge, and 21 of the V'ctc- 
rans, and about as many of the peasants, were 
killed in this affair. 

On the 2d of 'April, General Morand, who 
had retired to Bremen, again marched as far as 
Tollstadt, three miles from llarbura:; whence, 
after remaining five days and receiving a rein- 
forcement, he advanct'd upon Luneberg with 
about .‘J.ilOO men, and 12 piect:s of artillery, and, 
dislodging a piquet of Co.ssacks. took possession 
of that town. The cavalry of ( uMieral ’’I'etten- 
bornc’s army having followed the enemy’s move- 
ment, he communicated this information to Ge- 
neral Dornberg, who, conjointly with the corps 
of General Tchernicheff, had passe<l the Kibe at 
Lentzen. These two Generals having advanced 
upon Luneberg by forced marches, arrived there 
at the moment when Tettenborne’s Cossacks 
were engaged with . the enemy. Their sudden 
appearance, as well as that of Colonel Berken- 
dorif, threw confusion into the ranks of the 
enemy, who, surrounded on* every side, were 
overwhelmed at all points. The inhmtry stormed 
two gates of the town with the bayonet, and the 
fighting continued for some time in the streets 
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with the greatest desperation. Several pierces of 
cannon and many prisoners fell into the hands of 
the Russians. 


Ainon^ the important writings circulated with 
the view of inducing all friends of liberty and 
the laws to throw off the yoke of despotism, and 
demand their just prerogatives, an address * of 

LOUIS XVIII. &c. &c. 

The moment is at length arrived, when Divine Providence 
appears ready to break in pieces the instrument of its wrath. 
The Usurper of the throne of 8t. Louis, the devastator of Eu- 
rope, experiences reverses in his turn. Shall they have no 
other effect but that of aggravating the calamities of France ; 
and will she not dare to overturn an odious power, no longer 
protected by the illusions of victory ? what prejudices, or 
what fears, can now prevent her from throwing herself into 
the arms of her King ; and from recognising in the establish- 
ment of his legitimate authority, the only pledge of union, 
peace, and happiness, which his promises ha^ e so often gua- 
ranteed to his oppressed subjects ? 

Being neither able, nor inclined to obtain, but by their 
efforts, that throne which his rights and their affection can 
alone confirm, what wishes should be adverse to those which 
be has invariably entertained? what doubt can be started with 
regard to his paternal intentions ? 
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■Louis XVIII. to the people of France, was at 
this period published and oirculalcxl on the Con- 
tinent. 

The King has said in his prccctling declarations, and he 
reiterates the assurance, the Administrative and Judicial Bo- 
dies shall be maintaioedf in the plenitude of their ))o\vers; that 
he will preserve their places to iliose who at present hold them, 
and who shall take the oath of fklelity to him ; that the tri- 
bunals, depositaries of the laws, shall prohibit all pros-cnitions 
bearing relation to those unhappy tinus of which hi.s 'return 
will have forever sealed the oblivion; that, in fine, the cckIo 
polluted by the name Napoleon, but w hich, for the most part, 
contains only the ancient ordinances and ciistoins of the realm, 
shall remain in force, with the exception of enactments con- 
trary to the doctrines of religion, w hich, as well as the liberty 
of the people, has long been subjecteil to the caprice of thr 
tyrant. 

The Senate, in which are seated some men so justly distin- 
guished for their talents, and whom so many services may 
render illustrious in the eyes of France, and of posterity, — 
that corps, whose utility and importance can never be duly 
appreciated till afler the restoration, — can it fail to perceive 
the glorious destiny which summons it, to become the first in- 
strument of that great benefaction, which will prove the most 
solid, as well as the most honourable guarantee of its existence 
and its prerogatives ? 

On the subject of property, the King, who has already an- 
nounced his intention to employ the most proper means for 
conciliating the interests of all, perceives in the numerous 
settlements, which have taken place between tlie olA and 
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Some admirable proclamations were also 
addressed to the inhabitants of the North 
of Germany by Count Witgenstein*, in the 

the new landholders, the means of rendcrin<5 those cares al- 
most superfluous. He engages, however, to ifiterdict all pro- 
ceedings by the .tribunals, contrary to such settlements, — to 
encourage voluntary arrangements, and, on the part of himself 
and his family, to set the example of all those sacrifices which 
may contribute to the repose of France, and the sincere union 
of all Frenchmen. 

The King has guaranteed to the army the maintenance of 
tlie ranks, employments, pay, and appointments, which it at' 
present enjoys. He promises also to the generals, officers, 
and soldiers, who shall signalize themselves in support of his 
cause, rewards more substantial, distinctions more honour- 
able, than any they can receive from an Usurper, — always 
ready to disown, or even to dread their services. The King 
binds himself anew to abolish that pernicious conscription 
w hich ilestroys the happiness of families, and the hope of the 
countr}'. 

Such always have been, such still are, the intentions of the 
King. His re-establishment on the throne of his ancestors 
will be for France only the happy transition from, the calami- 
ties of a war which tyranny perpetuates, to the blessings of a 
solid peace, for which foreign powers can never find any se- 
curity but ill the word of the legitimate Sovereign. 

Hartwe//, Feb. 1 SI 3, L. 

» 

The following is an accurate account of the funily of 
this officer. 



name of Alexander the Liberator, the title'justly 
given to the Emperor of Russia. In these, Ge- 
neral Witgenstcin spoke in a language which 

The father of Count Wiip^enstcin entered the Russian ser- 
vice, and was I jeutenaut-Gencral under the Empress (Cathe- 
rine II., beinjc employed most honourably in the wars durin*; 
that reign. He was descended from the family of WitgcMi- 
stein, the eldest branch of wiiich ranks amongst Princes of 
theGcrmau Empire, and bears that title. He was first mar- 
ried to a CounUss Einkenstein, also of a princely hf»use in 
Germany ; and his second wife was a Rus.'^ian Princc.ss I)olg<»- 
rouky, by whom he had no chiidren. The present Count 
•Witgenstcin, his son by the first wife, was with his father in 
Little Russia till he had reached his Idth year, when he was 
brought to Petersburg, and educated in ’the house of Field- 
Marshal Count Soltykofi) with his own three son.**, amongst 
whom the Count Alexander is considered as an eminent states- 
man. The Field- Marshal, who is still alive, was charged at 
that time w ith the education of the present Emperor and thr 
Grand Duke Constantine, The father fif ('ount Witgenstein 
had estates giveu him, for his services in Podolia, which an 
now in the possession of the son, w ho likew ise acquireii some 
property by his marriage w ith a lady of the naine^of .Snarsky, 
in the Government ofVitepsk. Both these estates are of eon- 
Hiderable value, though their revenue is not adequate to the 
present station of the Count, nor to the niimhcr of his family, 
consisting of six sons and one daughter. His late services 
have been rewarded by a liberal pension from the Crow n. 
Ever since the beginning of his military career he has been 
remarked as one of the best ofiicers in the Russian service 

* f 

and now he is adored as a hero by liis soldiers, and equally rc- 
spected*by his country. 
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could not fail to have a decisive effect upon the 
minds of all classes and descriptions of the na- 
tives of Germany. Every feeling of patriotism 
was roused into action by these animated ap- 
peals, which struck upon every chord of the hu- 
man heart responsive to the call offreedom, and 
all the endearing remembrances connected with 
the name of country. The title of Conqueror, 
disclaimed by the Emperor of Russia, was sui- 
perseded by the amiable designation of Libera- 
tor, and in his name the Germans were promised 
the restoration of their ancient laws and cus- 
toms, and of their lawful Princes. Wherever 
an opportunity offered, the spirit of the people 
was displayed in a manner which forcibly indi- 
cated the universal detestation of the French, 
excited by their cruelty and oppression.— A 
striking instance of this occurred at Dresden. 
The corps of Gen. Regnier, loOO infantry strong, 
and as many Saxons, enters that city in the be- 
ginning of March, besides 1000 cavalry, and made 
preparations to keep off* the Russians as long as 
possible. It was rumoured that the French had 
undermined the ffne bridge. This occasioned a 
great fermentation ; and on the 9th, seeing these 
preparations continued, the people threw the im- 
plements into the Elbe.— This gave rise to a ge- 
neral insurrection, and in the night the populace 
besieged the mine that had been made. The 

VOL. I. T ■ 
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whole night passed in invectives against the 
French. On the 10th the numbers increased, 
and the discontent grew louder against the 
enemy. A French officer who was giving some 
directions was seized, and would have been 
thrown into the Elbe had not some persona in- 
terceded for him. In the afternoon sundry ex- 
cesses happened, and all the preparations made 
to mine the bridge were df'stroyed. The mine 
was then filled up with stones, amid-^t the cries 
of “ Long live .\lexandor*.’ 

The King of Pr is.sia now placed Lieut. -(h n. 
Von D'York and his corps d’armee I'nder the di- 
rection ofCount Witgenst. in. 'I he !a: t<-r imme- 
diately issued the subjoined Ora r of the ba, 
to the Royal Prussian corps under the comnumd 
of the Lieutenant-General Von D’York. 

" It has pleaded his Royal Majesty the King of Prussia 
TO join all his troops under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Von D’York to my corps. 

“ The command of so greatly-disiingi ished warriors is 

« It is said that an officef drew his sword to quell the mob, 
when one of the peoplecried Out—" Saxons, will you kill your 
own countrymen ? kill, the Frenchmen rather f" Instantly 
ail the cavalry sheathed their swords. 
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in every res|>ect flattering and honourable to me, and a 
security for the success of the good cause in which I bear 
my sword. 

Our nations have been friends for more than 50 years; 
a dark interval of a few months, brought about by impe- 
rious circumstances, has only more animated the friendly 
sentiments of both our great Sovereigns towards each 
cthc , and drawn still closer the ties existing between 
their people, llitre is but one, one only, great interest 
vVivjh connects us. It is the strife of liberty, of virtue, 
^jainst the enemy of the independence of all nations. 
■\hot you, valiant Prussians, have done against us, 
tln ocgh tin real feeling of duty, though contrary to your 
hotter 1 rnnv?eJge, is pro-ed by the history of the last 
oain|):iigu, Ly our own tes^^imony. You will be uncon- 
»l joiablo, now that you can join this sense of duty to the 
I conviction that you fight for the independence of 
your natne country, and your king, and for your own 


Voble Prussian Warriors, let us in fraiernal love and 
unity, proceed onward to the attainment of the greatest 
end for which armies were ever united. Our*s is the very 
singular happiness of serving two Princes who have drawn 
the sword for the liappiness and independence of their 
nations, and for the* salvation of Europe; — ^two nations 
but by name, no trifling interests of common life will 
part us in our sacred combat. ‘Without jealousy— with- 
out any personal concern intervening — ^we will jointly 
conquer the laurels with which, after our work is com- 
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pleted, the gratitude of liberated nations will form our 
wreaths. 


(Signed) « Count VON WITGENSTEIN. 
“ Head-Quarters, at Berlin, March 18 , 1813 , 

The Silesian army also was put in motion, 
and the command of it given to General Bluchcr, 
whose van-guard immediately entered Saxony. 
In East Prussia, and in Pomerania, Generals 
Von Billow and Borstell were actively employed 
in orffanizing the volunteers, who hastened in 
crowds to join their standard ; ahd, in short, 
from one end of the Prussian monarchy to the 
other, the national spirit was roused, and the So- 
vereign felt himself irresistibly borne forward in 
the career of honour, by the united impulse of a 
whole people. The King of Prussia made every 
exertion to raise, in all part* of the Continent, 
the spirit of insurrection against the French: 
he perceived the advantages that had resulted 
from the fervent and animating addresses of the 
Emperor Alexander, and wherever an opportu- 
nity offered he profited of the like measure. In 
consequence of this pv)litical view, he issued on 
the 6th of April, from Breslaw, the following 
proclamation to the inhabitants of the former 
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Prussian German provinces, reded by the treaty 
of Tilsit. 

“ It was neither by my choice, nor your defaults, that 
you my formerly so beloved and faithful subjects, were 
torn from my paternal heart. The force of events brought 
on the peace of Tilsit, by which we were separated. But 
even that convention, like all others since made with 
France, was broken by our enemies. They themselves 
have by their infidelity released us from our connection 
with them; and God, by the victories of our powerful al- 
lies, has prepared the liberation of Germany. 

Neither arc you, from that moment when my faith- 
ful people flew to arms for me, for themselves, and for 
you, any longer tied by that compulsive oath which bound 
you to your new ruler. To you, I therefore speak in the 
same language as I did to my beloved people concerning 
the cause and object of the present war. 

* • 

You have now again the same claim to my affection, 
and I to yonr obedience. Again joined to my people, 
you will share the same dangers, but you will likewise 
partake of the same reward and equal glory. I depend 
upon your attachment; our native country relies on your 
strength. Join yonr youths to my warriors, who have 
lately renewed the glory of the Prusssian anus. Seize 
your swords, and form yonr insurrectioiud levy, according 
to the examples of your n6ble brethren, whom with just 
pride I call my subjects. Pay unconditional obedience 



to the official persons that 1 shall send to you to inform 
you of my commands and direct your strength — men who' 
have heretofore lived and acted with you in confidence, 
and to your benefit. 

“ Then, when you shall have fought with us for our 
mutual country, when hy your mutual exertions you shall 
have assisted in establishing our independence, and 
proved that you are worthy of your ancestors, and of the 
Prussian name, then will futurity heal the wounds in- 
flicted by times past, and we shall find the happiness that 
has been lost to us in the conviction of a mutually faithful 
attachment, and in the undisturbed enjoyment of liberty 
and peace. 

“ Given at Breslaw, the (Jth of .^pril. 

(Signed) “ FREDERICK WILLIA.M.” 

On the 15th of March the Emperor Alexander 
made his solemn ejitry into Breslaw, having been 
met, at sixteen miles distance, by the King aiul 
Royal Family of Prussia, and the assembled 
nobles from every part of the country. Un- 
feigned joy was expressed at his arrival by all 
ranks of people. Four days previously to this, 
a ceremony scarcely less interesting had taken 
place at Berlin, when Count VVitgenstein, as 
{ilready stated, attended by Prince Henry of Prus- 
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sia, entered that capital, so lately occupied by a 
French garrison. The joy of the inhabitants of 
Berlin was enhanced by the gratifying contrast. 

Count Witgenstein expressed his patriotic 
feelings in several admirable Proclamations to 
the inhabitants of Hanover, Brunswick, Hesse- 
Cassel, and the adjacent countries. — “ Brave 
and generous Germans,” observed the gallant 
Count, “ will you suffer me alone to fulfil the 
honourable commission entrusted to me by my 
mighty Emperor ; or has your slaveiy' not yet so 
far debased you, but that you are sfill capable 
of feeling the emotions of revenge against your 
shameless oppressors, and will, in junction with 
me, reach the beautiful and appointed end in 
view ?” — In like manner Baron Tettenborne ad- 
dressed himself to the citizens of the Hanseatic 
States. 

It was a subject of gratification that the spirit 
of nationality, which Buonaparte had thought 
he could for ever extinguish by his decrees and 
false statements, still lived and blazed out the 
more fiercely from its late suppression. , “ Ye 
were . Germans,” said Count Witgenstein, in 
one of his addresses, “ but ye have been forced 
to become Frenchmen.” He who does not feel 
such a compulsory 'abjuration of his country as 
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the bitterest df injuries and insults, does not <le> 
serve the name of man. Throughout Gefntiany 
this cutting thought began to produce its proper 
and natural fruit, — an emotion of vengeance, 
which when sanctioned by honour and justice 
constitutes an essential ingredient in human 
nature, and whicli must be reckoned upon 
as one of the most important features of these 
sanguinary campaigns. Even in Dresden, as 
before observed, the capital of an Ally still <le- 
voted to the cause of Buonaparte — in Dresden, 
menaced by the approach of the Russians, and 
occupied by a French Marshal, the Prince of 
Eckrnuhl, the people had dared to shew their 
Genuau spirit, by resolutely opposing the dc* 
struction of their tM^autiful bridge, 680 paces 
long, which was so ornamental and so useful to 
their city, and one of the hand.somest in Ger- 
many. The larger part of this city, which is on 
the North of the EUm', was occupied by the 
Russians, whilst Davoust withdrew to the new 
town on the South side of the river. 


According t6 the dispositions made by Gene- 
ral Witgenstein on the left bank of the £]l>e. tlie 
^ree flyiug corps, the flrst of which was under 
the command of General Vo'ii Dornberg, the se- 
cond under ^'^on Tchcrnicheir, and the third. 
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under Von Tettenborne, were to precede the 
army, and to pass the Elbe between Hamburg 
and Magdeburg. 

Whilst preparations were making for the pas- 
sage at ferchland, Havelberg, Sandau, Werben, 
Lentzen, &c. the French army concentrated 
in the vicinity of Magdeburg, and strength- 
ened itself by a part of the troops which were 
in the vicinity of Dresden and Leipzig. Its 
left wing consisted of three considerable corps, 
which were encamped near Luberitz and Sten- 
dal, in the neighbourhood of Gardeleben, and 
the whole army was under the command of 
Marshals Davoust and Victor. 

General Von Dornberg arrived first at Havel- 
berg, and afterwards on the gCth of March crossed 
the Elbe at the village of Guitjobel, opposite to 
Werben, with his corps. On the g8th of 
March, the enemy, four or five thousand strong, 
aj)j)roached from Arnebci^, and by their supe- 
riority of force, obliged that corps to quit the 
town of Werben, and re-cross the Elbe. The 
(^orps lost in this affair only one officer and 
iiightcen dragoons, who had remained too long 
at Werben. 

Meanwhile thg corps of General Tchemicheff 
arrived at Havelberg from Genthin, and this 
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General held a council of war with the other 
two Generals, Von Dornberg and Von derken> 
dorflf, concerning the future operations ; in con- 
sequence of which, General Von Tchernicheff 
first passed the Elbe with his corps at the Saiui- 
kruge, and took possession of Seehausen and 
Lichterfeld, to secure the passage of the corps of 
Von Dornberg. 

Scarcely were the needful dispositions iriatle, 
when Major Coun| V’on Puschkin, who was 
posted with a regiment of Cossacks at Lichter- 
feld, was attacked by three battalions of Prencli 
infantry and 200 cavaliy, with two pieces of 
artillery. This officer successfully ki’pt the 
enemy employed, until a regiment of cavalry ot 
the division of the Col. Baron Von Fahlen came 
to his support. Both these regiments now at- 
tacked the enemy, drove him back to VV''erben, 
and made two officers and sixty men prisoners. 
The vicinity of the enemy rendered it advisable 
that General Von Dornberg, on crossing the^ 
river a second time, should not pass at Sandknige. 
but somewhat lower down, near Lentzen, which 
he accordingly did, on the 31st of March. Upon 
fliathe following disposition was made: General 
Sl^ntM^rg’s iiiiantry marched to Danneberg. 
the cayalry under General Von BerkendorflT to 
f mcliiiilll and the corps of Gcnttral Von Tchemi- 
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cheff towards Wustrau. — ^The latter had, to 
secure this motion, detached two regiments of 
Cossacks, under the command of Colonel Von 
WlasofF, to Seehausen, with orders to follow 
tlje other, corps by the way of Arensee and 
Salzwedel, to oppose the enemy posted between 
Stendal and Gardelegen. No sooner was this 
position taken, than Generals Von Dornberg 
and Tchernicheff’ were informed that General 
Morand, with a corps of upwards of 3000 
iniantry, 11 cannon, and 300 cavalry, was press- 
ing Ibrward by tlie way of Tottstadt to Lune- 
l;erg, to punish the inhabitants of that town, 
ibr having dared to take up arms, and with the 
assistance of fifty Cossacks of the corps of 
(ieneral Tettenborne, drove away a squadron of 
I’lvnch cavalry, which w’ished to take posses- 
sion of the town. The commanding Generals 
then resolved on hastening to Luneberg, to pro- 
tect the brave inhabitants from the tate which 
tlireatened them. In consequence of the troops 
luiving made a forced march of ten German 
(forty English) miles in twenty-four hours, the 
corps of Dornberg and Tchernicheft* could not 
arrive at Breiteusteib and Bienenbuttel until the 
2d of April, in the morning, twelve hours after 
tile entry of the French into Lunebeig. Here 
tliey were informed, that on this very forenoon 
several executions v^xe to take place in Lurfe- 
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berg, and that a number of victims were again 
to attest the tyranny of the oppressors of Ger- 
many. They, therefore, determined to attack 
the city on the moment, and for which they 
made the following dispositions: 

r 

The Colonel Baron Von Pahlen was ordered 
by General Von Tchernichetf to surround the 
town on the loft bank of the Eimenau with two 
regiments of Cossacks, there to commence the 
attack, and endeavour to draw the attention of 
the enemy from the point of the main attack, 
intended to be made on the right bank of the 
Eimenau. 

General Tchemicheff caused, in the mean- 
while, the position of Jiicnenbuttel to be strongly 
garrisoned, it being of the greatest importance to 
the enemy for surrounding the Russian corps. 
General Dornberg had likewise the foresight to 
detach a regiment of Cossacks to Dallenbnrg, 
to cover the roads to Danneberg, Gartono, and 
Luchow, and guard the passage over the Netze 
with one company of infantry and a cannon. 
Scarcely had these two corps approached the 
towoi, op the right bank of the Elmenaii, within 
the distance of two cannon shot, and drawn 
themselves up in order, under cover of the 
bushes and hedges, than vColonel Baron Von 
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Pahlen, with great skill, commenced the attack 
on the other side with the expected success. 
The enemy went against him with two battalions 
of infantry and three piecesof artillery, with intent 
tocuthimoff from theroad to Bienenbuttel. Both 
partiesencounteredatthisplace, and charged each 
other briskly. Generals Von Dornberg, Von Ben- 
kendorff, and Von Tchemicheff, now caused on 
their side the cavalry to advance in such a man- 
ner, that Von Benkendorff led the right and 
Tchemicheff the left wing. The enemy, who 
was in total igtmrance of the strength of the 
Russian and Prussian corps, and imagined that 
he had only to act against a few Cossacks, was 
hereby surprized: he, however, detached a 
battalion of infantry, with two cannon, and 
150 cavalry on this side. This cavalry was im- 
mediately attacked, and defeated by Colond 
Von Bedraga, and the two cannon were likewise 
cut off from the town and taken. 

At the same time General Von Dornbeig, at 
the head of the Prussian battalion of infantry, 
commanded by Major Von Borke, and cavalry 
commanded by General Von Berkendorff, rushed 
on the enemy’s battalion* and drove it along the 
bridge, close under the town, on the right bank 
of the Elmenau. The Russian battalion of 
infantry, under the command of Major Von 



Essen, at the same time attacked them on the 
left bank of the Eimenau, and General Von 
Tchernicheff supported those movements with 
two pieces of artillery, and made an attack at 
the head of his cavalry. The Russian and Pros- 
sian infantry found the gates, the walls, and even 
the houses in the town defended by the enemy’s 
infantry. The situation of the place was favour- 
able for making a vigorous resistance, and hero 
one of the most obstinateandbloodyeiigageraenLs 
took place. Russians and Prussians emulating 
each other, covered themselves with glory, and 
the artillery, which was not more than 100 paces 
distant from that of the enemy, caused great 
devastation in the streets of the town. 

The dispositions made by General Dornberg, 
during the eneagemciit, were exceedingly skil- 
ful. General Tchernicheff, at the head of his 
Hussars, broke into the town almost at the same 
time with the enemv’s tirailleurs, and on this 

«r 

Occasion the brave Major Count Von Puschkin 
was killed by a cartridge ball. 

At length the Prussians first succeeded, after 
the battle had continued with the greatest 
’obstinacy at the entrance of the town for more 
than tvko hours, to possess themselves of another 
gate, and to make way for Gentfral Berkendorflf's 
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cavalry, and the rest of General Tchernicheff’s 
cavalry. This forced the enemy to quit the 
town, which he did in such haste, that one of 
his battalions being dut oiT, was obliged to re> 
main there. The Russian corps was so weak 
in infantry, that this battalion could not be im- 
mediately subdued, almost all the troops being 
employed in the pursuit of the enemy. Mean- 
while, Colonel Baron Von Pahlen profited of 
this moment w'ith the greatest ability, drawing 
the regiment of Cossacks sent him by General 
Tettenbome to his assistance, and manoeuvred 
conjointly with Generals Dornberg and Tcher- 
iiicheff’s cavalry in such a manner, that the 
enemy was closed in on all sides. They 
now despaired of success, but nevertheless 
formed into three squares, and determined 
on defending themselves to the last. A brisk 
fire of musketry now commenced, as the batta- 
lion which was there cut off, being discovered 
by the Russian Yagers, made a desperate attack 
with the bayonet ; but this was the enemy’s last 
effort, who being mowed down by the Russian 
and Prussian fire of grape-shot, saw there was 
no possibility of espape, andhlaid down their arms 
at all points. The result of this day's victory 
was nine pieces of artillery* (four of which were 
taken by the corps of General Dornberg, four by 
that of General Tchejnicheff, and one by General 
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Tettenborne's Cossacks) two of the aforesaid 
guns, and two pair of colours, were presented to 
General Tchernichcff by Colonel V'on Pahlen, 
and he received a third pair of colours by the 
Finland regiment of Dragoons, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Von Krose. Among the pri- 
soners was the Commander of the Corps, and 
General of Division, Morand, wlio was severely 
wounded ; and besides him the Chief of his 
General Staff, De Lourde, the Saxon Colonel 
Von Eberstein, Colonel Poisy, and all the offi- 
cers of the General Staff. In the whole the 
Russians took upwards of 100 officers and 2200 
privates, prisoners. 

The zeal and assiduity, combined with judg- 
ment, evinced by the Generals in this first battle 
of the Combined Russian and Prussian troops 
on the left bank ot the Elbe, reflected the greatest 
honour on them. The first action of any im- 
portance on the German ground, where two 
weak battalions of iiifautrv, and bv reason of the 
many detachments made, only about 2000 
cavalry, took a town encompassed with walls 
and ditches, and defended ^with the greatest 
obstinacy, certainly deHerv«*d honourable men- 
tion in the annals of this mciiioruble war. 
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Buonaparte in ail his former campaigns ge- 
ncrally has succeeded in obtaining information of 
the designs of the enemy opposed to him. This 
is a principle to which every skilful General di- 
rects the most particular attention, as from it 
the greatest successes are to be derived. The 
French w'erc, however, *at this period kept in 
the utmost ignorance of their adversaries' 
movements ; and the Allies generally contrived 
to obtain accurate information of their plans.- — 
Thus it happened in the present instance. 
Whilst Beauharnois, not knowing that Witgen- 
stein was so near him, was flattering himself 
that he should march on unimpeded to Berlin, 
the latter was taking the most skilful measures, 
first to surround, and then to fall upon him with 
his entire force. For this purpose he collected 
the corps of Von D’ York and Bei^, atZerbst and 
Leitzkau, on the great southern road from Mag- 
dcbui^ to tlessau, whilst those of Borstell and 
Bulow were stationed at Nedlitz and Ziesar, 
rather to the northward of Magdeburg. Both 
parties w'ere to move forward simultaneously 
from the opposite points, and the one was to fall 
on the enemy with impetuosity the moment it 
learnt, by a canqdiiade, that the other had com- 

u 
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menced an attack. The plan perfectly succeeded. 
The enemy, who had the advantage of the groii nd, 
resisted obstinately ; but he was successively 
driven, by the separate detachments of the Allies, 
from the positions, which he endeavoured to 
maintain at three different villages, and after 
having two regiments of cavalry entirely cut to 
pieces, he owed the preservation of his remain- 
ing force. only to the intervention of darkness. 
In the course of the night he drew off at all 
points, and did not even attempt to maintain 
the defiles, but retreated through them to Mag- 
debuig^, which fortress was afterwards closely 
blockaded on that side. Thus were the French 
already twice defeated by the united Russian 
and Prussian forces ; their first attempt on each 
side of the Elbe, frustrated. The victories of 
Lunebeig and Mockern were hailed as omens of 
the success of the campaign, and a solemn Te 
Deuni was sung on account of these glorious 
exploits, in all the churches of the Prussian 
metropolis. 

The Russian force at this time was divided 
into three armies — one under Witgenstein, a 

f piid under Tchichagoff, and a third under 
inzingerode; Kutusoff commaudipg the whole. 
-^Witgenstein’s main force had crossetl tlie Elbe, 
in order to drive the Frenclv force towards the 



Maine. One ‘ of Witgfenstein’s coips, under 
General Berkendorff, had entered Lubec. 
Other corps were on the Elbe, near Boitzenbut^, 
Part of Tchichagoff’s army was near Thom, 
whilst another part was employed under PlatofF 
in the siege of Dantzic. Part of Winzingerode’s 
army was near Custrin and Lansberg. Another 
part occupied the old town of* Dresden, whilst 
another corps had passed the Elbe at Scbandau, 
to turn Davoust, and Russian reinforcements 
were on the V'^istula. — The Prussian force was 
thus distributed: General Blucherhad removed 
from Silesia into Saxony ; General D’ York was 
at Berlin with the main army. Detachments 
had been sent to Hamburg and Rostock, which 
were now occupied by Prussian corps ; and 
another Prussian detachment had invested Stet- 
tin. A Swedish force was at Stralsund, and by 
the commencement of the ensuing campaign the 
Crown Prince of Sweden was expected to have 
the command of 50,000 men. 

The Russian force, with which the campaign 
was expected at this period to open, amounted 
to 920,000 men the Prussian 70,000 ; Swedish 
and Pomeranian 50,000. A ^rand total of 
340,000 men. To this must be added the force 
which Hanover, Hesse, Bruilswick, the Hanse 
Towns, and Saxoify, might furnish. 



These expectations, however, More not 
realized. The Russian army which crossed the 
Vistula, amounted to nothing like 990,000. It 
had been much diminished by sickness, produced 
by the winter campaign : and it is known that 
not less than 60,000 men had died. The Rus> 
sian force brought to the Elbe did not exceed 
100,000 eflTectivas, and'therc was an unfortunate 
relaxation of exertion at this period, between 
the months of January and May, which sadly 
disappointed the expectations which had been 
formed, that the Allies would have appeared on 
the Elbe with so preponderating a force as would 
lutvc defeated any attempt of Buonaparte to 
maintain himself between that river and the 
Rhine. 

Owing to thfs suspension of eneigy and ac> 
tivity, it will be olrserved that Buonaparte had 
leisure to assemble aud organize a force whicii 
enabled him to resume the offensive and to re> 
cover the support of the small auxiliary states 
which were wavering. The Russians had also 
determined in January that the Vistula should 
be the utmost boundary of the' advance of their 
main force, and therefore when circumstances 
pMMluced a change ip this dcteripination, the 
tttangenients for. bringing forward the reinforce^ 
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merits and reserves, were not in sufficient pro- 
gress. 

Nevertheless, at this period, nearly the whole 
of Continental Europe appeared in a state bor- 
dering on insurrection against the French. 
Those who, like the Dutch, had for years 
habitually crouched under the yoke of Buona- 
parte, entertained the general feeling which his 
conduct had inspired ; but they could not be 
expected to take up arms whilst hostile garpsons 
were in ail their towns, and no large army near 
to cover and support their insurrection. Besides, 
Holland is too small a country to assert its rights 
in competition with the great military empire, 
headed by Buonaparte. The same may be said 
of Genoa, where, in the course of March, a plot 
to excite insurrection was discovered, and 
punished by the execution of the five principal 
conspirators : not long previously, a similar plot 
was detected at Florence. — These States are too 
narrow in extent to venture easily on great un- 
dertakings ; but, if once the patriots of Italy 
could make common cause, and rely on each 
other for support, their boldness in asserting 
their freedom would not "be less 'than we have 
already seen in Spain, for the hatred of the Italians 
against the French is universal, and their ancient 
renown, the hardy and naturally warlike cha- 



racter of flieir peasantry, their habit of using 
fire-arms from their infancy, and many other 
circumstances equally favourable to national 
independence, assure us, that, if they could be 
but once united under a common standard, they 
would irresistibly advance to the establishment 
of a free and mighty dominion. 

It was this nationality, this agreement of 
Saxons*, Westphalians, Hanoverians, and 
Hamburgers, in the common name, interest, 
and feeling of Germans, that gave consistency 
to their insurrection, and afibrded the most rea- 
sonable ground of hope in their success. It has 
always been Buonaparte’s policy to break and 
fritter away the power of Germany, among the 
petty principalities of the Rhenish Confedcra* 
tion. Wisely, therefore, the Allies resolved, 
that this badge of vassalage, this artful invention 
of foreign jealousy, should be, if possible, dis* 
solved, and a new foundation laid for that com* 
munion of interests, which could alone form the 
German people into a , solid rampart against the 
future attacks of French ambition. 

t Lord Cathcait, in hli diejAteb of tbe 96tb of March, 
fbom Kalitach, obBcrrea— Itie inbabitaat* of Saxoliy bavc 
Ofcry where reeSifed the Kusuan forces with expressioDs of 
i^pdiaKty not inferior to those of the Pnitsitn8.«Tlie aaine 
has occnrnd in SfeeUcaIntff .** 
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It is now necessary to turn our attention, and 
with it will follow* indignation, to a circum- 
stance which cannot fail to sink deep into the 
heart, and to receive a strong aijd lasting im- 
pression on the feelings of oppressed humanity. 
On the +th of April Buonaparte had a special 
commission assembled at Bremen, and Hermann 
Fruse, aged 26; Repke Bosche, 29; Hermann 
Henre Heuchaus, 21 ; all dwelling at Blexen, 
in the arrondissement of Oldenburg; and Gerd 
Harms, aged 46, living at Tettens, near Blexen, 
were convicted of having borne arms against 
France, and taken in the flagrant crime at the 
battery of Blexen. Their property was there- 
fore confiscated, and themselves condemned to 
death. Here was a repetition of the cold-blooded 
massacre of Moscow, and of the peasantry at 
Bremerlee*, who had capitulated in the hope of 
saving their lives. Buonaparte announced his 
his will as paramount to reason and conscience— 
as a law arbitrary and ultimate, not to be ques- 
tioned by man, not to be controlled ,by the Al- 
mlj^hty, These.cold, formal, deliberate perver- 
sions of the rules of human conduct are infinitely 
worse, and mow wickedj than Slaughter of 
thousands or tens of thousands in a contest of 
open an d avowed force. The one is only the 
Page S67. 



brutal fierceness of a tiger; the other is the craft 
and malice of i demon. The welMieing of 
society requires that the legitimate magistrate 
.should be invested with a flower of punishing a 
breach of native all^iance, even by the death 
of the offender; but when the French Ruler in- 
vades the office of the magistrate, allegiance is 
not only not his due, but to oppose him is a 
duty and a virtue. If Buonaparte had been the 
lawfiil sovereigA of Bremen, exercising his 
power legally, he would have ddne right in or- 
deringatlie insurgents to be punished as the law 
might direct: but he was not the lawful sove- 
reign; and the whole question of right or wrong 
in principle, turns upon this previous question 
of true or false in fact* 

Was Buonaparte, however, alone to be blamed 
tor this dreadful outrage? This is an important 

* It is the interest of all to protest against so monstrous a 
doctrine; but when that doctrine h carried into practice, by 
murdering the sutgects of a foreign state for their loyalty and 
patriotism, aa if these were crimes, mankind should not con* 
tent themselves with protestation or remonstrance; it is their 
duty to avenge the suftren. The names of Hermann Fnisr, 
Repke Bosehe, Henre Heuchaus, and Gerd Harms, are to be 
widtd to the citizens of Moscow— *to the Duke.D’Enghien 
-*40 the bookseller Palm— and* to the numberless ethers, whom 
BuonqMir^ has murdered, in open violation of all law, but 
with the mockery of legal solemnities. 
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question, and it will not be disputed’ that this 
fresh outrage would never havte been ventured 
upon, had a just vengeance pursued the satel> 
lites and ministers of his ferocity at Moscow. 
While the motives which dictated the forbear- 
unce of the Russians were to be applauded, the 
false humanity which }ed to these tresh murders 
must be reprobated. Xhe Rulers of Europe owe 
high duties to their subjects and to mankind; 
:md the remedy for every desperate case should 
be suited to the exigency. If the.moral foun- 
dations, of social order are undermined, the 
whole fabric must be crumbled into ruins. 

The main armies of the Russians and Prus- 
sians were now’ concentrating in the neighbour- 
hood of Leipzig; Witgeiistein’s head-quarters 
were at Doelisch, about tw’enty miles to the 
north, and Blucher’s at Alteiibui^, about thirty 
miles to the south of that city. Von D’ York was 
in advance of tV^itgenstoin at Zorbig, and' his 
detachments, occupied Bernbui]g and Calbe. 
The Allies were perfectly aware that the French 
were debouching from the Thuringian moun* 
tains, with a view to join Beauharnois, who, in 
order to favour this measure, moved from 
Magdeburg towards the ppper pm of the Saalc: 
the plan of the Allies was calculated on such 
knowledge. The experience of Jena was not 
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thrown away upon the Allies. They employed 
exery exertion to plevent the junction of so vast 
a body of French force as was then assembled. 
The naturalconsequence of Beauharnois receding 
from Magdeburg was, that it became Jess prac> 
ticable and less important to maintain his com> 
munications hrith Davoust. The latter, there- 
f<we, uniting with Sebastiani and 'N'^andamino, 
became at liberty to attempt the great object of 
Buonaparte's wishes — thecutting off' the troops 
which came to organize insarreetton in the 
neighbourhood of the Weser; in which, how- 
ever, he was in a great measure disappointed. 
General Dornberg, with that skill and activity 
which has all along characterized his conduct, 
removed all his ^troops to the right bank of the 
Elbe, without the least loss. Here they covered 
Hambtiig, against which Davoust continued to 
make a demonstration, though with veiy' little 
effect, from the opposite side of the river. 

On the l6th of April the garrison of Thorn, 
consisting of 400 Poles, .^.500 Bavarians, and 90 
frenchmen, surrendered to the Russians under 
Graeral Count Langf^on. The fruits of the ca- 
pitulation were 900 pieces of cannon ; and nearly 
the whole of the Bavarians and Poles afterwards 
enlisted under the pnrriotic standard. General 
Langeron's corps, amounting to 1 : 9;000 men, was 
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thus released to co-operate with the force en- 
gaged before Dantzic. Spandau, situated on the 
River Spre, and not far distant from Berlin, capi- 
tulated to the Russians on the 18th of April, the 
garrison agreeing not to serve against the allies 
during one year. 

The fortress of.Czenstokaw surrendered on the 
4th of May to a Russian force commanded by 
Lieutenant-General Von Sacken, after the bait- 
leries had been opened two days. The artillery 
was so directed, that it speedily set fire to three 
of the enemy's magazines, while the 8th and 
i’9th regiments of chasseurs kept the garrison so 
much in awe, that they durst not shew them- 
selves on the walls of the town. This part of 
the operation was under the direction of Miyor- 
General the Count De Lieven. The enemy at 
first proposed terms that were inadmissible ; but 
afterwards they surrendered as prisoners of 
war. 


In the meantime Buonaparte, who, on his re- 
turn to Paris, instead of betraying that dismay 
and those apprehension? which almost every 
other mind, under circumstances similar to thow 
in which he was placed, would have ?hewn, vi- 



gorously exerted himself to repair the losses he 
had suffered, and by another grand effort he de- 
termined on attempting to support that character 
of importance and superiority over the Conti- 
nent, whitfh his former successes and policy had 
enabled him to acquire. His system and .skill 
soon procured him address^ from all the corpo- 
rate bodies ; and his usual enenrv, assisted bv 
well-appointed emissariesf^ his arrogance, and 
that levity which is most,admirabiy adapted to 
suit the feelings of the French people, enabled 
him, in a short period, to raise extraordinary' ar- 
mies, out of a population which the sanguine 
politicians of Europe had fancle<l to be entirrly 
exhausted by the general drain made then*oti for 
the execution of his fornicr prospects of ambi- 
tion and aggrandisement. The municipal corps 
of Paris offered to raise and fully equip .MtO 
horsemen ; and similar offers w’cre forced from 
the deluded people in other parts of the French 
empire. The disposable army which he now 
secured for his future schemes, amounted to 
400,000 men to be employed on the Elbe, 
<200,000 for services in Spain, and 200,000 partly 
oil the Rhine, partly in the 32d Military Dit'i- 
SHID, and in Italy 

" And it i» In ‘the view of such force* that 6ur enemies 
Wiceivc theridiculous idea of dbmembering the empire, and 
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Every moment Buonaparte -could spare iiom 
the Cabinet he devoted to the active personal 
toil of his new recruit^j. He put his shoulder to 
(he wheel, sparing neither himself nor others, 
neither body nor mind. In one week, from the 
time of their being called upon, all the conscripts 
were clothed, and put in march for their places 
of destination. Thisperseverance, this zeal, this 
re.'iolutc struggle with impossibilities, exhibit 
that g^at energy of mind and talent which the 
Ruler of the French nation so pre-eminently 
possesses, which have enabled him to carry into 
execution the projects of his ambitious mind ; 
and become the scourge of continental Europe. 

to allow our departments to be. given as indemnities^ in their 
puiitical calculations. This struggle is the last, Europe will 
take a dtjlnitive situation, and the events of fAe wmter o/1813 
will at least have been of advantage to France, by causing her 
to know her friends and her foes, the extent of her own 
means, the tlevotioii of the people, and their attachment to the 
Imperial dynasty.’* Vide Count "DtfermonVs report to the 
Suiateon the plan for calling out an additional force, April 
s, 18U. 

The corrcctnci« of the above observations, must be very 

sh.)rHyexcinpliHed.— 'ITiccritiealsituationofNapol^’saffeirs 

at this perioti justifies the idea thij]t the time rapidly approaches 
when his sun shall be set, or when his power shall be much 
greater than cyer. Sept. 8, 18ld. 
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The Viceroy of Italy, Eugene Beauharnois, 
was appointed to be second in command, and 
General Berthier, Prince; of Neufchatel and 
Wagram, Chief of the Staff.— The French army 
consisted of twelve corps, and the Imperial 
Guards — th^ were commanded as follows ; 1 st 
corps under Marshal Oavoust, Prince of £rk- 
muhl; the second under Marshal Victor, Duke 
of Belluno ; the third under Marshal Ney, Prince 
of Moskwa ; fourth under General Count Ber- 
trand'; fifth under General Count Lauriston ; 
sixth under Marshal Mannont, Duke of Ha- 
gusa ; seventh under General Count Regnier ; 
eighth under MarshalJunot, Duke of Abrantes; 
ninth under General Count Sebastian! ; tenth 
under Marshal Augeceau, Duke of Castig- 
lione; eleventh under Marshal Macdonald, Duke 
of Tarentum ; twelfth under Marshal Oiidinot, 
DukeofR^gio; and the Imperial Guard under 
Marshal Bessieres, Duke of Istria. 

The line of road from Frankfort on the Maine 
to Bambeig, formed the base of a triangle, from 
which the different French corps were now 
marching towards Jena, for the commencement 
of the second campaign. Marshal Ney, who 
took the lead on the left, arrived with the third 
corps on the Slst of April, in front of Erfurt, by 
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the great road from Hanau ; and General Ber- 
trand, vvhos(* corps, the fourth, formed the ex- 
tremity of the riglit wing, reached Coburg about 
the same time. The intermediate corps were 
rapidly closing up. Marshal Marmont with the 
sixth ^vas immediately in the reaf of Marshal 
Ney, at Gotha; and Bessieres with the Impe- 
rial Guards, was behipd him at Eysenach. Mar- 
shal Xey passed theSaale after an action between 
i..ouham’s division and a part of the allied troops 
near Weissenfels. Bertrand occupied Jena, and 
on the i?9th of April moved his head-quarters to 
Dornberg on the .Saale. Beauharnois debouched 
by Haile and Marseburg, and at the latter place 
some Prussians, l)elonging to D’ York’s corps, 
were repulsed by General Macdonald. Victor 
with the second corps, was at this period at 
Beruburg, Oudiuot at Saalfold, and Sebas- 
tiaui at Vilzon, where he attacked with success 
a sma!! (orjjsof the Russians, commanded by 
Tchernichefl’. Lauriston had advanced to 
Witten, and afterwards opposite to Halle, w'here 
he defe ated some Prussians. Marmont was at 
Kocsen upon the Saale, Davoust at Bremen. 

The plan of operations being fully determined 
on, Buonaparte quitted Paris. On the 20th of 
April he arrived at Mentz ; on the 2oth at Er- 
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furt, and on the 99th he moved his iicad>quartcrs 
to Naumbur^. 

The object of the French Uuler appeared to 
be to concentrate his forces on tlie right bank of 
the Saale, not far from the famous plain of Luf- 
zen, where the great Gtistavus fell in the arms 
of victory. It had been expected that this pro- 
ject would have been defeated by the early 
junction of Blucher and Witgenstein, in such 
force as to have compelled Beauharnois to give 
battle or retreat ; this event, however, did not 
occur, and Beauharnois was allowed to move up 
the Saale from Bernburg. whilst Ney descended 
its left bank, and Bertrand its right. 

The French, nevertheless, encountered a per- 
severing, and, in many respects, an effectual op- 
position. Lauriston and Macdonald endea- 
voured, on the 27th, 2Sth, and 29th of April t(» 
force a passage at three different points succes- 
sively, viz. Wettin, Malle, and Marseburg; it 
w'as only on the third attempt, and at the la.st- 
mentioned place, that they were successful : 
they consequently suffered considerably in thc.se 
aflteifii Souham, who commanded Ney’s ad- 
vtn#, passed the Saale with some opposition, 
agii^aumburg, and pushed on to Weissenfels. 
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ten v'iiilos on tho ro;\(l to Leipzig. In obivuning 
possi^^^sion oT U'ci^^sriii’rls, Im* \v;is oppo/-( {l by 
tlir ILissian (ii iieriil I/anskoy; uni] a very vv -inn 
enCTiejeinent ensm‘(l,* in wliieli llie i i’encli killed 
iincl \vouijrl(‘(l <*xcee(l(‘(l one hundred. N('V was 
followed by Marmont, wliose ^ head-fpiarters 
wt'i'e at Ivoeseii, thr(‘e mih*s on this side of 
Naiiinburg. On the right bank, Bertrand and 
Ondinot each brought uj) a c'orps from Bamberg; 
the Ibrmer reached Dornberg, twenty miles south 
ot’ Nauinbura ; the latter was at Saalfcld, about 
tweiitv-live miles further in tlierear. 

The prociH'ilimxs of Buonaparte' were marked 
with tlu‘ UToatest degri'e of caution. 1 he gallant 
veit'ian Prim e Kutusotf Smolenzk was left ill on 
tile march at Buntzlaii, where he died*; and 

lA-tttr ad(Iyt <^cd hi; thi: K/nitror of Rus.^id to the \iidoXL' of 
Pi ifict" Kuiiisoff' dutcd Drt-'i/t April *.5. 

Prinrt - Cailuriiu- Uineiu.d !— Tho Alaii-lity, wbo^^e ik- 
<'rtc s It i> fur niortul.-^ le ivsi>t, and unlaurul to 

uninnur at, ha> Ih i-ii i>lca>ccl to roinovr your liii>l)anLl, Piwo 
Michael LartonoMl/ Kiitusofr tiniolenzk, in the micU of hi> 
brilliant career of victory aiul ^^lory. from a trauMcnt to au 
eternal life. A and ;:ru*voiKs lo^s, not for you alone, but 

for the country at lar^u: ! Yoiir.tear. flow not aim. tor him 
I HTcn- all HiiNNia uccps with you. Vet, Ciod. who lias calle 
him n» lniii>clf. grants you this consolation, that his name and 
ins deed' are innnorial ; a gratelul eounti> .vill ne\ci toilet 
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Genoral Witgfustoin was appointed to the chief 
K'ommaiwi of tlie Russian army. 

Buonaparti’s tnovenuMits, howeviT, aniKninced 
his immi'diate intention to act on tin' olTcnsive, 
and accordingly tlic comhined Russian and 
I’russian annies united hetween I/cipzig ami 
AltiMihurg. a central and advantagt ous position, 
rile ('oiiunandcr-in-Chicf. (’ount \\ itgt'iistt'in. 
liad perfectly asccrtaineil, hy rcconnoissances, 
that thctnieiny. after having «-onct‘ntratcd him- 
self, was dcliouching with the wliolc of his forces 
l»y Mc rseliurg and Wcisscntl Is, whiNi at the 
same time he sent a <-onsidcral>le corps on iiCip- 
zig, which appeared to b«‘ the jirincipal view of 
his operations. This discovery docidod (icncral 
Witgenstein imuie<liati-ly ti» take advantage of 
the moment when it would he out (»f the power 
of this detached corps to co-operate with the 

liis nicTiU. Kiirope anil ihc whole worhl will lor I'o r aihiuri- 
him, and iii.<>crilH* lii.s name on tiit; list oi' tlu tiiMiii- 

( oiijiiiaiidcrs. A uiuiiinu<‘iit shall hr i rrrird lo hi» 
hoturfir, hcholdiiiw which, the Russian will h*i 1 hrart swell 
with pndr, and the forei;,njtr will i*rs|>t ct a nation that ^ivrs 
birth to such «r<-at men. I havc'^ivcn (frilcrs that you should 
retain ail the acivaritai^e.s enjoyed by your late liiisbaiui, and 
< riiiaiti your alRctioiiaic * 
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inaiii hodyoC the French ariin^ and to attack ii 
with hi** wliolc tore". !'or this jiurj/ese, it was 
in'cc'-sary to <-oiiee;d Ids ( iiieots. and (iurirn’- 

I * » ^ 

file ni"ht between llie 19tii and SOth, (1 to i?d 
ot May) he drew t<» iiiniseU' tlie eorjis under the 
tirders ot tlie CJeie. ral ol' C’avaliy Tonnozoff. Hy 
this jnnetion, he was enabled to throw himself 
CM JMM.S.VC on the enemy, at a place where the lat- 
ter mitrlit snpiiose he had only to deal with a 
detaelnneiit, whose aim was to give him disturb- 
ance on his flanks. The action commenced. 
Cienerals lllneiier and York “ entered into it 
with an ardour and energy which was in a lively 
manner partieipated by the troops.” The ope- 
rations took place between the Elster and the 
Fnppe. riie \ illage of Gros.s-Gorschen was the 
kev and centre of the French position. 

• 

riie following accounts are given by the Rus- 
sians of tills eii'gagi'ment. 

” 'I’lie battle i ommeneed by the attack of the 
vdla'’'e ot ( ii'oss-t lorselion. 1 he enemx \>as 
sensibh'of tin- whole importance of this point, 
and wished to njaintain himself in it. It was 
carried by th<‘ right wing of the corps under Ge- 
neral IlliU'hi'r'.s ordi'i - ; and, at the same tiinCj 
his left wing pnslu'd m front, anil soon ehatged 
• m till* villagi* ol Iviein-Gorschen, Ftoiit this 
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tiim\ all flu' corps cainc successive ly into action, 
Avhicli soon hccanic sjcncral. The village oi' 
Gross-Ciorschcn was elispnte'd with iincxainpK'el 
obstinacy. Six time's it Avas take*n aiiei retaken 
by the bayonet : but the* valour eAfthe Knssians 
ami Pnissiansrf)btaim‘«l the snpe-riorily. ami this 
villajre, as aa'cII as those of Kleiii-(iorselien ami 
Ilham, re^>^aine^l in the hanels of the e'onibim'd 
armie's. The emomy’s ee-ntre was broke'ii, ami 
he was driven oft’ tin' fielel of battle, lie, m'v«‘r- 
theless. broiiiiht IbrAvard fresh columns, Avhieh 
beinjt e'oine from Leipzif;, AVere destim'd te) sup- 
port the tlaiik of the enemy. Some e'orps draAvn 
trom tlu‘ re'serve', and placed under the orders of 
Lieutenant-(iene.'ral Kanovnitzin, Avere oppost'd 
to the-m. Here, toAvarels eveniiiir. a combat e'enn- 
mence'd, Avhich Avas likeAvise e.\ceedin?ly obsti- 
nate. but the enemy Avas also completi ly rej>ulsed 
at this point. 

“ Kvery thinti’ was disposed for rencAvin;; the 
attack at sun-rise, and onlers had been sent to 
General Miloradovitch, Avho Avith his Avhole 
corps Avas posted at Zeitz, to join the main army, 
and to be there at l»reak of day v tin- presence of 
an entire fresh corps, Avith one hundred pieces 
of artillery, leaving no' doubt as to the issue' of 
the day. But tOAvards inorning, tin* enemy ap- 
peared to be moving in the direction of Leipzig, 



309 


always fallins? towards his rear-guard. This mode 
<»f retiisiiig the challenge made for engaging, gave 
room to helieve, that he would endeavour to ma- 
ntj^uvre, eitluT to ntove towards the Elbe, or on 
the eoiniminieations of the combined armies, 
l.nder this supposition, it became necessary to 
Oppose maiKcuvre against manoeuvre, and, by oc- 
cupying a commanding front between Colditz 
and Kothlitz. \ve immediately I>ecame possessed 
o(' evuy beiii lit of this kind, without, for such 
purpoM-. {juitting too far the points tor making 
an otfeiisive ;!tta<'k. On this memorable day 
the Prussian army fought in a manner to fix the 
admiration (-1 its allies : the King’s Guards co- 
vered tlieiiiselves with glory. Russians and 
Prussians rivalled eadi other in valour and zeal, 
under tlu- eves of the two Sovereigns, who did 
not, for a moment, quit the field of battle. The 
eiii'inv lost sixtei'H cannon ; and we have taken 
1 ItH) prisoners; not a^ single tropliy has been 
ctniquered froiti the Allied Army ; its loss, in 
killeil and wounded, may amount to 8000 men ; 
that of the French army is estimated at l‘i or 
l.bOOO. .Vinong the wounded ar-*, the Gtneral 
of (. avalrv, Plucher. and Lieuv lumt-CJenerals 
Ivanovuitziu ami I'earnhorst ; titeir womids are 
not dangerous. T he enemy, having but ti'w ca- 
valry. endeavoured to get and keep poss«'ssion ot 
the villages, the ground of wliicl* was rugged 



;ind broken ; conscqiK'iitly the dny of the ooth 
of April (May 2) was a ronlinnal combat b(‘- 
t\v(vii tlu’ intluitry. Ai! nninterruptcil sliower 
of liiills. bullets, ^rapr-slicd, and ;jrrnad«'S, was 
k( ]>r up on the part of i1h‘ Fn iK h, during; an a('- 
lion ot’ ten hoiy's/’ 


J^.! I'fn idcr sftifi ffujtf of /In luitllt uf f/ 

( Jn u on f!ti Of/ nf Mdff. 

On tlie .;oili i»f April infaiiiation was n- 
ceivt*(i al tiria rd (’<aini \ nn \\ it'jaMisteijj’s 
i;t a(l-(|:iar;' i>, <^1‘ tin* urtMn-r part of thr army 
and tin* I'n indi uuar<b. having t los^rd tlir Saal* , 
in llu* ^i(•iiiity of Naiimlnjru. It was at ihr 
sajia* tiim* o portcd. that fla* I'jnp* o»r Napidmn 
luai arji\a <lal ihr aniiiV. W <j|)s« r\ad that the 
\ iceniy’s army di w to ihriiuhl. It w as. t luat - 
i’orr, ch ar that tin • la-iny rin!ravi)iii« d I»y all 
incaii> t<» idrin a innction, ami tli;it t1 was most 
proliaMy his iiiientioji to ui\t* a Liriirral battle, 
llis Majrsiy the fanperor Ah‘xander, and his 
Maji six tile !\ itrj; (jf Prus-sia, therc‘tbrc, w<*nt in 
their annii's tn animate the •camrai^e nl* tlu* 
troops by their [xTsonal presenctx Ibit the bet- 
ter to be enalded t<» jiidiia* of the enemy’s 
strength, a rcconnoissane;* was nmlerlaken with 
(i(*n<‘ral \ On Win/mu'crode’s cnips, fnnn Leije 
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zitj, f)ii the road to Weissenfels. 'I his confirmed 
the intelligence received, of the enemy being' 
therir in eonsiderable force, rponthis, a very 
seV( re eiipageinent took place on the 1st of May, 
with the said corps, by which we were convinced 
that the main tbree of the enemy was in the vi- 
cinity <tt W eissenfc.ls and Lutzen. It was be- 
lieved that the \ iceroy’s position was between 
1 A-ip/i;; ainl 1 lalle, and conse(jnently the enemy’s 
plan lor the battle was clearly apparent. Gene- 
ral Count \ eii Wilacnstein resolved on being 
bellire-liaiid witli bint, to obstruct him in his 
dispositions by a bold attack, and to restrain his 
otleiisive opi iatious. It was necessary in this 
iittempt to make it our mailt oltject, immediately 
to fall on siicli ptirt ot'his litrce as was. on his 
sidt', c(>n>i<bred to be the best troops; in order, 
alter such a stroke, to give larger space for the 
ojterations of our tlying corps, o\ t>r whom the 
eiieniv bad bitterly aetjuired a superiority. 
J bi'i’i lore it was reiiuisite. it possible, to direct 
the attack immediatelv against his rear-most 
trot.i»s. I'or this puri»ose the main army broke 
up 111 llu' night between the 1st and ?d ol jSIay, 
from Notha and Borna, in two columns, and 
pushed forward as !ar as the detilc ot tlie Lister, 
ill the vicinity of iVgau, General \ on W inzin- 
‘*‘t‘rodi* riH‘eived orders to mask this operation. 
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to leave* Ins posts of cavalry standing, and to unite 
himself with iht' main army hv the* way of 
/wenkau. 

‘‘ At break of day all the troops passed the 
defile of the l*^lst('!\ iu‘.ir Pe^au, and dr<*w up, 
in order of battle, on the h‘ft bank of tlie Klst(*r, 
w ith their riuht winir to tin* \ illage ot‘ W(‘rlK*n, 
and their left to that of ( iruna. By reconnoitriiiLT. 
We (liseover(*d that the viu'\\\\\ main body 
ah'eady extended be\oini Weisselltels, to the 
vil!a:Z^ ol (JrnSs-C lorselieii. Klein (lorsehc’ll, 
lialiiio. SlaisiedeL and Lut/eii, The t neniy 
(lid not venture to alteinpl disinrl.>mu" onr mareh, 
nor t(» LTot before us into the plani, but took his 
position in the villai^e h- tw ren ( iross-(iorseheii 
and Siars!i*del. 

" About 1 O eloek it lK)eli. CielU'lid lllindler 
i\ <*i i\ e'l orders, as eMiiUiiandni^ the \ an-LTuaid 
ot tin' arUiV. and supportrd b\ a part (»l tlie 
Riis-iaii artillery, to attack llie i neiny. I'he 
attack w asmadeon the villa,:i* oi ( iross-( iorseheii. 
\vhich was obstinati ly deu ndi*d by the enemy. 
It was tak< II by storm. l)'\ ork 

marched with iiis corps to th«' riuht of the \ illaue. 
The whole army wheM* d to the right, and 
presimlly after tlu^ battle became gem ral along 
tlie whole line of liluchi*r’s < <)ri>s. I he i‘nem\ , 
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at tho same time, displayed a numerous artillery, 
< lii( fly of 111 aw ealibre, and the fire of musketry 
ill till- villa, i-cs was kept up with ijivat vivacity 
lor sfvira! hours. In this miirdi i’ous battle the 
villauo'S of Kleiu-Ciorschen and Rahno, as like- 
^vi';r tin- village of Gross-Gorschen, were early 
taken Iiy storm, and with mu'xampled bravery, 
and kept possession of for several hours. At 
leiiutli tile enemy returned in considerable force, 
siiiToiinded. and in ]>art retook these villages; 
Init on die allaek being reinwed, was not able 
to retuiii pos>. ssiuii of tliein. The Prussian 
(•nards moved idru ird. and. after a most obsti- 
nate conibat ot .111 hour and a half, those villages 
were again retaken lioni t!ieenem\ , and remained 
in our possession. Puriiig this time, the corps 
of ( ieiieral W iii/iii'ji rode on the left wing, and 
the corps of (Jeiieral D’York, with a |)art of the 
n nssiaii troops under ( ieiieral llert;;, had taken 
a sliaiv in the battle. We stood opposed to the 
eiieui\ , at tile distaU"’,' oi IIK) paevs, and one ot 
tile most liloodv battii's ln'eami' general. 

"Our reserves had driwn nearer to the field 
o|' battle, to be ip readiiuss wherever needtui, 
'iiid thus was the battle continued tilt ui-ar < 
o’eloek in the evening. During its course, the 
villages on the left wing were likewise several 
times taken and retaken i'y both parties. At 
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7 o’clock the enemy appeared with a new corps 
on our right wing before Gross and Klein- 
Gorschen, — probably with the. Viceroy’s army, 
— made a brisk attack on lis, and endea\f>ure(l 
to tear from us the advantages we had gained. 
The infantry, of a part of the Russian reserves 
was now brought forward to the riglit wing, to 
the sujiport of (iem'ral D’ York’s corps, which 
was briskly attacki'd. and a most des|H*rate en- 
gagement (in which the Russian arlillerv. during 
the whole remaining tiim\ greatly distingnislied 
itself, as did the corps of I)’ York. Ulucher. and 
in/ingerode, the whole <lay.) was now con- 
tinued until night came on. The enemy had 
likewise* again attacked our centre and the vil- 
lages with great briskness, but we maintained 
our position. In this situation night pul an end 
to tin- battle. 'I'he enemy was to liave been agaiti 
attacked on the Ibllowingmorning, the^idoJ May. 

1 Je had mean while taken Leip/.igiluringthebattle. 
This obliged us to mana-uvre with him. It was 
not till aftenvards that we were- iid(>rmed, that 
in consequenee of the battle he had again been 
forced to (juit it ; and had. by the same means, 
lost Halle, and l.i.OOO men oj' his best troops ; 
many of his «-annon are dismounted, and a niitn- 
iifrr of his powder- waggons blown up.. Our 
light detachments are again at liberty to harass 
him, ami to prosecute the advantage gained. 



\V<' li:ivc f!oiisc'f|iioiitly kept the field of battle ; 
til' IS ours, suid the iuterich'd purpose is 

a-eosuphsiir'l. iiiear .s0,000 of our best troops 
have 'lot \e1 been eiijawcd ; we have not lost a 
single eaiiiiou, and tlie enemy liiust have per-, 
ceivi’d what can be efi'ected by united national 
leelni'^s, between two firmly allied nations, in 
courage and resistance; and that the high, hand 
ol I’rovidence protects the just cause of those 
Powers who iiave no object but their indepen- 
dence, and to found a durable peace on the free- 
dom of all nations. 

Sill'll \\ as tile battle ol the 2d of May, fought 
m ar the plain ot Liitzen, where the liberty of 
( iermaiiy was once beibre conquered. With the 
I'oiiraee of lions did doth llussiansand Prussians 
fi-^hl tin it : and their endeavours will not have 
been ill vain. I be loss we havi- sustained may 
aiiioiiiit to about UKOOi) men, but the most of 
them are oiiK sliuhtlv wounded. Among the 
Udled. on the Prussi.ui side, we have, among 
several other .Stall-oflieers. to lament the loss of 
the Prinee of Messe-1 loinhurg. Our wounded 
are, on tlie Ihissiaii |»att. (leneral N on Kanov- 
nit/eii. aiid on the Prussian, Ijenorals Blucher 
and Seharnhorst sliglitly, and llunerbein dan- 
gerously. (}n tlie Prencli siili', accoriling to the 
n'port of the pri.'ouors, wa’ learn that Marshal 
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llessieres is killed, Ney and Souham wounded. 
Upwards of 1000 prisoners arc already hronjjht 
in, ten pieces of artillery takeu^ and somi' thou- 
sand muskets captured ;rt Halle. Our li^ht 
troops are now occupied^in pursuing the enemy. 

“ Although the numerous villages lying near 
each other in this territory, and its canals, to- 
gether with the precaution taken by the encuny 
never to appear in the o|x*n i>lain, did not afford 
our cavalry an o])porti]nity of charging in line, 
yet the Prussian Garde-du-Corps, and the regi- 
ment of llrandenbung Cuirassiers, cut down 
several masses of the enemy's infantry, even 
amidst the villages, and under his cross-fire, 
and have thereby gained a shan* in the immortal 
honour which the Prussian warritirs have again 
obtained in thi.s murderous battle ; and in like 
manner have tlu; lUissians proved that they can 
fight on the German soil, with the same senti- 
ments which insured victory to them in their 
own country. These arc the results of this day, 
up to this present. God bless our arms : he 
visibly, and during the battle, protected both 
our beloved .Monarehs, who sev»ial times ex- 
posed themselves to danger, even in the villages 
where the battle raged the hottest. May he 
furthermore bless and preserve them to us !" 
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Pnmian account of tlie Battle of Lutzen. 

“ Pegau, Saxony, May 3. — Yesterday morn- 
ing the two hostile main armies anel between 
Pegau and Lutzen ; the Russians and Prussians 
being under the chief command of General Wit- 
genstein, and the enemy’s army under the Em- 
peror Napoleon in person. One of the most 
dreailful cannonades known in latter annals of 
warlike operations, took place. It continued 
from eleven o’clock until ten o’clock in the even- 
ing, when night alone put an end to it. During 
this cannonade the fire of musketry was nearly 
uninterruptedly kept up, and frequently the 
valour of the alied troops proved itself in attack 
with the bayonet. Seldom or never was there a 
battle fought with such animosity or so murder- 
ous. The French derived great advantage from 
their position on the heights near Lutzen, \vhere 
they had thrown up strong entrenchments, which 
they defended with a heavy fire of artillery. But 
the\ alour of the allied troops drove them back 
from one position^to another, nor were they even 
to 1m* deterred when the superior defence of the 
enemv in his last positJons rendered frequent 
attacks necessary. The result of this warm 
day was, that the Russian and Prussian troops 
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kept possession of the field of l)atlle diiriHff the 
whole night, and (‘uused the eneinv a <lnuble or 
treble greater loss than their own. As y<'t there 
. has been brought in but Tittle more than 1000 
prisoners, with ten pii*ces oi’ artillery, and like- 
wise twenty-three powder waggons, which 
General Von Winzingero<le took from the einnuy 
rttrly this morning, the animosity during the 
fight Ixiiig too great togive miieh quarter. Hut 
the great consequence is, that the Kreiieh hav»- 
now l*eeii convinced by the Russian and Prussian 
troops what may he performed by valour when 
inflamed by noble enthusiasm in so great, just, 
and sacred a cause as ours, and of what they may 
have to e.\pc*ct in future when all the armed 
force collecting for this war shall be assendded. 
It is very true, that the lass of the Russian and 
Prussian troops is vervgi'eat,norshall we over-rate 
it if we for the moment estimate it at from h(KM)to 
10,000 men in kille<l and wogntled, but most of 
the latter only slightly. It gives us much pain 
to be. obliged to mention Major the J’rince ol’ 
|lesse-Hombuig among the dead, and (ieiieral 
l&lucher as being H’ouiuh'd (he, howev«‘r, only 
left the field half an hour) ; Geiiptals Von Scharn- 
horst and \’oti Hun<;rbein, whose w'ounds are 
however only alight; *as likewise the Russian 
Generals Kanovnitzen and Alexief. But, b<?sides 
these, anuDuau^ly greater proportion ofolliccrs. 
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ami also of the younger sons of native Prussia, 
are among the number of killed and wounded. 
'I’he noble ardour with which these volunteers 
met death in the jnsfcause, insures them of be- 
ing immortalized in the remembrance of their 
friends and their native country. ^ Even this 
morning the enemy attempted to make some 
attack on the allied troops, but was soon repulsed 
by some eaniuMiailing. To afford the latter some 
rest and refreshment, after their fatigue, they 
«ill be taken into the positions of Borna and 
Kochlit/, from u iience it is expected they will 
immediately break up to commence fresh opera- 
tions. By what we can leani from the prisoners. 
Marshal Bessieres and General Souham areamong 
the killed on the enemy’s side, and Marshal 
Ney is wounded. — According to accounts be- 
fore us, nothing material took jdace on the •Hh 
or 5th. 'fhe Elbe, above Magdeburg, was not 
threatened. We still wait the official statement 
t)l’ particulars concerning the motions of the 
several corps, and of their marches and counter- 
marches. 


(Signed)^ “ L’ESTOQ SACK, 

“ The Royal .appointed Military Govenior 
for the country between the Elbe and 
the Oder.” 



The following account is from the pi‘H of Ge- 
neral Scharnhorst, a very distinguished officer 
in the Prussian service, and who some lime 
after died of his wounds' at Prague. — He was 
a Hanoverian subject, and an officer of great 
?eal, merit, and talents, and the author of seve- 
ral excellent military works. — n«* had het-n 
Quarter-Master-General tothe Ham )verian army, 
and when it broke up he entered the Pnissial? 
service, in which he attained tin- same situation. 

His loss must be considered a ver\ seven- one to 
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the Allies, whose general confidence he pos- 
sessed. 

“ The enemy turned liis back upon Leipzig, 
and we had behind us Nanmburg and Weisst-n- 
fels. The Elster and the Luppe were at a cer- 
tain distance from the wings of the two annii-s. 
Before our right wing _we had a village oi'cupied 
by the eiiemy. 

“ The battle began by the attack of this vil- 
lage, which was carried by the riglit wing of 
Blucher’s corps. Soon after, the left wing of 
that corps found itself before another village, 
before which the enemy' brought several bat- 
teries; opposed to him nearly as much artil- 
lery, which we covertni by our reserve of ca- 



\valry, because the infantry had not advanced 
80 far. The other corps came up by degrees, 
and the battle commenced the whole length of 
the line, and extended past the last village on 
the left; I do not exactly know to what distance. 
We occupied for some hours the village on our 
right; but the enemy presented himself there in 
considerable force, surrounded, and took it. 
He did not keep it above half an hour. We 
again attacked and took it; we even penetrated 
beyond it, and took two other villages, by which 
means we came on the enemy’s flanks. 

“ From this moment the battle became very 
obstinate at this point; almost all the infantiy 
of Blucher’s corps, and part of that of the other 
corps, came up by degrees. We w'ere then, 
very near each other. Victory appeared to in- 
cline semetimes to the one side, and sometimes 
to the other. In the meantime we did not lose 
an inch of ground we occupied on the enemy’s 
flank. It was now between six and seven in the 
evening, and at this moment I was wounded in 
the leg, and forced to quit the field of battle. I 
am ignorant whaCpassed on the left wing; but 
1 perceived that we had likewise gained some 
ground on that side. The battle was conse- 
quently won. 
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“ The enemy has occupied Leipzig in his rear.. 
Towards evening reinforcements hacr'arrived 
from the Grand Army^ and Miloradovitch’s 
corps was in inarch. 

“ At this moment 1 learn the battle is over, 
and that we are masters, not only of the first 
field ofbattle, but likewise of the ground which 
we had taken from the enemy. N(‘verlhei''S8, 
the occupation of Leipzig by the enemy, obliges 
us to make a lateral inavenK'Ut.” 

From the foregoing, and even alb-r a strict 
examination of the French* statements, it will 
appear that, in the battle of Lutzen, {a place 
rendered imiiortant by the batth* betwicn the 
Swedes and lmperiali.st8 in in which the 

former obtaineil the victory, but losttheirgreutand 
good king Gustavus Adolphus) the French army 
was beaten in all din^ctions. at the critical mo- 
ment when Buonaparte brought up a battery of 
80 pieces as a last desperate effort, but this was 
at the close of the day; and, although the Allied 

* Freiicb acconnti of tiii« vidt- 7th Bulkliu 

of the ^inpaign of 1813, contained in the Appendix, al»o a 
document entitled "Aper 9 u'de la Campagne dr I’ArnW-e 
Frao 9 oi«, et de I'Annee roinliiink- Ruwo-PruaHienne I’an I8I 
Premiere division, de la battaille de Lutzen- ju(r|U*au pansage 
(ic I’FJbe par Ie« deux Armcei>,’* marked f A) in the Appendix . 



rivalry, mmensely superior in numbers, was 
collected with great rapidity to bear upon this 
point, the darkness, of the night prevented all 
fiiriticr movements. — Napoleon had the greatest 
number of men; the Allies were superior in ca- 
valry. In artillery both sides wer5 equal. Na- 
poleon, on venturing into the plain, constructed 
fine square battalions, which advanced like 
moving redoubts, garnished at the corners as 
bastions, with cannon, which by their cross-- 
fire might keep off the attacks of cavalry. A 
number of these squares were broken. Among 
others, the battalioji of life-guard grena- 
diers took a battery, which had caused a severe 
loss to the Allies. This battalion, which 
was chiefly formed of volunteers, suffered con- 
siderable loss, but behaved with distinguished 
honour. Night only put an end to the battle: 
the Allied army bivouaced on the field. The 
day of the Jd passed over without fighting. The 
French retreated; and the Allies marched to 
Rotha and Borna. 


If the battle had not been gained, the conse- 
quence would luiV^been, that General Bulow 
must have had to defend the Elbe. The repeat, 
however, of the enemy from Leipzig)^ by Mers- 
burg, to Querj’urt, rendered that measure un- 


necessary. 
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The head-quartere of Napoleon. .Iwo days 
after the battle, were at Qoerfurt those of 
Count Witgenstein at Kqchlitz; and those of 
General Blucher at Colditz. 

The Emperor of Russia and King of Prussia 
were in the field during the whole of the engage- 
ment. — They proceeded, regardless of personal 
danger, to every part of tlie lino when* their 
^presence could be useful in animating the troops, 
who, by loud and repeated cheers, testified their 
sense of this mark of heroism and magnanimity 
in their respective Sovereigns. It is in such 
grand and awful moments as these only, and 
not in the brilliant circles of a Court, that good 
and gallant Monarchs receive the full reward of 
their virtues, and enjoy that grateful satisfaction 
which the performance of our duties in every 
station is certain to procure. 

In the battle, Sir Robert Wilson, as a volun- 
teer, assisted by Captain Dawson, Colonel 
Campbell, and his two Aides-de-Cantp, shewed 
his usual gallantry, and was much distinguished. 
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